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Only one manufacturer offers Total Titanium.™ 

Frame, yoke, cylinder, barrel and sideplate are drop hammer forged — 
even studs are craftea — from the highly corrosion resistant 
light weight material stronger than steel. 





TANiUM 


Your First Choice for 
Off-Duty Carry and 
Self-defense. 


Total Titanium IM means 
stainless steel bore liners 
in titanium barrels 
rated +P for use 
with all types of 
ammunition 


Total Titanium 1 M 
means factory porting 
is standard. 


Model 445 
5 shot .44 Special 
just 19.8 ounces! 
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Ribber Grips 1 M 
lessen felt recoil. 


The difference is obvious. /// 

Total Titanium™ revolvers \/ f 

are available in Stealth Gray ™ // * 

bright or matte Spectrum Blue™ 
or matte Spectrum Gold.™ Model617 

7 shot .357 Magnum 
just 19.9 ounces! 


Small and Compact Frame Total Titanium™ revolvers 


a compact ri 
chambered 


for 6 different calibers! 
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Richard L. Sherrow 

Middle East peace may well be an oxymoron. The tough 
roads ahead meander through terrorist-engulfed deserts, 
long on history but short on mercy. 

AMERICA'S 911 FORCE 

Mark H. Milstein 

High times in the breach of war as SOF links with elements 
of the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit, aboard the U.S.S. 
Kearsarge, as they eagerly await entry into Kosovo. 

SHOOT FAST, AND HIT TO WIN 

Tom Givens 

IDPA’s 1998 National Championships featured defensive pis¬ 
tol shooting at its best and on-target, given the near-profu¬ 
sion of right-to-carry laws. 

FEATHERWEIGHT FIREPOWER 

Peter G. Kokalis 

Revolvers still have distinct advantages, especially when they 
hail from Smith & Wesson’s titanium-based AirLite Ti series. 

Y2K 

SOF Staff 

Whether it’s Millennium malarkey — or a real threat — there 
are sensible precautions to protect you and yours just in case. 

STAR WARS OVER KOSOVO 

Al J. Venter 

Back at ’cha, George Lucas! America’s new air-to-ground 
J-STARS surveillance aircraft means showtime for real. 

CRASH COURSE IN SURVIVAL 

Wayne Laugesen 

At this year's SOF Convention/EXPO (22-26 Sept.), attendees will 
learn to survive (via LTR Systems, Ltd.’s simulator and classes) 
terrorist attacks, plane crashes, earthquakes and more. 

COIOMRIA BURNING 

Carson A. Nightwine, Jr. 

Clinton and his cronies fiddle in the Balkans, while courageous 
anti-drug forces in Colombia are about to crash and burn. 
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Ahead lb The Past 


T his year’s SOF Las Vegas Conven- 
tion/EXPO will mark the 20th annual 
gathering of Soldier Of Fortune mag¬ 
azine’s readership. Since 1980, from the 
humble and uncertain begi nnings of our ini¬ 
tial Convention/EXPO in Columbia, Mo., 
our yearly pilgrimage has expanded, both in 
numbers of Conventioneers, general atten¬ 
dees and distributors and vendors. 

Our 22-26 September 1999 show will be 
a blockbuster: The Palace Station Hotel (our 
Convention headquarters) and Cashman 
Field (our EXPO hall) are 
top-of-the-line facilities 
without nose-in-the-air 
attitudes. In the recent 
past, we’ve run into park¬ 
ing problems and occa¬ 
sional less-than-primo ser¬ 
vice at our hotels. This 
year, that will change. 

Our 20th annual 
Convention/EXPO is 
going to be something 
special — with an abun¬ 
dance of unique exhib¬ 
itors, activities and faces. We’re even going to 
have a conventioneers-only AK/AR15 live- 
fire match, and later, a beer-blowout retire¬ 
ment party for Colonel Alex McColl, SOF 's 
departing Director of Special Projects. 

And how about a mock trial of Clinton 
for his gutting of the military and his 
Chinese espionage connections? We’d like 
to hear suggestions from you as to how to 
execute the concept. 

Our group is one-of-a-kind, bom (if you 
will) from post-Vietnam and post-Carter 
disenchantment. We share a strong bond, all 
of us — military, civilian, shooters, non- 
shooters, the politically active and the polit¬ 
ically novice. And guess what? The cycle 
has come full-circle. Again, we are marked 
as the castoffs, and the unwanted radicals; 
gun-toting dangers to a society whose balls 
have shrunk to microscopic dimensions. 
Again, we share a common enemy: the 


Clinton Administration’s expansion of oppres¬ 
sion and concuirent reduction of freedoms. 

This wretched traitorous president and his 
liberal coterie and supporters, a shlocked- 
together soup of Nam-era draft-dodgers, pre¬ 
sent-day high-tech greedmongers who’d sell 
their own daughters to the People’s Republic 
of China if the price were right, and liberal 
Hollywood gutter rats who have gone on from 
their demeaning portrayals of Vietnam veter¬ 
ans and other patriotic Americans to their cur¬ 
rent whimpering and snarling demands for 
Americans to stuff the 
Second Amendment in 
favor of some sweet-frost¬ 
ed utopia where “We 
don’t have any liberties — 
but, damn it, at least our 
kids are safe!” 

The past has become 
the very unstable present. 
In 1980 Missouri we were 
termed “paranoids” for 
worrying about our 
Second Amendment and 
other rights. We were con¬ 
cerned about a future president (who turned 
out to be Carter) who would quit being an 
American and serve as Pimp-In-Chief for 
anti-sovereignty multinationals and shad¬ 
owy-fringe foreign and domestic vipers 
who saw profits in protracted no-win wars, 
too far from our shores to be of danger. 

While Clinton’s hordes steamroll over the 
Constitution I, frankly, am quite concerned 
whether next year we’ll even be legally per¬ 
mitted to hold our Convention. I realize that 
sounds alarmist — but do you trust Clinton 
to back-off and to not pursue his anti-gun 
rights/anti-human rights agenda? I don’t! 
This rat and his sharks smell blood, and 
they’re not going to loosen their grip. 

It’s prime time for us to reunite and 
solidify our obligation and mission to 
defend this country from enemies, both for¬ 
eign and domestic. 

Our future is now. See you in Vegas! ^ 
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Even the 
Score 



Revenge 

Encyclopedia 


GET EVEN 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 

A hilarious overview 
of the methods peo¬ 
ple use to get even 
with big business, 
government and ene¬ 
mies. These dirty 
tricks range from the 
simple to the elabo¬ 
rate, including more 
sophisticated 
schemes devised by 
CIA and Mafia mem¬ 
bers and political dirty 
tricksters. For entertainment purposes only. 51/2 x 
81/2, hardcover, 208 pp. #10002480 $19.95 

THE REVENGE ENCYCLOPEDIA 

This is the mother of ali revenge books! You’d have 
to buy more than 25 books to get all the wit and 
wisdom contained in 
this compilation from 
the best of Paladin’s 
revenge books. Don’t 
be fooled by cheap 
imitators that claim to 
know how to get 
even. Paladin is stilt 
your revenge source 
when you need to 
even the score with 
nosy neighbors, 
bungling bureaucrats, 
snarly clerks or other pests. For entertainment pur¬ 
poses only. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 120 pp. 
#10001675 $20.00 

Secrets of 
Guerrilla Warfare 

GUERRILLAS IN THE MIST 
A Battlefield Guide to Clandestine Warfare 
by Bob Newman 
Foreword by Robert tC Brown 

Learn every facet of 
the grim, violent 
worid of guerrilla 
warfare: basic field- 
craft; mines and 
booby traps; tunnel 
construction and 
strategy; ambushes; 
urban and nocturnal 
tactics; interrogation, 
indoctrination and 
exploitation; psyops; 
and more. For aca¬ 
demic study only. 51/2x81/2, softcover, photos, 
illus., 232 pp. $20.00 






„Fi|ht 

Night 



THE MODERN 

IDENTITY 

CHANGER 



ffcii SnCtttttJ 
srsUmiuyfji 
Prr/xyi Bit 


TACTICAL BATON 

Street Stick Personal Defense System 
with Datu Kelly S. Worden 

Learn the use of one of today's most devastating personal defense weapons with 
this explosive four-hour video course. Whether you are a citizen, martial 
artist or armed professional, these secrets of deployment, striking, 
blocking, throwing and control techniques will give you the edge you 
need to survive a violent encounter. Color, approx. 120 min. per tape, 
VHS only. #10010429 2 Tape Set: $59.95 

ADVANCEO FIGHTING WITH FIREARMS 
Concepts, Skills, and Tactics for 
the Advanced Combat Shooter 
with Andy Stanford 

Leam the skills and tactics that define today’s state of the art in 
combat shooting, including shooting on the move, weapon transi¬ 
tions, weapon retention, vehicle defense, the Dynamic isosceles 
and the use of firearms as impact weapons. Color, approx, 75 min., 
VHS only. #10010627 $39.95 

FIGHT AT NIGHT 

Tools, Techniques, Tactics, and Training for 
Combat in Low Light and Oarkness 
by Andy Stanford 

Whether on the street or on the battlefield, you can turn the darkness from 
a liability to an advantage. Here champion practical shooter and self- 
defense expert Andy Stanford gives you the low-down on the tools and 
techniques needed to prevail over an attacker in any low-light conflict. 5 
1/2 x 81/2, softcover, photos, illus., 224 pp. #10010510 $20.00 


DO-IT-YOURSELF MEOICINE 

How to Find and Use the Most Effective Antibiotics, Painkillers, 
Anesthetics, and Other Miracle Drugs... Without Costly Doctors’ 
Prescriptions or Hospitals 
by Ragnar Benson 

Ragnar gives you precise instructions for securing and using the very lat¬ 
est drugs and supplies from animal health centers, foreign pharmacies, 
mail order suppliers, military dispensaries and other unusual 
sources. 51/2x81/2, scltcover, photos, illus., 128 pp. $20.00 


PVC PROJECTS FOR THE OUTDOORSMAN 
Building Shelters, Camping Gear, Weapons, 
and More Out of PVC Pipe 
by Tom Forbes 

This book uses photos and easy-to-follow illustrations to demon¬ 
strate how to construct more than 30 projects from inexpensive PVC 
pipe: snowshoes, an equipment raft, a teepee, a portable ground 
blind, pugil sticks, and even a btowgun. 51/2x81/2, SGftcover, 
photos, illus. 96 pp. $12.00 


THE MODERN IDENTITY CHANGER 
How to Create a New Identity for Privacy and Personal Freedom 
by Sheldon Charrett 

finally, here Is an all-new instruction book on how to obtain a new identity, pro¬ 
duce supporting documents for it and use it safely in today's society. Leam how 
to ge t SociaJ Security numbers, driver’s licenses and more. For academic study 
only. 51/2x81/2, softcover, Ilius., 152 pp. 

#10008712 $20.00 


High-Tech 

Solutions 


TECHNIQUES IN 
COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 
The Fine Art of Bug Extermination in the Real 
World of intelligence Gathering 
by Marineili Companies 
Legal and corporate intelligence gathering can cost 
you big. This book will 
save your assets, 
included is cutting- 
edge info on taps, 
bugs, premises 
searches, spectrum 
analyzers, hidden cam¬ 
eras and video 
recorders, infrared 
beams and more writ¬ 
ten by a master coun¬ 
tersurveillance techni¬ 
cian. 5 1/2x81/2, 
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softcover, illus.,120 pp. 

#10010387 


$18.00 



THE ULTIMATE 
INTERNETOUTLAW 

How Surfers Steal Sex, Software, CDs, 
Games, and More Top-Secret Stuff 
on the Information Superhighway 
by Robert Merkfe 

In this no-hokls-barred 
handbook of cyber¬ 
crime, the author of 
Ultimate internet 
Terrorist , a regular on 
the Darkside of the 
’Net, opens the door 
to an electronic under¬ 
world brimming with 
hacks, cracks and for¬ 
bidden files. 5 1/2x8 
1/2, softcover, 96 pp. 
#10010502 $15.00 

OISK OETECTIVE 

Secrets You Must Know to Recover 
Information from a Computer 
by Norbert Zaengiein 

Disk Detective Is 
designed to bring the 
secrets of recovering 
data from a PC, floppy 
disk or backup device 
to the average person. 
It includes precise 
instructions for recov¬ 
ering info from refor¬ 
matted disks or over¬ 
written files, retrieving 
deleted files, conduct¬ 
ing key word searches, locating e-mail messages 
and much more. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 112 pp. 
#10009900 $20.00 
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Local Issues 


In all the screaming and crying in the 
wake of the Columbine shootings, the ques¬ 
tion that needs to be asked is why the 
Federal Government, namely the liberal gun 
grabbers in the Senate and House, feel that 
these essentially local issues need new fed¬ 
eral laws to solve the problem. 

In the Constitution, crimes were broken 
down into Local, State and Federal jurisdic¬ 
tion to prevent the “enforcement” arm of any 
level of government from becoming too 
powerful. 

In spite of this fact, Congress has usurped 
and federalized local laws at every opportu¬ 
nity, under the Interstate Commerce Act, 
knowing full well they will need to be inves¬ 
tigated and prosecuted by Federal law 
enforcement at great expense. With the 
power and money of the Federal 
Government behind them, the temptation 
and opportunity to abuse that power by the 
Federal police will become a real threat to 
our freedom and rights. 

How soon we forget the tragedies at 
Ruby Ridge and Waco! 

The way things are going, there will be 
no need for local law enforcement because 
when every crime from shoplifting to mur¬ 
der will be covered by federal law, local 
police will be redundant. 

What is evolving is a new Federal 
Central Directorate of Law Enforcement 
with no loyalty or accountability to the peo¬ 
ple, only to the leadership of whatever 
regime is in power! 

It will be an American version of the SS 
or the KGB! Is that what we really want or 
need? Has history taught us nothing? 


Michael A. Pacer 
Glendora, Calif. 



Milosevic’s Fan 

You have completely 
outdone yourself. Your 
Milosevic target was in 
very bad taste. Milosevic 
is a hero for standing up to 
the NWO and your 
rehashing of government propaganda is evi¬ 
dently sad. Any shred of credibility your 
magazine had was lost in the mid ’80s. Your 
continued worship of the NWO and their 
ZOG has exposed you as the un-American, 
pro-tyranny rag mag you have become. You 
are a disgrace to all freedom-loving people 


and you have become traitors to the 
American ideals our forefathers died for. No 
wonder you are referred to as YAHOOS by 
all Americans who know you for the gov¬ 
ernment lackey trash mag you are. I will 
never again read your trash and have begun 
a campaign on the internet to expose you for 
the government propaganda apparatus that 
you are. You are a disgrace. 

The Soldier Of Fortune magazine conspira¬ 
cy meeting with high-ranking government offi¬ 
cials ; to accomplish world tyranny, will begin 
at 2000 hrs . Wednesday at the Elks Lodge. 


Weekend Warriors 

I was on your website 
and saw the page about 
the Legion and building 
it. I agree with my whole 
heart. I am in the 
Oklahoma National 
Guard, joined May of ’98, and from what 
I’ve seen and heard, at my unit and at Fort 
Sill, the military is low on recruits. Here in 
the Guard we have these “weekend war¬ 
riors.” We need able fighting soldiers, not 
boys and girls who will turn at the sight of 
an enemy child. You may be saying that I 
have not seen combat either? True, but I will 
hold myself to these same standards even 
then. I want to say that I enjoy SOF and 
wish I could get it regularly. 

PFC Andrew D. Haney 
Oklahoma National Guard 


to all Albanians all over the world. 

Danny Ujkaj 
Yonkers, N.Y. 



When I turned 18, I was living in 
Brooklyn. First thing I did was go out and 
get my license to own rifles and shotguns. 
Second thing I did was run out and buy a 
nice, new AK. (This was about 1985.) Each 
gun I bought was registered with the New 
York City Firearms Control Section (think 
about those three words for a minute). Over 
the next year I also acquired a Mini-14, an 
HK93 and an AR15 ... all duly registered. 

Flash forward a couple of years ... I’ve 
gone to college and am living in the great 
state of Montana. My brother, still in NYC, 
forwards me some mail from the New York 
Police Department. It says “our records 
show you own these assault weapons ... turn 
them in or get them out of the city. Send us 
proof you no longer have them.” 

I, being freshly filled with Montana-ness 
and not in the mood for any bureaucratic 
Gestapo mandates, wrote them back a letter 
saying, “You want ’em? Come and get ’em.” 
A few months go by .... 

My brother calls and says, “Hey, remem¬ 
ber the guy we sold the house to? Half-a- 
dozen cops showed up on the porch the other 
day looking for your guns.” 

Moral: Next time someone says “register 
does NOT lead to confiscation,” give ’em 
my e-mail address and tell them to write me. 




Tm No Slav” 

First off, I would like 
to say you guys print a 
great magazine. I’m writ¬ 
ing you about a response 
you gave to a Serb who 
complained that you 
guys are giving the Albanians good press 
at the expense of the Serbs. In your 
response you stated that no Slavs of any 
kind work at your magazine, including 
Albanians. I just wanted to let you and 
your readers know that Albanians are not a 
Slavic people. We are descendants of the 
ancient Illyrians who were in the Balkans 
around the same time or before the Greeks 
and way before the Slavs ever immigrated 
there. Throughout history, our greatest 
enemy has always been the Serbs. So 
please don’t call us Slavs. It’s a great insult 


J., via Internet 
western @ bigsky. net 


Welcome Home 


Thanks for all you do for the Vietnam vets. 
Thought I’d contact you and say “Welcome 
Home!” It’s been a long time coming! 

Michael Hadfield 
Former: Sgt Michael Hadfield 
Pathfinder pilot; HQ/HQ Co; 101 st 
Aviation Gp; 101 st Airborne Division 




Communism and Socialism today are one 
single political party. One branch pursues 
power through outright violence, the second, 
while showing loath for the actions of the 
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SURVIVOR JACKETS 


SATIN FINISH NYLON JACKET,FLANNEL LINED, KNIT CUFFS, 
COLLAR & BOTTOM BAND, ZIPPER FRONT & TWO SLASH r 
POCKETS. MADE IN U.S.A. 







SIZES; M, L, XL 
ADD 5.00 FOR XXL, OR 
XXXL _* 
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omul 800-958-8876 

Have a credit card ready. We Accept VISA MC AMEX DISCOVER 
Payable To ; Mai/ Check For Total + Shipping & Handling to S.0.S, California residents only; add 7.75% sales tax 


FULLBACK 


SOS 

p'o’ Rn 77ns Shipping & Handling If your order totals: 

Carmichael, Ca 95609 J ^5.00 or l * ss - $ 4.95 

miTcmr i c*. $ 25 01 to $ 50.00_ $ 6 95 

Double shipping & handling | 50 01 J Iqqqq -? ggr 

charges. Mail official check $ 75.01 to $ 100.00 - $ 9.95 

(money order) payable USA funds Each additional $ 100.00 (or portion of) add $ 5.95 

Allow 2 to 6 weeks for delivery - U.S. Priority Mail 
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SEND S.A.S.E. FOR CATALOG OR GET IT WITH FIRST ORDER. 


PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE • SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 'FIND US ON THE INTERNET WWWJSGNET.COM/SOS/ 



































first, pursues exactly the same objectives by 
means of rules and regulations. 

Machiavelli would say that communists 
fight using the lion’s arts, while socialists 
use the arts of the fox. But we must come to 
understand that they are the right and left 
arms of the same animal, and not two dif¬ 
ferent entities as they would have you 
believe. Gun control is not a way to take 
your sport or your toys from you: It is 
socialism’s means of undermining resis¬ 
tance to communism. 

Understand this and do something by 
joining the NRA, to start putting a stop to 
their ever new rules and regulations. 

Antonio Randaccio-Lodi 

Montreal 

Soldiers, Right or Wrong- 

I’ve been a longtime fan of your great maga¬ 
zine. As I travel, I can’t subscribe but I get it at 
newsstands when I can. If I can’t find it, I bitch. 

However, on one point I differ from 
SOF; you seem to support the position of 
reporting more U.S. military actions than 
mercenary actions. Example: 

Under current engagement in Kosovo, 
the U.S. military was sent in, in violation of 
the United States War Powers Act. 
Therefore, any American mere who would 
assist the Serbian government against U.S. 
troops would not be committing an illegal 
act since there is no war declared. 


To my mind, a true soldier of fortune 
fights for any side he chooses and the hell 
with right and wrong in politics. 

Ron Seibel 
California 


Don’t Ask, Don’t Cop a Feel! 

What follows is the account of an incident 
following the surrender of Louisbourg on Cape 
Breten Island to H.M. forces, as reported in the 
Pennsylvania Gazette on 7 September 1758: 


“And another French officer having the 
Impudence to run his hand under one of the 
Highlander’s Plads, in an improper place, the 
Highlander immediately eased him of his Arm 
and Hand, by cutting them off with his Broad 
Sword; the Frenchman, not contented with 
this, drew his sword, in order to take revenge, 
but the Highlander being on his guard, split the 
Frenchman’s head down to his shoulders, and 
then cut both Halves off.” 

B. Ruce-Briggs 
Idaville, Penn. ^ 
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M.O.D. manufactures the 
finest production automatic 
folders on earth 

■ 
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m m Masters of Defense® 

knives rep resent Lite 
ultimate refinement of the combat 
fighting tool. Designed by some of 
« the industry’s foremost defensive ~ J 
3r fighting experts and special forces 
V-\ operators, (hey are constructed of 
- the most advanced' materials avail¬ 
able. ^Computer machinad to toler- 
arfces one-thirtretN the width of a 
human hair, all M.O.D. knives are 
5$ milled frorfi solid bars of T-6 aluminum 
with blades of 154cm cryogenically 
heat treated steel. The final assembly 
: is hand-fitted by master craftsmen, giv- 

5 ing you the perfection of a custom knife 
f jT with the accuracy and durability availed by 
-V 21st century computerization. Built on the 
55 same machinery used to make missile guid- 
ance sy stems, Masters of Defense® knives 


James Keating-’’Hornet 


Michael Jatticb-’Yempesf 


Gradela fW 


\ogg “Lady Hawk 


l-X8S-tf32-4158 _ 

mm V masters ofdejeme . com ^ Numbered Leatim Sets! 

See over 30 knives and order info in our on-line catalog! a **■**-*Ph****M.j*i*«*iw* 

Masters of Defense, LLC. 1941 Camp Branch Rd. Waynesv 1 Ite NC 28786 (328)452-4158 (828) 452-7327 FAX 
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^ When the mission demands it. W| 
secured at all cost, count us in^T 
. j because we've been shot at oufsr 
I for lie off dciyj Marines. We know what comi 

ii hit • Btk'iHfcs -holsters and vests, daypack^nd gunstraps-all made with the absolute strongest materials 
money can buy. All backed by BlackHawk's Lifetime Guarantee, Featuring our exclusive 

INDUSTRIES, INC. 1133 Executive Bivo. Chesapeake, VA 23320 www.lal8ckhawkindustries.com 


3n your life depends on it. When th§ objective must be 
ere arejmes when your gear cannot fail. We know this 
ves. Our designers are cops SWAT guys. SEAL’S ane 
fs like That’s why we manufacture the finest nylon on earth 
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CameSBak Hydration ffystems. Built with the Passion for Excellence 
BlackHawk the tastest growing tactical nylon company in the world 
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dcTs finest tactical nylon products! 
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Extra Mags for 8IGP220 

There are a number of things 
you can’t have too many of: old 
Army buddies, good books, dry 
socks, hunting dogs, comfortable 
shoes — and spare magazines for 
your favorite handgun. It is our 
guess the upscale SIG Sauer P220 
in .45 is going to be a lot of folks’ 
favorite handgun, and U.S.A. 

Magazines, Inc. has introduced two new magazines precision-built 
for this excellent handgun. An 8-round, flush-fit version and an 
extened 10-round model are available in blue, nickle or stainless fin¬ 
ish from U.S.A. Magazines, Inc., Dept. SOF, Box 39115, Downey, 
CA 90239; phone: 562-903-7788; fax: 562-903-7857; on the web: 
www.usa-magazines.com . 


Lasergrips For Wheel Guns 

Crimson Trace has introduced their Lasergrips™ high-perfor¬ 
mance laser-sighting system for Smith & Wesson K-, L- and N-frame 
revolvers — the first and only laser system designed to withstand ,44 
Magnum recoil. The grip-integrated sighting system features a high- 


intensity laser that can be 
easily activated by either 
hand. The manufacturer 
characterizes the windage 
and elevation calibration as 
simple, precise and reliable. 

Lasergrips are contoured and 
checkered for comfort and a 
master on/off switch at the 
base of the grips allows for 
complete system override. 

Lasergrips for S&W J-frame revolvers were introduced last year. The 
laser is a class Ilia visible laser diode with approximate beam size of 
.5" at 50 feet, powered by two DL2032 lithium cells with more than 
four hours running time and a five-year shelf life. 

For more information contact crimson trace Corp., Dept SOF, 
1433 N.W. Quimby St., Portland, OR 97209; phone: 800-442-2406; 
fax: 503-295-2225; or via the web at: www.crimsontrace.com . 


Magnificent Map Case 

If you have a map, that must mean you intend to use it — and 
using a map that is wet and shredded, tom and muddy or skillfully 
misfolded into a paper hat adds unnecessary stress when you’re 
obviously lost or you wouldn’t be messing with the map. 




FIVE STAR FITNESS -- AUTHENTIC MILITARY PT 


Ace the NAVY SEAL PET! 

Achieve a 100% success rate with the revolutionary 
12 Weeks to BUD/S Workout. Guaranteed! 



Whether you want to be a 
NAVY SEAL or just be as 
tough as one,..you need 
this book and video . 
Covers strength , 
endurance, swimming, 
running, upper and lower 
body PT, abs, motivation, 
workout schedules... the 
works. You'll be one 
strong, hard, and ripped 
frogman in no time. This 
is the exact program that 
has helped many men 
attain optimal fitness 
and make it to BUD/S. 

It really works! 

Call Now! 



BOOK AND 
VIDEO JUST 


PLUS $5.00 S&H 


THE 

COMPLETE guide to 

mm seuis 


1 - 800 - 906-1234 

Send Check nr M/0 to: Hatherleigh Co., 11141st Ave., Ste. 500. NY, NY 10021 


ALSO AVAILABLE 





The Official 
Training Boot 
of the 
US Navy 
SEALS 


If you want to train like a SEAL... 
you need this boot! It’s the exact 
one used by Navy SEALs in BUD/S 
training! Lightweight, sturdy, 
comfortable. Great for work, 
weekends, paintball, too! Whole 
and half sizes, 7-12,13,14,15. 
Med & Wide. Send Just $99 plus 
$8.95 shipping. Order 2 pairs for 
just $89 each. 



www.getfitnow.com 
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AVAILABLE AT PARTICIPATING EXCHANGES WORLDWIDE 


A HIGHWAY DOUBLES AS A RUNWAY 


The assignment was pliers. The 


ongiflocra were ViT:lcirlifiOKr' , ‘ makers 


of the Original Swiss Army ' Knife 


ordinary. 


e tools fashioned from 


stainless steel. Each can be accessed 


easily and quickly-without needing 


operates on its flwn spring, opening 


individually and never in a cluster. 


And once opened, every tool locks 


firmly into place. We call it the 


SwissTool. From the country where 


few things serve morvily one purpose 


Victor inox 
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What you need is a water-shedding map case that exposes a large 
panel (18"x24"); can be written on with grease pencil; has a handy 
internal pocket for GPS, compass, notepad or pencils; has a handy 
velcro closure; is made from -40 degree F. vinyl with a milspec 
camo pattern outside. And is not expensive. That’s a lot to expect 
from a map case, and who should bring it to you but the folks from 
whom we’ve grown to expect a lot, down at Pueblo Diversified 
Industries. Not only is this map case a life-saver in the field, it’s 
handy as a Leatherman tool on motor marches because it keeps your 
map from being misfolded by whoever is riding shotgun. 

Normally retailing @ $18.95 plus $3 shipping, the map case is 
offered especially to SOF readers at a $5 discount for $16.95 post¬ 
paid. They accept plastic or money orders and have a reputation for 
getting orders right out. Pueblo Diversified Industries, Dept. SOF, 
2828 Granada Ave., Pueblo, CO 81005; or phone: 800-466-8393 and 
ask for Mark Bunch. 


Quiet Counts 


Some 40 years ago, this writer served with the first overseas outfit 
to be issued M14 rifles in exchange for our Garands, B ARs and M3 A1 
greaseguns. The new M14 was a good rifle and well received, but as 
with anything new, bugs became apparent with field use. The rifles 
were soon called back to ordnance and the upper handguards replaced 
with ventilated synthetic ones. The heavy-barrel “Ml5s” we were told 
we’d get to replace the BARs never did materialize, but each rifle 
squad got two Ml4s with the selector installed, and bipods; after I got 
out, the M14E2 with its heavier, pistol-grip stock became the final 
replacement to the old BAR. One of the most-tested designs ever 
fielded, only two mechanical problems come to mind: the gas system 
on the first-issue Ml4s could be assembled and fired (once!) with the 
piston bass-ackwards, and the sling swivels rattled. The piston design 
was promptly redesigned and replacements issued, but as far as I 
know, the slings swivels on an M14 still rattle. Nothing against the 




Ml4, of course, as more sling 
swivels rattle than don’t. 

Snuffle’s quick fix was the 
same as for everything else 
he was issued: wrap the suck¬ 
er in 100-mile-an-hour tape 
until it’s good to go. 

On the range or on a hunt, 
noisy sling swivels will only 
get you peeved glances, but 
if the long arm is a tool of 
the military or police trade, noisy 
sling swivels may get you a fusil¬ 
lade. Odd that no one except tape 
manufacturers has really addressed 
this before. 

Uncle Mike’s, one of the preemi¬ 
nent accessory and after-market com¬ 
panies, has effectively zeroed in on 
this problem by introducing sling 
swivels which are quiet because they are built to tight tolerances that 
eliminate rattles and squeaks. Their new Quiet Super Swivels® are 
now all manufactured to this standard. In addition to Quiet Swivels, 
Michaels has introduced (inset) new QD swivel and swivel-base sets 
for many popular defense and police shotguns with extended mags 
and 1” flashlights: Remington 870, 11-87 and 1100; Winchester 
1200/1300; Mossberg 500, 590 and 835. Another swivel set has been 
introduced for the expansive AR-15 family of rifles, replacing the 
non-detachable sling loops on the AR-15 and Colt Match Target 
Rifles. All QD Quiet Super Swivels feature Michaels’ patented 
SwiveLock®, which gives extra security against accidental opening. 

For a 1999 catalog of their full line of accessories and gear, send 
$2 to Michaels of Oregon, Dept. SOF, Box 1690, Oregon City, OR 
97045; phone: 503-655-7964; fax: 503-722-5701; e-mail: 
info@michaels-oregon.com . ^ 




Offering bath trained dogs and training in: 

♦ Anti-terrorist/hostage Extraction 

♦ PerimBtBr 6 crowd control 

♦ SurveiliatiEE, counter measures 

♦ Special ops tor military, taw enforce¬ 
ment and corporate interests 

♦ SJ.il 

International security ansultants, extraction teams and corporate advisory groups 
available tor immediate global deployment. Our training personnel are active in 
their field in some of the'hottetf spots in the world. 

U.S.M.C. and I.D.F. specialists on-site. We offer the most intense and comprehen¬ 
sive training courses in the world. 

From the jungles of Cambodia to the streets of New York City, our dogs have 
proven their courage and stability. For more information, please contact us at: 

TEL: (905) 562-3095 ♦ FAX: (995) 592-4242 

Email: SDf@taieaka.com Visit our Wet Site: www.taienkfl.CGB 
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Warning: Not recommended for people under the age of 18 
Special Free Report 

Any martial arts or military gurus want to make the same offer? 

Get My FREE Report On Lethal Fighting—And I 
Guarantee For The Rest Of Your Life You won’t 
Lose Using My System. And I Put It In Writing! 

This man had 3 high-ranking black belts and over 300 street-fights in 20 years, yet 15 minutes of this 
undefeatable system he knew Jerry’s guarantee was for real Let him tell his story. 


L et me tell you buddy, when you have a little age on 
your butt and there are four Gang-Bangers shoving 
you around and making rude gestures at your wife, 
you want to act Look, I didn’t care about getting pushed 
but if they touched my wife I was in the game. Only this is 
no game. There’s four scumbags with weapons moving all 
around me. I can take one out with a kick. But by the time 
my foot comes down, two of them will stab me in the back. 
If I body-tackle the biggest and grapple him down to choke 
him out the other 3 will just kick my head off. Or the guy 
with the gun will shoot my knee-cap off and I will be help¬ 
less as they rape my wife. 

Wake Up! Street-Fighting Skills 
Aren’t Enough!!! 

You better wake up out there, this is the real world. Not 
even my street-fighting told me how to handle this. I was 
lucky they weren’t out for blood. They just wanted to 
intimidate me. I was damn angry. Not at what happened. 
Hell, my ego wasn’t the deal. Staying alive was! I just real¬ 
ized that I spent $5,000-7,000 hard-earned dollars (not to 
mention the years) to learn what only works in a ring or a 
cage with referees and men that think they can street-fight. 
Yeah, they pick up a chair or use a broken bottle or knife 
but they never really know what they’re doing. Look, let’s 
just stop here, if you’ve read this far you’re probably one 
Tough SOB like me, if you’re not, stop reading this infor¬ 
mation. It’s not for the weak-willed who have to get drunk 
to get up the guts to have a slap fight It’s for you real men 
that want to know the TRUTH about lethal fighting skills. 

I knew that after 5 minutes of watching Jerry Peterson’s 
lethal SCARS® system he was nothing short of revolution¬ 
ary. He’ll change your mind about power and fear. I don’t 
know if you believe in a God but Jerry must be talking to 
him. There’s just no other answer to how he solves com¬ 
plex fighting problems. Jerry says, ‘It’s in the math but it 
doesn’t hurt to have God on your side.” Don’t make the 
mistake I did in ’93, the first time I read about this system, 
“Thinking how could it be true?’ 

This Guy Is “Nothing But Hype” 

Wrong , the documentation is there. The government 
backs it up. He’s taught, developed and standardized com¬ 
bat schools for the SEALS and other Special Operations 
Forces not just in the US but also with NATO groups. 

Ask Yourself, “Can I Handle The Truth?” 
If You Can, Then Here Is Real Credibility. 

Jeny Peterson’s SCARS was demonstrated on a secure 
military base, in true combat fashion, to no less than the US 
Secretary of Defense, the leading 4 Star General, plus the 
Secretary of the Navy and powerful Congressional 
Leaders. They all watched in total amazement as the 
SEAL’S executed fighting skills never before seen, 
absolutely flawless on every combat action they took using 
guns, knives, full gear, single and multi-fighting and most 
impressively their bare hands. SCARS never failed them 
and it will never fail YOU!!! 


If That Doesn’t 
Blow Your Mind This Will 

You can bet your life on this man’s credibility, 30,000 
other professional men have. You can’t waste one more day 
learning a sport system that has counters to every move. 
With SCARS you’re undefeatable! Look, do you think 
Jerry could have achieved his renown credibility if the 
secret SCARS science of lethal combat could be countered. 
Absolutely not! The fact is, Jeny Peterson is the one civil¬ 
ian in the history of the USA to have accomplished such 
professional credibility. I challenge you to find one individ¬ 
ual that has ever gotten their fighting system to be reviewed 
by such powerful leaders at the same time. Of course, to 
make it more unfair, also get the official stamp of approval 
for implementing their system as required training for the 
US military. Want to check this out? Here is just one of the 
official course numbers K-431-0096, check it out with the 
Navy. I did, boy was I impressed when they gave me the 
list of what this guy has done. It only took me six months. 
Damned bureaucratic red tape! 

Want More Credibility? 

Jerry Peterson’s SCARS project is the only system ever 
to pass all the combat requirements of the United States 
Defense Department. Then to go one better he raised that 
standard and personally trained the elite Navy SEALS, 
some made it, some didn’t But those that did today hold 
the coveted SCARS/CFC qualification of subject matter 
experts in the field of hand-to-hand and hand-to-weapon 
combat. By the way, this qualification becomes part of their 
official military records. In fact there would be no experts 
if Jerry Peterson did not license the SCARS-Combat 
Fighting Course to the Navy. Are you getting the picture? 
Don’t wait as I did. Don’t be fooled by the follower’s... 
You Know The ‘Little Men’ 

Ever since 1993, self-proclaimed military ‘gurus’ and 
some street-fighters have been following Jerry making 
clever claims, if you read between the lines there's nothing 
but ambiguous claims and self-given titles. Have you 
noticed nobody produces any official paperwork? 

Jerry Peterson Is Absolutely For Real 

This is what you’ll find ouL Don’t wait Let go of the 
past and learn the science of Lethal Combat This is the 
first and only original Navy SEAL System. YOUR LIFE 
WILL DEPEND ON IT! Sorry, I’m jumping ahead let me 
explain why the martial arts can’t and won’t get the official 
documentation. First the system has to be universal to all 
men. This means that 100 men go in. One-hundred men 
come out 100% efficient in all aspects of CQB (close quar¬ 
ters battle). To prove that the government must test, and test 
SCARS they did, for over five years in real field condi¬ 
tions, on all terrains, including water with real weapons and 
in real conflicts. I’m not going to get into all the govern¬ 
ment testing, that will take forever. Plus there are some we 
can’t talk about But in all those years SCARS never failed 
EVER!! And that’s why it’s still the standard. 

In Fact SCARS Set “New Standards”... for 

hand to hand, knife fighting, rifle combat, and much more. 
SCARS is also taking the Law Enforcement community by 


storm. The summer 
Olympics Special Security 
team was required to take 
our IQS-1 Series just to 
qualify to get on the team 
and YOU can have that 
same knowledge and train¬ 
ing. This is your once-in- 
a-lifetime opportunity to 
become undefeatable 
(with or without a 
weapon) with the SCARS 
Professional Fighting 
System, Why? 

Because Your Life Is Worth Saving 
SCARS will not fail you. That’s why the US Navy 
SEAL’S, government agents and law enforcement agencies 
throughout the world are using this easily learned, but lethal, 
system to save lives. You will know it works after seeing 
Jerry’s powerful unbelievably easy to learn video tapes. 
Look, you’ll receive more knowledge in one hour from Jerry 
Peterson’s videos on fighting than two decades of so-called 
‘Secret’ Martial Arts. Thanks to Jerry’s revolutionary train¬ 
ing method of Gestalt, it won’t take you years, months, 
weeks, or days, in just a few short hours of watching you 
will easily handle any bad guy that comes your way!!! I 
can’t tell you the ‘god-like’ power you get from the truth of 
this system! 

Pm Telling You SCARS Is So Easy And So 
Devastating, It’s ‘Embarrassing’. 

You will resist at first. You will say bullsh-t! Then you 
start recalling your real fights on the street. Punches and 
kicks you have done. You try what-if-ing everything he says. 
Why? Because he is stripping you of the lies you based your 
manhood on, he is telling you and showing the cold logic of 
the fight, ripping apart the lie of defensive action and replac¬ 
ing it with brutal science of combat. Be prepared, it’s brutal. 
The foundation of SCARS is solely mathematical, it follows 
that the results are absolute, and not emotionally motivated. 
To a layman it will seem to be quite brutal. However this is 
pure science of human movement for the purpose of protect¬ 
ing your life. Since it is science, every move in every lesson 
seamlessly adapts to all modem and ancient weapons. You 
never waste time learning useless punching and kicking or 
grappling moves that DON’T work with weapons. With 
Jerry’s system you can take the weapon out and you’re still 
a lethal fighter. SEALS using SCARS have never been beat¬ 
en. Now is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to get Jerry’s— 

Free Special Report To Receive The Same 
Knowledge As The Most Feared Men On 
Earth Navy SEALS! Just Call 

1 - 800 - 827-1239 

24-hours for a Free recorded message to get your Free 
report International, call 602437-3143 
Check our New Website out at www.scars.com and find out 
how to become a Member to get free weekly lessons. 

Copyright 1998 Direct Action Corporation 



Jerry Peterson 
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1999 SOF Convention, Exposition & 
3-Gun Meal Match 


Are you signed up? 

This year’s massive show will again take place in 
Las Vegas from 22 thru 26 September. WeTe absolutely 
thrilled that our hotel is the Palace Station, an extreme¬ 
ly hospitable and friendly, just-off-the-Strip hostelry. 

And, our new EXPO location, Cashman Field, is a more 
convenient location with acres of parking! 

The full menu, so to speak, appears on our website: sofmag.com; 
or, you can phone Ms. Barbara Loomas, at 303-449-3750, ext. 300, 
for information and details download. 

To give you a sneak preview, though, here’s a tad of what’s on 
tap for the 1999 Soldier Of Fortune Convention: The Banquet 
Keynote Speaker is Jeff Cooper — founder of the American Pistol 
Institute and globally recognized as the father of modern pistol- 
craft. His storied career includes being Founder and first Director 
of the Southwest Pistol League; Founding President and Honorary 
Lifetime Chairman of the International Practical Shooting 
Confederation; Editor At Large of Guns & Ammo\ Outstanding 
American Handgunner — 1995; and Member of the Board of 
Directors of the NRA. 


Will you bo In tho DARK January 1,2000? 






If the lights go out, are you prepared to protect 
your family and property? Excalibur’s battery 
operated night vision systems turn night into day. 
You see intruders who can’t see you. 

4- High-Performing GEN II & 

GEN III Systems. 

4 Limited 2-Year 
ALL Night Vision 


The BEST Single Tube Goggle. 
The GEN 111 1700-4U can be 
used to see people moving at 
1,000 yards in starlight. 


4 Data Record Sheets 
with ALL New Systems! 

4 Visit our website or call for 
equipment specifications & 
warranty details. 


he World’s Largest 
Stocking Distributor of 
Night Vision Devices 
over 22 Years! 


he BEST Pocketscope. The 
American Eagle can be hand-held, 
head-or camera-mounted, The Model 
603U can identify a person at 200 
yards unaided on the darkest night! 


Excalitmr Ekctro ©ptics, 31 nc. 


The BEST Riflescope. The 4X 
RAPTOR has 1,500 yard 
detection with a quarter moon! 


PO Box 400 

Fogelsville, PA 18051-0400 


1-800-797-2849 

FAX (610) 391-9220 


www.nightvis.com 

xcalibur@ptdproiog.net 
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These CD’s can be read by every version of Windows. Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been formatted into .pdf files, so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD’s. 
These programs can be run directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to your printer, or copied to your computer for use in word processing, etc. 


FM-200 (2CD Set) $19.95 * 

2 CD set of 200 US Army field manuals for Air Traffic, Ammunition, Armor, Aviation, Engineering, Light Cavalry, 
Medical, NBC, Operations, Plumbing and Pipefitting, Rigging Techniques, Security, Survival, Terrain Analysis, 
Topographic Operations, Weapons and more. 

FM-50G $14.95 * 

Includes weapons field manuals, plus operational manuals for such weapons as SKS, MIGarand, MK19, AK-47, Sten, 
Lee Enfield, M16, M14, MAC, M60, FN-FAL, P38, Model 1917 .30 Cal US Rifle, M24 Sniper Rifle, 90 mm Recoilless 
Rifle, M9 Pistol, .45 Cal Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals. 


MEDICS $14.95* 

Includes FM8-230 Medical Specialist, FM8-36 Aidmans Medical Guide, and ST31_91B; the Special Forces Medical 
Handbook, FM21-11 First Aid for Soldiers, Combat Stress, NBC Protection, plus 23 other health and medical 
related manuals. 




SPEC OPS $14.95 * 

Includes the Special Forces Guerrilla Warfare manuals, SP Ops, Recon Tactics, Sniper, Scout, and 

Pathfinder manuals; Desert Ops, Jungle Ops, River Crossing, 
Northern Ops, FM21-75 Combat Skills, FM21-76 Survival, 
and the Ranger Handbook. A total of 33 manuals 
on all aspects of Special Operations. 

Call toll free to order 


1 - 800 - 321-2974 



Please visit our web page 

-media.coin 
We have projects' in progress th 
announced at the web site beforeihe 
advertised. Please check our websi 


You may also order by mail: 

Military Media 
7454 Lancaster Pike 
Suite 321 

Hockesssin, DE L9707 


* Please add $5.00 shipping and handling to total order. 

MasterCard and Visa welcome, e-mail: questrbns@military-media.com 
Inquiries: 1-610-268-5077 Orders: 1-800-321 -2974 































Your banquet ticket is included in your Conventioneer fee of 
$150.00, which must be received by 23 August ($175.00 there¬ 
after). 

Among other benefits and gifts, you’ll be admitted, without fur¬ 
ther cost, to the Expo Hall, Firepower Demo, Awards Banquet and 
all Seminars. 

Seminars include: 

KOSOVO — SLICK WILLIE’S BUNGLED WAR; presented 
by LTC Robert K. Brown, USAR (Ret.), SOF’s well-known 
Founder, Editor and Publisher. 

WOUND BALLISTICS: SEARCH FOR THE MAGIC BUL¬ 
LET; presented by SOF’s Technical Editor Peter G. Kokalis. 

THE SCOUT: A RIFLE FOR IRREGULAR WARFARE?; pre¬ 
sented by Jeff Cooper. 

CIA COVERT OPS DURING THE COLD WAR; presented by 
Major General John K. Singlaub, USA (Ret.) and Brigadier General 
Harry C. “Heinie” Aderholt, USAF (Ret.).- - 

POWs: WHERE DID THEY GO?; presented by Jim Warner, a 
5-year guest in the Hanoi Hilton, and presently one of the legal 
counsels for the NRA. 

COLOMBIA — LATIN AMERICA’S VIETNAM?; presented 
by Major Gil Macklin, USMC (Ret.) 

As usual, we’ll sponsor numerous participatory events, 
including the Basic SOF Jump School, Basic Combat 
Medicine Course, Underwater Escape Techniques, the SOF 
Submachine Gun Shoot, Knife-Fighting Contest and, for your 
viewing, and listening, pleasure — SOF’s World-Renowned 
Firepower Demo. 

And, back again this year is the Soldier Of Fortune auc¬ 
tion, where an array of medium- and high-ticket items will be 
sold to benefit SOF 's legal defense fund and other charitable 
organizations. A featured item will be Special Forces bal- 
ladeer Barry Sadler’s guitar, purchased in Guatemala and 
donated to the auction by Ben Rossen, Barry's amigo for 
many years. 
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▲ TAP URBAN delivers maximum energy transfer through a unique 
combination of penetration and dramatic fragmentation, 



TAP™ URBAN™ 

Now there’s an ammo specifically designed for 
police using rifles and carbines in urban 
environments: TAP Urban, new from Homady. 
TAP Urban’s advanced-design polymer-tipped 
bullet is incredibly accurate, and won’t deform 
during loading and unloading. On impact, the 
tip causes dramatic fragmentation, which 
provides 100% energy transfer to the target for 
instant terminal results. This reduces the need 
for repeat 
shots and 
lowers the 
chances of 
collateral 
damage 
from over¬ 
penetration or 
ricochets. 




H 0 R H A D Y TAP’ IRIAN & 

HORNADY II 
TAP" 

AMMUNITION. 















Former Special Forces Doctor Might Be Exonerated 

Dr. Jeffrey R. MacDonald, in prison since 1979 for the alleged 
murders of his wife and daughters, might emerge a free man with¬ 
in a few months (or sooner) due to upcoming DNA testing on pre¬ 
viously unknown hair samples and other particles — which were 
withheld from his defense counsel at the time of his trial. Those 
who tab Jeff as guilty might wish to read Fatal Justice , by Jerry 
Potter and retired SF SGM Fred Bost. As Jeff himself writes, “No 
one but government prosecutors has ever seen these exhibits, 
which were used to convict me (falsely) in 1979. Government 
files, in the form of lab notes written by government investigators, 
alerted us from 1983-1997 that the evidence actually supports my 
innocence.” More information can be found at the Dr. Jeffrey 
MacDonald website: www.themacdonalddefense.org . DNA test¬ 
ing is enormously expensive. If you’d like to see justice done (after 
20 years), please forward financial contributions to: MacDonald 
Defense, P.O. Box 3634, Fullerton, CA 92831. 

Applegate Gun And Knife Auction 

On Sunday, 26 September, the gun and knife collection of 
Colonel Rex Applegate (1914-1998) will be sold at auction by J.C. 
Devine, Inc., of Milford, NH, at the Wayfarer Convention Center, in 
Bedford, NH. 

The life of this remarkable man reads more like an adventure 
novel than a biography. Applegate was one of the first agents to 
be picked for the fledgling OSS in 1941 and attended Britain’s 
elite Commando Training School, learning from the likes of W.E. 
Fairbam and E.A. Sykes. In 1942, after returning to the U.S., 
Applegate and Fairbaim set up the OSS Combat Section at Camp 
Ritchie, Maryland, with the aim of teaching close combat tech¬ 
niques to the growing number of OSS operatives. It was during 
this period that he wrote two of his books: Kill Or Get Killed and 


Scouting and Patrolling. 

After the war, Applegate spent 10 years in Mexico — first as a 
civilian businessman, then as a brevet Brigadier General in the 
Mexican Army supervising anti-riot operations and devising tactics 
to control unruly mobs without resorting to deadly force. 

Colonel Applegate began his knife-designing career during 
World War II in the OSS machine shop with revised versions of the 
F-S Commando knife and smatchet. The 1980s saw his ideas com¬ 
ing to fruition with custom editions by Bill Harsey and T.J. Yancey, 
as well as full-production versions by makers such as Gerber, Boker, 
A1 Mar, Buck, Blackjack and E.M.F. 

He also had a deep interest in trick shooting (Applegate’s uncle 
was famed Remington exhibitor shooter, Gus Peret), and amassed an 
extensive collection of firearms belonging to famous shooters such 
as Ad Topperwein, Elmer Keith, Bill Jordan, Charles Askins, Jr., Ed 
McGivem, D.B. Wesson, and, of course. Col. Applegate himself. 

With Col. Applegate’s passing, an era in American shooting and 
combat instruction has ended. It’s certain, however, that the tech¬ 
niques and weapons that Col. Applegate developed and perfected 
will have an influence well into the future. 

Catalogues for the auction sale are available by phoning J.C. 
Devine , Inc.; Tel.: 603.673.4967; Fax: 603.672.0328; Email: 
icdevine(a)empi re. net 


Oklahoma City Update 

Cate McCauley, former Executive Director of The Oklahoma 
Bombing Investigation Committee, writes about the state of 
Oklahoma’s upcoming trial of Terry Nichols ... “While many 
believe a state conviction is predetermined, federal jurors came 
very close to acquitting Nichols by a vote of 10-2. They settled 
instead on a conviction of one count of conspiracy, eight counts of 
manslaughter, and then deadlocked on the sentence.” This case 
isn’t settled , believe me. —Editor 


PRECISION AMMUNITION 

NOT JUST ANY 
AMMO GETS 
TO WEAK 
THIS BADGE. 







t ▲ TAP Precision uses technologically advanced match bullets for 
consistent first-shot accuracy. 


TAP™ PRECISION™ 

When lives depend 
on a single shot 
from a police 
sniper, you can 
depend on Homady’s TAP Precision ammunition to 
deliver the surgical strike needed. TAP 
Precision matches Hornady’s newest 
boattail hollow point match-grade 
bullets with select brass and propellant. 
The result is first-shot, long-range 
accuracy you can count on. You deserve 
ammunition as unique as the challenges 
you face: TAP from Homady. To learn 


more, call 
1-800-338-3220, 
or visit 
www.hornadv.com. 


OUR REPUTATION RIDES ON EVERY SHOT 


Homady Mfg. Co., P.O. Box 1848, Grand Island, NE 68802-1848 










Michael New Legal Defense Fund 

Michael New writes, “In January 1993,1 volunteered to serve my 
country by joining the U.S. Army. In January 1996,1 was court-mar¬ 
tialed and thrown out of the Army — because I refused to serve in 
the anti-American United Nations. ... He [Clinton] wanted us to go 
[to Macedonia] as U.N. soldiers ... under the U.N. flag ... wearing 
baby-blue U.N. uniforms ... carrying U.N. identification cards ... 
and taking orders from foreign officers who had sworn their alle¬ 
giance to the U.N.” 

Michael needs your help. Please send donations to: Michael New 
Legal Defense Fund, #408, 2721 H-I-J Merrilee Drive, Fairfax, VA 
22031-4407. 

Check Out This Website 

A very intriguing, useful and readable website is Phil Caloe’s and 
James Marchington’s (sponsor and editor, respectively) www.com- 
bat-online.com . 



Friends Of Our Troops, P.O. Box 65408, Fayetteville, NC 
28306-5408; Tel.: 910.426.7379 (G.B. Wiser); Website: 
http://www.militaivmail.org/ . announces that “Units which are 
deployed or which are about to deploy, as well as units which are 
assigned to remote locations can sign up for morale-boosting 
mail! ... Mail from all over the nation is sent to Friends Of Our 
Troops headquarters. After being intermixed it is made up into 
well over 1,000 packages of mail to be sent out. ‘The packages 
range in size from just a handful for small units up to several thou¬ 
sand for an entire base or a large ship.*” 


Another Muscle-Bound, Anti-Gun 
Propaganda Farce... 

Sport & Health Clubs, D.C.’s largest health club operator, believes 
that the right to bear arms has become wrong. “Make a little noise in 
your neighborhood,” they state. “Don’t be afraid to ask your neigh¬ 
bors if they own guns, and, if so, how they are stored. If they don’t 
have the right answers, tell your kids they can’t play there.” Maybe if 
your members are mugged, geniuses, walking through one of your 
parking lots, they should carry 30-lb. dumbbells to ward off their 
assailants? You can phone Sport & Health Clubs at 800-882-5827. 


Let’s Hear It For U.S. Army-Protected—Paganism! 

A 17 June 99 Scripps Howard story by Lisa Hoffman stated that 
“Several conservative groups acted Wednesday [16 June] to put 
pressure on the Army for its tolerance of the practice of witchcraft 
by some of its soldiers.” ... “To the Army, its tolerance of the Wicca 
religion — along with a host of other faiths — is a matter of consti¬ 
tutional rights.” What’s next — Satanism and the Temple of Set? 

Information Needed 

SOF has been investigating several new leads into the Oklahoma 
City bombing , including the location of a 1984 Jeep Chemkee, with a 
missing rear bumper, allegedly seen dropping off “Tim McVeigh” and a 
companion at Elliott’s Body Shop in Junction City, KS. We’re interested, 
as well, in the Fort Bragg murders of the family of Dr. Jeff MacDonald. 
Readers’ information involving these cases to be directed to Tom 
Reisinger, Deputy Editor; phone: 303-449-3750, ext. 309; Email: 
tomr(S)sofmag . com . Anonymity is assured. ^ 



WQT5 Q-JAP.T7 
lUCtfld £230 M 


£a 5 WlmtaoF in-auk Buffalo Special 6 shirt 

wlrwprad gjflburLteer Olive or Black £ 84.99 High 
Genome £90.00 perfomance - very warm & 

Pa'fS i?rd combat windproof. Used by 

smcdd cvtalabla. British soldiers. 


19^ pattern Punta 
HiriDCi; €9D.M fl press stud 
pcckata and fump Hop, 
wiMil lir-ud CDltar, rtod cuffs 


OVER 

7500 

STOCK 

LINES 


BRITISH ISSUE NAVIGATORS (dated) 
General Sendee date) £85.00 


3.M. SPECIAL 
BOAT SERVICES 
3DDM W/P £££0.W 


Soldier '95 PICE DPM Tactical 
Assualt Vest £ 125.00 - All tyi 
of webbing stacked. 


PICE Rucksack !25ltr 
£ 170.00 

Also avail. Soldier 2000 
patrol pack £75.00 


Snugpak Merlin Softie 3 
Sleeping Bag - 2 season, 
very popular with British 
forces £ 59.99 

Goretex Boot 
liners 

British Army 
issue, designed 
la fit any boot 
for 100% 

Hl woterproof. 

Great Value 
£70.00 


Suppliers to the military 

0 Swiss made 
0 Backed by 2 year warranty 
0 Tritium luminous 
0 9 models to choose from 

0 Worldwide Sales Silvermans Ltd. 

0 Highly accurate Quartz or 

17 jewel mechanical movements 


British Army 
Pro Boot £115 
Latest ormy issue, 
^ waterproof, 
insulated 
& very 

.BpP lightweight 


PILOTS MECHANICAL 
CHRONO £350.00 


SILVERMANS LTD 


Fax:017t 791 0008 
E m a il: SO F@m ilita ry. co.uk 

prices suhject to current cat 
please check - Air Mail PSP £20.00 

phone, fax or email for free cat quoting SOF 


2 Harford Street, Mile End 
London El 4PS 
England 


over 50 years of service to the services 


internet:www.military.co.uk 
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C" What You've Been Missing! 



When speed counts as 
much as accuracy... 


( nothing keeps you on target like 

Clock's complete line of compensated 
pistols. Available in full-size and compact 
models ■ in five popular calibers - these 
pistols have GLOCK's revolutionary parallel 
port compensation system. This innovative 
integral compensation system not only reduces 
muzzle flip and fell recoil, it also aids in quicker 
second-shot target 
acquisition. 


From the first shot to 
the last, get improved 
shot speed and minimum 
muzzle rise with little 
or no loss of velocity. 


PERFECTION 


Available at a GLOCK Stocking Dealer near you. 


© GLOCK. Inc. 1998 














The Clinton Administration is engaged in a “cover-up” to con¬ 
ceal the fact that U.S. planes bombed the wrong target last year 
when they attacked a Sudanese pharmaceutical plant, says a $30- 
million lawsuit filed in federal court by Saleh Idris, the Saudi 
owner of the demolished plant. 

In August 1998, Clinton called the factory a “terrorist-related” 
facility with ties to Osama bin Laden, the Saudi exile allegedly 
responsible for the attacks on two U.S. embassies in East Africa. 
U.S. officials later said they’d found traces of chemical agents in 
a soil sample from the plant. Idris denies ties to bin Laden, telling 
Newsweek , “I want to clear my name.” 

The Feds have already released $24 million in frozen assets 
belonging to Idris, but a White House official told Newsweek “We 
stand by our findings that led to the strike in the first place,” 

If our president says so, well 
then it must be true, a la “I did 
not have sex with that woman.” 

We’ll put our bets on Idris to 
prevail. 

A great Clinton legacy most 
haven’t realized yet is his disas¬ 
sembly of the Bill of Rights of the 
United States Constitution. As it’s 
supposed to, this bill sometimes 
impedes government in favor of 
individuals. Hence, we have the 
constitutional provision that pro¬ 
tects us from unwarranted search¬ 
es and seizures. 

Clinton used hysteria follow¬ 
ing the Oklahoma City bombing 
to encourage and sign new anti¬ 
terrorist legislation that makes it 
simple for federal agents to. wire¬ 
tap almost any American citizen, anywhere for almost any reason. 

So when his administration learned of a potential communist 
Chinese spy at the Los Alamos nuclear labs in New Mexico, it 
should have been easy to investigate. And federal investigators 
did, alas, request a wiretap of suspected spy Wen Ho Lee. Lo and 
behold, in May the media found out Attorney General Janet Reno 
disapproved only one wiretap request in the past several years — 
the one investigators wanted for Wen Ho Lee. 

With this little tidbit, it’s becoming increasingly clear Clinton 
not only knew about the Chinese spy activity, but was perhaps 
cooperating with the Chicoms. When thinking of the spy, 
remember how Clinton likes to lie. Ask yourself why his attor¬ 
ney general would disapprove only one wiretap request — a 
move that would benefit a suspected spy. If he’ll lie, he’ll spy. 
Any questions? 



Because of the spying allegations against China, the U.S. fed¬ 
eral government has started polygraph testing some 5,000 nuclear 
weapons scientists and others at the Department of Energy, 
reports the Washington Post. It’s the first wholesale use of lie- 
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detector tests in government beyond the CIA and the National 
Security Agency. 

Energy Secretary Bill Richardson said he decided to start the 
tests to send a message that protecting nuclear secrets is a top pri¬ 
ority. However, Richardson is concerned the move will make it 
difficult to recruit top-rate scientists. He’s probably right. Just 
what kind of educated professional would want to sacrifice their 
dignity at the altar of Clinton lies and screw-ups? 

And why should department employees be subjected to thou¬ 
sands of expensive tests? One lie detector test, administered to 
Clinton years ago, would likely have solved the problem. 



Good news: A1 Gore will likely get the Democratic nomi¬ 
nation for the 2000 election. Even better news: A1 Gore is 

every bit the liar Clinton is, and 
therefore completely unelec¬ 
table this time around. 

Last December, at the post¬ 
impeachment party, A1 Gore 
told the American public that 
impeachment was a great dis¬ 
service to “a man I believe will 
be regarded in the history 
books as one of our greatest 
presidents.” 

But in June, the day he 
announced his candidacy, A1 
Gore spoke with Diane Sawyer 
on “20/20” and denounced the 
president’s actions with 
Lewinsky as “inexcusable” and 
“terribly wrong.” These things 
simply don’t jibe: the “greatest 
president,” and he was “terribly 

wrong,” 

A New York Post editorial titled “A1 Gore, Liar,” reminds us of 
some of the veep’s other famous lies. Remember when he told us 
he and his wife, Tipper, were the models for the couple in Erich 
Segal’s Love Story ? Segal says that simply isn’t true. And let’s not 
forget how A1 Gore waxed sentimental about spending his youth 
on a farm, when in fact he was the son of a U.S. senator and raised 
in a Washington, D.C. hotel. He told “Larry King Live” he invent¬ 
ed the Internet, when in fact it was “invented” eight years before 
he entered Congress. 

A1 Gore also claimed to have had meetings with “pro-life 
leaders” who simply refused to see reason. Leaders of pro-life 
groups, unaware of any such meetings, demanded to know 
whom A1 Gore met with. He refused to give names. Nobody has 
ever come forward and claimed to have met with A1 Gore in such 
meetings. That’s because the meetings didn’t exist. They were 
lies, just like most of what’s served up by the Clinton 
Administration. 

A1 Gore has served for eight years under a liar, and he’s honed 
the craft quite well himself. But Americans are sick and tired of 
the lies. Having been exposed as a liar, A1 Gore has no chance at 
all of victory in the year 2000. Voters simply won’t subject them¬ 
selves to another term of this crap. ^ 
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Professional Locksmithing Tools 


• m PXP 8 l (U i III AIMr^One 


LOCKAID W 

Specifically designed to pick ^ ■ 

tumbler locks. Designed over thirty “ 

years ago to aid law enforcement agencies. 
Consists of tension wrench, three needles and 
Lockaid “Gun." Prices include a copy of the book 
“Lockpicking Simplified.’’ 

Lockaid $69.95 1 11 11 111 


PXP 8 


PIX MODEL 13 II 

This deluxe yet compact kit 
features 11 of the most commonly 
used tools. Comes in a slim cowhide leather case 
for discreet undercover operatives. As a ^ 
special bonus, a 5-piece set of warded /m 
picks is included. A 16-piece set total. '/J) 

Also included, a copy of “Lockpicking 
Simplified.’’ Receive all this at a low price of 
Fix 13 $42.95 


• Shirt Pocket Size. V 

• Top Grain Cowhide xL 

Leather. (JV. 

• Has 8 Picks, Tension . \ 

Wrenchs and Broken Key 
Extractor. \\ 

• All Picks with Metal \ 

Handles. » 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 8 $24.95 


PXP 10 ■j&JilUijij 

• Shirt Pocket Size. C\\ \/ 

• Top Grain Cowhide Leather. v > • 

• Has 13 Picks, Tension Wrenchs and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

• All Picks with Metal Handles. 

• Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 10 $34.95 


Lockpicking Simplified $8.50 

Complete Guide to Lockpicking $15.00 
Improvised Lock Picks $9.95 

Tubular Locks $8.95 

Lockout and forced entry $11.95 

Involuntary Repression $10.95 


/ 


Safe & Vault manipulation 
How to Pick Pins & Wafers 
Combination Locks 
Keys by Impressioning 
Key Casting Manual 
Locks, Picks, Clicks 


P'X-EZ I 

All-In-One 

Pick-Set \ Hr 

100% American Madel ^ N 

As convenient to cany ■ 

and use as a pocket knife! * 

Only 4 inches long, half inch square, weighs under five 
ounces, works fast and opens pm and water tumbler 
locks quickly, with very little effort. Six tempered spring 
steel picks, tension wrench. $34.95 


WKS PICKS 

Made of the finest blue tempered I] |\\ 
spring steel, this 5-piece padlock # # J \ * 
pick-set is a must in every lock¬ 
smiths’ tool box. This set will pick open most 
every warded padlock made today. $9.95 


MONTHLY SPECIAL 



RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 


INCLUDES —5 ITEMS 

t-MD-16 DELUXE SET.. 

.$59.95 

1-5CHALGE WAFER SET. 

1-SESAMEE DECODER. 

.$17.95 

t-WKS PICKS. 

.$ 9.95 

1-DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS. 

. 129x95 

A VALUE OF $147.75 

AT A LOW PRICE OF $89.95 




WA 


SESAMEE DECODER 

This tool was designed to decode the exact 
combination of a sesamee padlock without 
damaging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 


ESP-13 Ml' damaging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 

This handy new pick set is the most popular set among ___ 

professional locksmiths today. This kit consists of 12 ^_ 

different tools housed in a handsome black leather case $1735 

designed for a shirt pocket. Included in the price, you 
receive a 5-piece warded key set and a copy of 
“Lockpicking Simplified.’’ 17-piece set total. 

ESP-13 $45.95 

MINI PICK TUBULAR 

The most effective tubular pick on the market, unike the larger picks with long 
handles or screwdriver handfes. The longer the tod, the more pressure needed 

which causes easy breakage The advantage of the KUni Pick is it is so short, $79.95 

you only use your thumb and index fingec With a tittle practice this tod wfl) open a tubular lock to less than a minute 
A. \bur Choice: (1) Center (2) Offset left (3) Offset right; Bl “Segal" 8 pin tubular C 5pm Tubular Q 6-pto Tubular; E. 8-Pto Ace 


DOUBLE SIDED DISK TUMBLER PICKS 

Set of 4 picks designed to be used on the most popular double¬ 
sided disc tumbler, showcase, cam and padlocks. 

$29.95 SCHLAGE WAFER 

The most fantastic tool you will 
Electric Picks ever use. This set consists of two 

base keys and pick. Complete in¬ 
structions included. 

$29.95 


The best single tool for most pin tumbler locks • Opens many locks in seconds 
High quality aluminum construction • Used by locksmiths worldwide 

E100C (3 volt). $ 99.95 


kx — 


MD16 

Shirt Pocket Size, Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, Zippered 
Case, has 16 Picks, Tension 
Wrenches and Broken Key 
Extractor. 
$59.95 


MD32 

Hip Pocket Size, Jf 
Top Grain | 

Cowhide Leather, • 
Zippered Case, 
has 32 picks, 

Tension Wrenches,^ 
Broken Key 
Extractor. 

$69.95 




MD60 

Top Grain Cowhide Leather, Zippered Case, 
has 60 picks, Tension Wrenches, Broken Key 
Extractor and Warded Master Keys. $109.95 


Catalog $3.00 — Free with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery 
on Personal Check Orders. 
Money orders ship same day 
recei ved. 

wsiAw All major credit cards 
accepted. _ 


P.O. Box 68, Dept SF9, Dexter, OR 97431; (541)726*6360 Musl ** 18 J^ 

Web Address: www.gun-room.com E-mail: gunroom@pacwest.net 
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Rifle Tactics 




T he primary focus of this article is to review 
some of the basic rifle tactics as applied to con¬ 
frontations. Before starting into the tactics 
themselves several points of interest should be clari¬ 
fied for potential rifle operators. 

The first point of interest is to clear up the “range 
to contact” myth. It is my opinion, supported by fact, 
to state forcefully and in writing that the range to con¬ 
tact of most rifle fights is generally under 100 yards. 

And to press the issue, more often than not these 
fights take place inside what we might normally con¬ 
sider effective handgun range distances of 50 yards or 
less. Fights most often are just what they are — one 
of the ways we can effect the outcome of the fight is 
by the selection of the weapon we will take with us. 

Would you willingly go to a fight with a handgun? 

The second point of interest is equipment. I am 
repeatedly exposed to operators with equipment of 
today’s “current technology.” Well, much of the junk 
doesn’t work. After market parts, second rate guns 
pieced together, sights with batteries, bargain maga¬ 
zines, fancy barrels with elaborate twists for the magic 161-grain 
very low drag .223 caliber... you get the point. It is my opinion that 
you better have a rifle that works and it better have iron sights on it 
somewhere. Do what you will, but just remember you might have to 
bet your life on the equipment you select. Do you want magic? Or 
do you want iron? 


This is an example of one of the leading problems when 
applying rifles to a fight. Just because the sight is clear 
doesn’t mean the muzzle is. This is a significant problem in 
rifles whether it wears a scope or iron sights. 


Two shooters with their backs to wall with weapons extended. 
This shows the true difference in the length of the two systems. 
The rifle operator is required to master the additional length. For 
that trouble rifle shooters gain power and ammunition capacity. 


4 


The principles of a rifle are pretty straightforward. A rifle should 
be fired, serviced and maintained by the individual carrying it. It 
should be capable of being fired from the shoulder and fire an effec¬ 
tive rifle cartridge. Several additional things may help to make a 
rifle more efficient for field use. Rifles of lighter weight and small¬ 
er stature that increase mobility will be helpful. The cartridge’s 
over-penetration or lack of penetration for 
application in built up areas might be a 
point of interest. Reasonable magazine 
capacity that doesn’t impede 
mobility is important. 

These things should 
ail be considered 
when you make 
your selection. It 
has been my expe¬ 
rience that most 
of your “equip¬ 
ment” is carried 
in your car from 
your home to the 
range and then car¬ 
ried from the trunk of 
the car to the shooting 
bench. It will be different 
if you are required to carry all 
this tactical/practical black stuff on your 
person for some length of time. 
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BRIGADE 


NATURAL DISASTERS WILL 
OCCUR-BE PREPARED FOR 
Y2K, WATER SHORTAGES, 
EARTHQUAKES, HURRICANES, 
TORNADOES, FLOODS, ICE 
STORMS & MORE 

KRILL® Lamp - The Last Light Stick you’ll Ever Need to Buy! 

Amazing Electroluminescent Light Stick with a 3,000 hour life can easily replace 
over 250 disposable chemlights costing over $500.00! Ideal for Survival and 
Emergencies of All Types, Child Safety, Police, Diving, Camping, Aviation, and 
Military use. KRILL r lamps produce a soft glow from a patented system using micro- 
encapsulated phosphors.: Meets Mil-Spec brightness minimums • Waterproof to 150 
feet, • On/Off Switch • Compact & Lightweight -5” long, 3 oz with batteries • Shock 
proof • Regular Burns 120+hours/Extreme 50 hours. Colors in order of bright¬ 
ness, Green (5.5 Foot lumens/ Extreme 10.5 FL) (17) Green, (14) Blue, (11) White, 
(21) Yellow, (16) Orange, (09) Red. (Requires 2AA batteries not incl.) Made in 
USA. KrilP is a registered trademark of the Kriana Corp . 

KLR36, Krill Regular $24.99 or KLX36, Krill Extreme $29.99 

WE STOCK: Mil-Spec MRE’s, Compressed Emergency Food 
Rations, Water Purification Devices, Water Storage Bladders, Water 
Barrels, 55, 30 15 & 5 Gallons, Pumps, Screw Top Plastic Food 
Storage Pails 1 to 6.5 gallons, 02 Absorbers, Water Treatment, 
Crank & Solar Radios, Walkie-Talkies, Lighting, Trioxane Fuel Bars, 
First Aid, Blankets and Hundreds of Other Preparedness Items. 


Tactical Considerations 

There are many points to consider in the 
tactical application of the rifle. I can’t and 
we don’t have space to address all of them 
in one article. I have selected several of 
what I consider to be the more important 
one or ones where mistakes are made most 
often for your review. 

The first point that I would address in 
the tactical application of the rifle in con¬ 
frontations is the operator’s awareness to 
the mechanical offset of the sights. In 
scoped rifles we call this offset “parallax.” 
It is the distance between the line of sight 
and the line of bore of the rifle. With rifles 
mounting iron sights this distance between 
sights and bore can be called correctly a 
“mechanical offset.” Why is this important? 
What happens often is during deployment 
the operator has a clear sight picture of the 
target, but the muzzle is obstructed by some 
medium. So, in laymen terms the sights are 
clear, the muzzle is not. I know of one large 
elk missed, one bank robber holding a 
hostage missed, about 20 holes in the Tower 
and about 200-plus holes in our representa¬ 
tive cover barricades here at Thunder Ranch 
because of failure to clear offset. Not, as 
you say, “OK.” Try this for size. In 1985 I 
ran the rifle stage at the SOF 3-Gun Match 
in Las Vegas. As part of the drill competi¬ 
tors had to fire over walls approximately 3 
feet in front of them. Of the 200-plus shoot¬ 
ers, 170 shot the wall in front of them. Just 
because your sights are clear doesn’t mean 
the muzzle is. Clear your muzzle first then 
clear the sights. 

The second issue to address is “leading 
with the muzzle.” This for the most part is 
whining. If you stand a person with a hand¬ 
gun in a weaver or isosceles firing position 
with a handgun beside a person with an 
AR15, there is generally about 6 inches dif¬ 
ference. In some of the smaller model rifles 
the actual length is shorter with a long gun 
than an extended handgun. The real issue in 
a fight at arm’s length or across a room is, 
“Would you rather shoot the oncoming 
threat with a rifle or a handgun?” If you 
select wisely then it means you must learn 
to manage this minimal length in and 
around comers, doorways and areas you 
may deploy the rifle in. 

Not leading with the muzzle can mean 
something else as well. This tactical concept 
can also be applied to firing the rifle from 
the back of the room in urban environments 
instead of close proximity to windows or 
door openings. By staying to the back of the 
room you dilute the muzzle signature as 
well as reducing potential return fires from 
hitting you. Your field of view will be nar¬ 
rower, but so is the field of return fire 
towards you. 

The third issue I would address is the 
back splash or flash of the muzzle signature 
when the rifle is fired too close to doors, 
walls, comers, etc. With many post-ban 
rifles no muzzle signature reducers or flash 
hiders are available. When fired in confined 
areas some of these muzzle “flashes” 


M/C* VISA* AMEX* DISCOVER 

Free Shipping for your KrilP Lamp with this Ad! 

Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd 
1025-GS3 Cobb Inti. Blvd 
Kennesaw, GA 30152-4300 


To Order or Request a FREE Color Catalog 
with Our Full Line of Preparedness, Tactical and 
Survival Products, CALL 800-338-4327 Today 
Before it is Too Late! Dealer and Bulk Purchases 
Invited- Call 888-276-4700. 


ORDER TOLL-FREE 800 - 338-4327 Fax: 800-892-2999 



STEINER MILITARY/Ml 

0 

INE 


Battle Tested & Ready For Action. 


They've stood up to some of the toughest conditions in 
the world. That's what makes these rugged, lightweight 
Steiner binoculars the free world's leading military ^ 
binoculars. So whatever action you have in 
mind-whatever environment you challenge- / : Jl | 
Steiner stands ready with optics that deliver 
sharp, crisp images with German precision., 

The Steiner 8 x 30 Military/Marine. Once focused, it's 
sharp from 20 yards out for fast recognition of your 
target. Also available in 0 x 30. 7x 35, 7 x 50, 

9x40 and 10x50 models. 

Pioneer Research 

97 Foster Rd„ Moorestown, NJ 08057-1118 
(609)866-9191, (800)257-7742, Fax; (609)866-8615 

Steiner Optik Canada, Inc. 

52 Chatham St., West, Suite 300, 

Windsor, Ontario N9A 5M6 Canada (519)258-7263 
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SWITCHBLADE - AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS! 
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Precision Crafted SOBA1G 


Chambers the 
50BMG cartridge! 

• All steel construction 

• 30.4 pounds • 45.5 inch LOA 

• Thumb safety and bolt stop safety 

• Very low recoil, like a 12 gauge shotgun 

• Single shot breech loading bolt action bull pup 

• Match grade chamber (requires match grade ammo) 

• 36 inch l il 6 twist heavy barrel with compensator 

• 4340 alloy steel bolt (Mil Spec 5000), heat treated to 46 R/C 

• 4140 alloy steel receiver, heat treated to 42 R/C 

• Comes complete with bipod, scope mount, leather cheek pad 
and hard carry case. Scope sold separately. 

Unsurpassed Accuracy and Impact! 


4133 West Farm RD, West Jordan, UT 84088-4997 
Tel: 801-280-3505 • Fax: 801-280-1972 
vsfww.largrizzly.com • Email: guns@largrizzly.com 


B£AJR ARMS WITH GRIZZLY* 


TRIPOD AND' 
PINT TEL MOUNT 

Lightweight tripod with positive locking eleva¬ 
tion and windage adjustment . Perfect for lock¬ 
ing the Grizzly 50 Big Boar on target! A vari¬ 
ety of large game species have been taken 
using a tripod equipped Grizzly 50 Big Boar! 


Sources for ALL automatic knives! 

•Rare and scarce antiques, 

•American-ltalian-German 
•High-Tech production models. 
•Exotic handcrafted customs. 


A MUST for ALL switchblade fans! 

♦Packed with FIRST-CLASS photo^ 

♦ Maintenance & repair tips 
♦Free classified ads 
♦The LATEST trends 

♦ Informative articles and features^ 

Now in our SEVENTH YEARI 


TO ORDER YOURSj^send $10. fora single issue or $30. 

[$38. Foreign] for a one-year (4 issue) subscription to: 

THE NEWSLETTER 

2269 Chestnut St, Suite 212-A 
For 24hr. information call: 415 -664 2105 San Francisco, CA 94123. USA 


Check out our WEB SITE 
“thenewslctter.com” 


impede the ability of the operator to see fol¬ 
low up shots or work. Most fights are in low 
or altered light environments. Most walls 
are light colored. Most short barreled or 
non-flash hiders rifles have large muzzle 
signatures. 

Try to shoot your defensive rifle in low 
light training. Shoot different brands of 
ammunition to see which one produces the 
least muzzle signature. Its real simple, in 
fights the people shooting at you may not 
be applying the best marksmanship tech¬ 
niques, but even a knot-head would or will 
shoot at something they can see. Two exam¬ 
ples: Investigate the average life expectan¬ 
cy of a machine gunner operator once he 
turns the gun on in a full-fledged fight. 
Thirty years ago we used M14s with 
ANPVS2 night-vision scopes and loaded 
with tracers to spot or mark threats. After 
this spotting our indigenous troops would 
volley fire their BARs, Ml Garands and 
carbines at these tracer-marked zones. It 
wasn’t pretty, but it was effective. 

Another point of interest, I would 
strongly suggest you take the ammunition 
you intend to use and test it against differ¬ 
ent types of mediums, steel, wood, sheet 
rock, concrete, etc. Don’t rely on some stu¬ 
pid video to “show” you what may happen 
when you use your rifle/ammunttion com¬ 
bination against these objects. Remember, 
we saw Forrest Gump shake John F, 
Kennedy’s hand. If my life may depend on 
the outcome I would shoot my own tests. 

As a final thought please remember that 
the ballistic curve works in both directions. 
If they are in range so are you. Consider 
that, by definition, cover stops, turns, 
impedes and impairs direct and indirect fire. 
Put as much stuff as you can between you 
and the potential threat or incoming threat 
of fire. 

For everyone of those people who are 
out there practicing shooting at 300, 400, 
500 yards, which are notable skills to have, 
remember your personal fight may just as 
likely be at short range. You need to con¬ 
sider many things in the tactical application 
of the rifle. The presence of bystanders or 
loved ones may restrict the use of the rifle. 
The concept of reconnaissance by fire, 
besides being a waste of ammunition, needs 
to be abandoned. Your range to contact, 
fields of fire and observation can be 
restricted by structures, furniture, dust, 
smoke and debris. Special equipment may 
be needed by trained personnel who are 
mentally and physically prepared for close, 
continual room to room conflict with fleet¬ 
ing, moving potential targets and threats. 
Based on the area of application we may 
have to operate on familiar or unfamiliar 
ground, working in positions that may 
require us to expose ourselves to the threat 
in order to accomplish our desired tasks. 

You might remember one of the things 
we teach as basic doctrine here at Thunder 
Ranch: You don’t learn tactics because you 
want to use them. You learn tactics in case 
you have to use them. 

Train hard, fight easy. ^ 
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These are the same secrets used by_ SWAT cogs and Soec-Qp soldiersl 


World-Famous Streetfighter Allows A 
Loaded .45 Automatic To Be Pointed At His 

Face And Fired... 

Just To Prove He Can Teach You To Safely Disarm And Disable Barehanded 
Even An Armed Attacker Who Has Made Up His Mind To Shoot... 

And Do It As Easy As Taking Candy From A Baby! 



(continued) 




R. 


By Dr. 

Dear Friend, 

Find a toy or model handgun in the house 
you can use for a little... experiment! (Do 
NOT use a real gun for this!) To prove a point 
that will change your life (and your self-con¬ 
fidence) forever, I want you to do 2 things: 


1.1 want you to set this “training” gun aside, 
and watch the three videos I will send you. 


2. Then, I want you to give the gun to the 
toughest, biggest and most coordinated 
friend you have... and ask him to... 


Point The Gun At You 
And Squeeze The Trigger! 


Why am I asking you to do this? Because, 
I want to prove to you that what you see on 
these video tapes will allow you to instantly 
take that gun away (bare-handed) and put him 
down on the ground before he can move a 
muscle to squeeze the trigger! And once 
down, you will be able to keep him on the 
floor. You’ll be in complete control. 

As you will see in these tapes, you do not 
need strength, or special agility, or even pre¬ 
vious skill in fighting. You will see how even 
a small man (5' 5", 140 pounds soaking wet) 
can easily disarm and take down a body¬ 
builder (6' 2", 240 pounds) trained in judo! 

What you are about to learn are the iden¬ 
tical “Disarm and Disable” tactics used by 
elite U.S. military personnel, big city SWAT 
teams, and high-profile security enforce¬ 
ment... 


Which Have Been Kept Secret 
From Civilians (Like You) 
For Almost 20 Years! 


L. Horine, Director ; OTS, Civilian Fighting Division 


Now ; don’t get the idea the “moves’ 
you are about to learn are difficult, ju: 
because they have been held in seen 
by some of the most feared fighters ii 
the world. The moves are simple and 
natural ... yet utterly devastating when 
used against an armed attacker. You will 
be able to quickly take away yotjr 
assailant’s gun. The secrets revcaledSn 
these amazing video tapes will give you a 
powerful new way of moving in the wofftl, 
because... 

You Will Never Again 
Walk Your Streets In Fear! 

Are you having trouble believing all this? 
That’s okay — I’m used to people being sus¬ 
picious... at first. But the truth is, what yop 
are about to learn is praised by professional 
soldiers, and law enforcement personnel all 
over the country. 


Here is how we came to discover these 
“professional warrior” bare-handed fight¬ 
ing secrets: For a long time now, I have been 
connected to the “inside” of certain elite mili¬ 
tary and law enforcement circles. (Including 
the Navy SEALS — the most dangerous sol¬ 
diers on the planet.) My goal is to help civil¬ 
ians like you to understand the super-effec¬ 
tive fighting skills that have been developed. 
I want my family to feel as safe and protected 
as possible, and I’m sure you want the same 
for your loved ones. 

Anyway, through certain inside “contacts” 
(which I am not going to tell you about) I was 
approached by two of the most respected pro¬ 
fessional combat trainers in the world: Randy 
Wanner is a feared martial arts expert who 
for years has been training federal and state 
law enforcement agencies in “street 
survival fighting tactics”. (He was 
also the former Martial Arts editor 
for Soldier of Fortune magazine.) 

His name is well-known among 
the elite “warriors” of modern- 
day combat, and he has gone toe- 
to-toe with street fighters from j 
all over the world to prove his 
techniques are superior to any¬ 
thing else out there. 

Bob Taylor (who spent 2 
tours in Viet Nam with the 
101st Airborne, MACV- 
SERT, and the famous 75th 
Rangers) is considered one 


of the country’s most experienced experts in 
counter insurgency operations; state, local and 
federal law enforcement agencies use him fre¬ 
quently for training. He is also a specialist in 
counter-terrorism for African, South Ameri¬ 
can and Central American governments. 

These two guys are in demand all over the 
world. Their clients include the U.S. mili¬ 
tary, big-city SWAT teams, international 
anti-terrorist squads and top security firms 
in 15 foreign countries. These clients hire 
Bob and Randy for just one thing: 


Their Incredible Skill In Quickly 
Teaching Their Unique 
“Bare-Handed” Disarming and 
Disabling Techniques For 
Armed Attackers! 


This new fighting system took over 20 
years to develop. It was necessary 


“I seldom give 
endorsements, but 
this is something 
special! ...it may 
I save your life .” 

V Col. Robert 
f K. Brown, 

W USAR (Ret.) 

Founder and 
¥ publisher of 
Soldier of 
For tune 
-rf<ffi^azine 






because the techniques the police and the mili¬ 
tary used to use—based on centuries-old ka¬ 
rate moves — simply were not effective in 
real combat conditions. Soldiers and officers 
who were supposed to be disarming their at¬ 
tackers were, instead, getting shot and dis¬ 
abled themselves! 

Randy and Bob decided to find out what 
was wrong. There was only one sane way to 
do this. They used their connections within the 
military establishment to get “training” bullets 
for their weapons. These bullets (called “Red 
Jets”) are almost impossible for civilians to get. 
They are made of wax and polymer, yet are 
calibrated to fire from real weapons and can 
blow a hole in quarter-inch plywood from 15 
feet. These training bullets were necessary for 
Bob and Randy’s research, because... 

They Used This Live Ammunition 
On Each Other To Develop Their 
New Disarming System! 

Let me tell you — those wax bullets travel 
at over 400feet per second. .. and even if they 
don’t tear up your body like real bullets, these 
guys have the scars to prove getting hit with 
them isn’t pretty. No one else in the world 
has ever done this kind of live-weapon re¬ 
search! 

Their discoveries have revolutionized the 
way modem professional warriors approach 
armed attackers — already, there are cops 
who are on record saying these new skills 
have saved their lives in the street! 

Why do you — as a civilian — need 
these skills? Are you kidding? The whole 
world has gone psycho. The odds that you 
will be faced by an armed attacker — with¬ 
out a weapon of your own to rely on — are 
getting worse every day. This kind of ad¬ 
vanced knowledge (even if it is easy to learn) 
isn’t a luxtiry for American men anymore. 
The facts are staggering: 

* M.I.T. (the famous university) did a study 

uncovering the fact that 5 of every 6 


Here is just a sample of 
what you’ll learn about... 

DISARMING A GUN... 

* How to “jockey” for your best first-strike 
position during an attack!* How to in¬ 
stantly tell if a gun is in “Condition 
One” — military jargon for “ready to 
fire”! (This “inside” weapon knowledge 
could give you a precious extra second 
in any confrontation... enough to 
choose your best next move!) 

* The most important (and toughest) deci¬ 
sion you must make in any armed con¬ 
frontation... and how to make it intelli¬ 
gently and morally (so you never have to 
second-guess yourself later!) 

* Why the incorrect disarming techniques 
will actually force your attacker to 
fire... whether he’s decided to or not! 

* Why a man with a gun standing just 2 feet 
away from you is at a disadvantage... and 


twelve-year-old kids are going to be the 
victim of a violent crime in their lives! 

That’s almost everybody , sooner or later! 

* Jean O’Neil (of the National Crime Pre¬ 
vention Council) says that victims who 
are forced into an attacker’s car rarely 
walk away alive! 

* And every kind of horrible crime is be¬ 
coming more and more common — you 
are no longer safe in your home, at school, 
in your car, in a restaurant, or on the street 
surrounded by other people! (Jerks with 
nothing to lose are now senselessly shoot¬ 
ing their robbery victims even after 
they’ve gotten everything of value.) 
What’s more, new studies show that 

women who fight back are less likely to be 
raped. And that learning some form of self- 
defense is your best bet against a criminal 
population who is prepared to use force and 
violence on a whim. 

But there’s a BIG problem here. The 

way most Americans are going about getting 
prepared to defend themselves is simply... 

Not Going To Work! 

Here are the facts, my friend: Most mar¬ 
tial art studios are run by people who have 
never been in a real fight before in their 
lives... and you will probably be trained (in 
a huge class) by people who have been pre¬ 
maturely promoted to “black belt” just to 
handle the classes! These “store front” stu¬ 
dios operate exactly like health spas — they 
lure in large numbers of people, and get the 
money up front. It’s a business. 

And the garbage being sold to women of¬ 
fers only the pale illusion of self-defense: 
Tear gas will not work on a drug-crazed at¬ 
tacker intent on harm. Even the fancy alarms 
and sirens people are “arming” themselves 
with are worthless in most cases of attack. 
(They don’t protect cars, they don’t protect 
houses, and they won’t “protect” you either.) 
In reality, you have only two choices: 


Remain a vulnerable “potential victim” who 
trusts that God will protect you... or learn 
the RIGHT way to defend yourself. 

It’s not hard to do. In fact, it’s relatively 
simple... 

Once You Understand 
The “Inside” Secrets! 

Well, there’s a “hitch”. You see, the only 
way to even get any personal training from 
Bob or Randy was to get into their heavily- 
monitored seminars. But to get in, you need 
2 forms of official credentials and licenses 
(plus about $850 for the full board of instruc¬ 
tion). Only professionals — elite soldiers, 
police SWAT teams, high-profile security 
agents — have been allowed to learn this life¬ 
saving stuff... 

Until Now! 

Why now? Because, after about a year of 
intense negotiation, we convinced Bob and 
Randy to go into a video studio and produce 
the first video package ever of their most 
trustworthy techniques for facing an armed 
attacker bare-handed. 

And they did just that. After weeks of film¬ 
ing and editing, they created the only pack¬ 
age in existence for people (like you) out¬ 
side the world of professional warriors. Yet 
they pulled no punches in presenting their 
new fighting system! What you get here is 
all their best techniques, best advice, and best 
training methods! 

In this amazing, just-released video pack¬ 
age you’ll receive a comprehensive full- 
length video (over 80 minutes) — teaching 
you all the advanced combat techniques for 
instantly disarming and disabling (bare¬ 
handed) any assailant coming at you with a 
gun, club or knife (the most common weap¬ 
ons you’ll see on American streets)! 

The techniques you will discover on these 
tapes are the identical ones taught to elite 


how to use simple “leverage” to make him 
regret it forever! 

...A KNIFE... 

* How to tell when your attacker is just 
“bluffing” with a knife... and when he’s 
about to commit to stabbing you! (Cru¬ 
cial knowledge for making your best 
fight-ending move!) 

* How to protect your most vulnerable 
“targets” during a knife fight... and how 
to use these rapid-blood loss areas 
against your assailant to end the fight 
instantly! 

...A STICK, A CLUB, ORA 

BASEBALL BAT... 

* How to tell where the “sweet spot” of a club 
or baton is.,. where all the damaging power 
is located! (And how to avoid it!) 

* Where the “safety” area of the club is: the 
20% of any swing where the power of the 
club is wasted (and where your opportunity 

www.threatresponse.com 


to end the fight lies)! 

... BAREHANDED ... 

And, once you’ve disarmed your attacker 
and are facing him bare-handed... well, 
that’s just child’s play now. These tapes will 
show you: 

* How to use the secret of your body’s 
natural “fulcrums” to bring anyone to 
their knees... using only 12 pounds of 
pressure and a tiny “torque” of your 
wrist! (Once you understand the secret, 
even a fighter twice your size can be 
dropped in a blink... with no more ex¬ 
ertion on your part than you’d use to 
open a tin can!) 

* The 4 crucial moves you must make when 
being “held up” from behind! (Or being 
forced to kneel from behind... one of the 
more common assault techniques used by 
desperate criminals and hostage takers!) 
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soldiers, SWAT team cops and high-security 
personnel... 

With One Important Difference! 

In these videos, you get the incredible 
advantage of seeing everything via 3 separ¬ 
ate cameras (mounted stage left, right, and 
overhead)... so you get multi-angles and 
slow-motion repetitions of each and every 
move! This means you get an increased un¬ 
derstanding... and you’ll follow a faster 
‘‘learning curve” than even the professionals 
get during a seminar! 

This is no Holly wood B.S .... these are real 
techniques used by cops and soldiers! And 
make no mistake — this stuff should only be 
used when you are faced with what the pro¬ 
fessionals call “Condition Red”: The point 
where you have absolutely decided that your 
assailant has already made the choice to harm 
you., and you must act to save your life! 

That’s what this tape package is all about. 
You, ultimately, have to take responsibility 
for yourself, and for your actions. We can’t 
do that for you. Neither can we guarantee 
that what you learn here will make you in¬ 
vulnerable to harm — that would be a stupid 
claim, and you would be a fool to believe it. 
No, what you have here is an OPTION. You 
are giving yourself one more (powerful) 
choice in this crazed, dangerous world — the 
choice to not be a vulnerable victim who has 
no idea what to do... even though you know 
that certain harm is imminent! 

I don’t rob people. I don’t like to hurt any¬ 
one, and I don’t like to see other people get 
hurt. It sickens me that the criminal element 
has taken over our streets, and is invading 
homes with impunity. That sucks — and I, 
for one, am damned glad to have tools like 
these to take back my little piece of the world. 

And I believe you feel the same way. 

That’s why I’ve written this to you today. 
I want you to see these tapes for yourself. 
Right now. 

Here’s the deal: All you need to do is 
call my office at 1-800-899-8153 and ask 
for Department MW-11 (that’s a toll-FREE 
call and won’t cost you a cent) and tell the 
person who answers that you want the 
“ Fighting Chance” video package. Have 
your credit card ready. Or, if you prefer to 
pay by check or money order, simply fill 
out the “ Priority Order Form” below and 
mail it with your payment to: 

OT$, 606 E. ACEQUIA. DEPT. MW-11 
VISALIA, CA 93292 

The cost of this incredible package is just 
$69 (plus $4.50 for shipping and handling)... 
and you have a... 

Full 3 Month Risk-Free 
Money-Back Guarantee! 

If you aren’t satisfied with this package 
—for any reason at all — just send it back 
and I will rush your refund back by return 
mail. I trust your judgment here. I wouldn’t 
be writing to you otherwise. 

But Wait... There’s a FREE GIFT!! 

For those quick enough to order in the next 
5 days . I will give you one of my favorites... 


“Dirty Tricks”... the same sneaky moves 
used by professional soldiers and cops who 
can’t afford to waste time fighting by the old 
“rules of the street”... ABSOLUTELY FREE! 
You’ll learn: 

* The amazing ‘Tilthy cat fight” trick that 
even urban street fighters never learn... 
which will allow you to control anyone 
who isn’t bald! 

* The sneaky ways professional fighters use 
the element of surprise to turn around dan¬ 
gerous situations... even when they’re the 
ones who’ve been “jumped” by an assail¬ 
ant unexpectedly! 

* The simplest way to gain a “technical” 
advantage when you appear to be over¬ 
matched! 

And more. A lot more. 

But you do need to hurry if you want to 
take advantage of this incredibly gener¬ 
ous offer! THERE’S ONLY 118 FREE 
“DIRTY TRICKS” VIDEOS LEFT! 

Even though we have many allies in the 
military and law enforcement “brother¬ 
hood” who support our attempts to 
“de-victimize” civilians, you should 
know there are many others who are 
scared to death with the idea of giving 
these secrets away. We have already 
been “stopped” by the U.S. Navy for 
offering another product... and the truth 
is, there are no guarantees this product 
won’t be “stopped” also. 

If that happens, you won’t be able to 
get this information at any cost, any¬ 
where. So, you see, it’s very important that 
you order now, while you have this letter in 
your hands... and don’t risk having these 
tapes withheld from you! 

Sincerely, 




“The expert self defense 
instruction provided by Bob 
Taylor and Randy Warner, 
permits anyone to build a simple 
self defense strategy. The 
techniques presented in the tapes 
apply to the military, law 
enforcement, and ail walks of the 
civilian community .” 

—Robert C. Kingston 
General, USA Retired 





★ ★ 





..L. Horine 
Director, OTS 

RS. Find us at www.threatresponse.com 


“In my 50 years of military 
combat experience no one has 
done the hands-on research of 
being unarmed against a live 
weapon — until now!” 

—Maj. General 
John K. Singlaub 
USA (Ret) General Singlatib’s career was chronicled 
in his autobiography, Hazardous Duty, published 
by Summit Books. 



Priority 
Order Form! 


For fastest service 
use your credit card 
and Call Toll-FREE 


1-800-899-8153 (Dept MW-11) 

□ YES! I’m finally ready to take responsibility for my own self-defense! Please rush me 
this amazing “Fighting Chance” video package... including the Bonus ‘"Dirty Tricks” video 
that’s mine to keep no matter what I decide later. I understand ! have a 100% Ho Risk 
Money-Back Guarantee: if I’m not completely blown away by what I [earn, 1 can simply 
return the package for a fast refund, no questions asked. (But the “Dirty Tricks” video is my 
gift forever!) That’s a great otter... so here’s how I want to pay: 

□I prefer to pay with my credit card; Please charge my: □ Enclosed is my Check or Money Order for $73.50 

□ Visa □MasterCard □Discover GAmEx (Make payable to ots) 


Card# . 


Name:. 


Expires. 


Signature 


Address:. 
_ City_ 


ST 


Zip, 


OTS • 606 East Acequta, Department MW-11 « Visalia, CA 93292 

CA 4 VA residents add appropriate sales tax. Rush shipping available for additional charges of $10 for "2-day‘shipping and $15 for "Overnight" shipping, 
Foreign orders may require additional shipping. Call for more information. 
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Editor’s note: The names in this article have been altered; the 
events have not. TIME ran an article on 1 January 1973 pertaining 
to heroin being shipped Stateside inside the bodies of American 
KIAs . There was no sequel. 

will probably not come as a shock to anyone that South Vietnam 
was a virtual sea of drugs. But I witnessed several events first¬ 
hand that led me to believe that elements of the United States govern¬ 
ment and CIA were up to their grimy necks in the drug trade. 

Before you crucify me as an anti-American, red-loving traitor hell¬ 
bent on disseminating bogus, near-treasonous information, read on. 

I arrived in South Vietnam in January 1968 for my second 
tour of duty with the U.S. Army Special Forces, and eventually 
CCC (Command and Control Central) out of Kontum. From 
there we conducted primarily cross-border ops into Cambodia 
and, on occasion, into Laos, although we also performed opera¬ 
tions in South Vietnam proper, including prisoner snatches and 
enemy interdiction. 

While on one of the latter operations the first bizarre incident 


even one, to India. 

As I approached one plane, I noticed stacks of burlap-wrapped 
bales held snugly in the cargo webbing hooked to the deck. I placed 
one foot on the loading ramp and was about to crawl into the fuse¬ 
lage when one of the pilots, my dear friend Jerry, moved smartly 
toward me. 

“Jerry, hey! What’s up?” 

“Prester! What the fuck are you doing?” 

“What the hell, Jer, I was just ...” 

“I don’t give a damn! Get outta here, John, before both our asses 
get in a crack. Don’t say anything, don’t look at anything, don’t 
even think anything, just move your ass outta here!” 

As I walked off I smelled a distinctive odor — sweet, cloying 
and weird — emanating from the burlap bales. 

Over the subsequent months I experienced several equally dis¬ 
turbing incidents involving these now-ubiquitous wrapped parcels: 
twice more in the Vietnam jungle and once inside Cambodia, where 
my team got a magazine emptied at us. My suspicion of a major 
dope-smuggling operation began to form. 




occurred. We were paralleling the border, going south, heading for 
an suspected NVA supply point when we came upon a very strange 
sight. We spotted a group of about 75 unarmed indigenous civilian 
personnel, around 10 heat-packing CIDG (Civilian Irregular 
Defense Group) troops and a trio of Americans in civvies apparent¬ 
ly taking a break. 

The unarmed civilians were grouped around a number of large, 
burlap-wrapped bales. After about five minutes, these individuals 
hoisted their burdens and, safari-like, balanced them on their heads 
and moved out, their indig armed guards and American companions 
flanking and leading. 

Bewildered, we continued on with our mission. Upon our return 
to headquarters, our strange incident was inserted into our after¬ 
action reports and repeated orally during our debriefings. 

A couple of days hence, I was called into Major Baker’s office 
for a session that was brief and to the point: 

“Prester, this group of civilians you ran into the other day?” 

“Yes, Sir?” 

“You didn’t run into them, you don’t know anything about them, 
you never heard of them. Clear?” 

“Clear. Yes, Sir.” 

“Rewrite your report to that effect.” 

A week later, while wandering around the base, I happened to 
stroll over to the airstrip where several unmarked C-123s were off¬ 
loading cargo and being refueled. Most of the 123s had been taken 
over by Air America, even then known as the CIA’s proprietary air¬ 
line. I suppose being “sterile” offered some deniability. 

Air America aircraft were nothing new — they landed at my 
base quite often and C&C personnel (myself included) were on 
first-name basis with many of the pilots and had even hopped 
aboard for a few unauthorized R&Rs to Japan, Korea, Australia and, 


The most significant incident, however, occurred in late August 
1968 when I was pulling CQ duty. I was making security rounds in 
a Jeep, monitoring radio traffic and searching for a buddy who was 
sergeant of the guard. I spotted a parade of indig — with bundles 
on their heads — wending their way along the airstrip, heading for 
a parked and darkened C-123. 

I drove closer to the aircraft. Then I heard a scrambling behind 
me. I whirled around with my M-16 when something hard, cold and 
unmistakable pressed against my neck. My weapon was yanked 
from me and I found myself surrounded by little dark guys in civil¬ 
ian clothes, pointing their array of AKs and M-l carbines at me. The 
guy whose pistol was rudely screwed against my neck blurted out 
something in Khmer. Moments later, an American with a New York 
accent, blue jeans and Aloha shirt appeared. 



John Prester (second from left) prior to early morning security 
patrol on (formerly) Rhodesian ranch c. 1977. 
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“Soldier, you’re in awfully deep shit.” 
He checked my ID and got on his radio, 
then stared at me. 

“Prester, you’re a lucky sonofabitch.” 

The following morning, I again found 
myself in Maj. Baker’s office. Seemingly 
satisfied with my explanation, he dismissed 
me with a icy admonishment, “Prester, 
you’re a good soldier, and I’d hate to see 
anything — untoward — happen to you. 
You have no idea what’s involved here; it’s 
best that you never do.” 

During September ’68, a close friend of 
mine was KIA and, along with others, I vol¬ 
unteered to accompany his body to Saigon, 
where it would be prepared for transshipment 

We turned over our friend’s remains at 
graves registration, located at Tan Son Nhut 
Airport, and headed toward the 5th Group 
Motor Pool’s sub-location for SF personnel 
in town on official business. On the way, we 
ambled past the Air America hangar and 
saw a very uncommon sight: About 40 alu¬ 
minum government-issue caskets stacked 
up against the far outside wall. 

Early the next evening I was accompa¬ 
nying a young local lovely on a tour of one 
of Saigon’s less reputable neighborhoods 
when I noted a rather sweet, cloying and 
weird odor. 

We were passing a sizable warehouse at 
the time and I observed several armed 
Vietnamese civilians lounging about out 
front. You must remember that there was a 
war going, and thus the civilian ownership 
of weapons was frowned upon by official¬ 
dom. We slowed our pace and I asked my 
ladyfriend, “What’s that place?” 

“Not look! No stop here! That place 
number ten thousand!” She bolted, and I 
rushed to catch up. 

She blurted out, “ ’merican people 
there! Not Army — CIA!” 

“What’s in there?” 

She looked at me like I was a crazy G.I. 

“Opium!” she said sharply, then scurried 
away. 

The next morning I wended my way 
back to the transient barracks to change into 
my tiger-stripes. Again passing the ware¬ 
house, I spotted the same blue deuce-and-a- 
half, now empty, with a canvas top, rolled 
up to the tops of the seats for ventilation. In 
the back were two CAR-15-wielding Viet 
civilians — and several G.I. coffins. 

That afternoon, we dropped our Jeep off 
at the motor pool and walked back across 
the tarmac to the chopper which would give 
us a hop back to Nha Trang. As we neared 
that Air America hangar, a huge C-141 
Starlifter with red-white-and-blue letters — 
“AIR AMERICA” — on its fuselage was 
rolling out. We watched the tow truck haul 
the 141 past us. Visible in front of the office 
next to the hangar doors was the blue deuce- 
and-a-half and the two CAR-15-brandish¬ 
ing Viets, lighting up cigarettes while the 
Starlifter taxied onto the runway — for its 
takeoff to Los Angeles. 

The hangar wall was devoid of caskets. 



and Value you 
from KA-BAR 


KA-BAR Tough, ..KA-BAR Value 
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• ATS 34 Stainless 
Steel blades 

• Ribbed Zytel handles 
for comfort and grip 

• HRC 58-59 

• One hand opening 
side locks 

• Pocket clip 

• Four blade options 

• Made in the USA 

KA-BAR 

1-800-282-0130 
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| FREE "Report "Reveals G-Jo "Acupressure, First-Aid of the Samurai ... | 


Now-Fear No Pain or Injury! 


It's true! As a Master of G-Jo Acupressure, you 
can “erase” pain (and most other common ail¬ 
ments) in seconds ... using nothing but the touch 
of your finger! G-Jo is based on a network of 
secret pressure points (many of them used in the 
martial arts). When an injury occurs, simply reach 
for the right G-Jo point ... "trigger” it in a special 
way... and sigh in relief ! 

Be up and ready for action in moments - or 
help your loved ones, friends or students - using 
this remarkable technique. G-Jo is so foolproof it 
works for skeptics as well as "believers.” Armed 
with this secret, ancient knowledge, you too can 
now erase pain and suffering anytime, anyplace! 
This skill is vital for those in the martial arts ... healing arts ... survivalists and 
outdoorsmen - or anyone who ever finds himself far from doctors, medicines 
and hospitals. G-Jo is safe for all ages ... natural ... effective in healing 
hundreds of injuries and ailments ... and it works instantly ! Not only for the 
relief of serious injuries - G-Jo relieves headaches ... backaches ... and 
most other common ailments in seconds! 

In fact, G-Jo is so powerful and effective, it can even become your total 
health care program! Yet this profusely illustrated training program is so easy, 
you can actually become certified as a Master of G-Jo Acupressure in as 
little as one weekend of study! It’s the world’s only home-study acupressure 
program available. Act now ! 

The G-Jo Institute, Dept201, PO Box 1460, Columbus, NC 28722 



Or Call (828) 863-4660^ 


Send for your FREE Report Today! 


“Teaching G-Jo Acupressure Since 1976’ 


www.g-jo.com 


John Prester resides in Central America. L 
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UNITED STATES 

No need for draft? U.S. Army Secretary Louis Caldera insists war in Yugoslavia did 
nothing to reduce recruiting, and return of draft is not necessary, reports Topeka 
(Kans.) Capital-Journal. • Tired fleet: Army grounds entire UH-1 helicopter fleet for 
inspections after metal fatigue causes one of the aircraft to crash. • Ammo short¬ 
age: Army reports shortages of linked 5.56mm ammo for the M249 Squad 
Automatic Weapon and of linked 40mm ammo for the Mk19 grenade launcher. 
Mortar units are using M303 inserts for their 120mm tubes in order to use 81mm 
mortar ammunition, since 120mm ammo is in short supply. • Hosing the troops: 
Army moves to create rapidly deployable brigades which can be disconnected from 
their divisions and hooked up to a “logistics hose” directly from the U.S. • New 
award: Navy to award Achievement Medal to any sailor or Marine who provides 
leads that result in four new recruits. • Women can sweep: Navy moves to allow 
women to serve on minesweepers after finding that required modifications are rela¬ 
tively easy. • Druggie status: New Pentagon survey shows use of tobacco, alcohol 
and illegal drugs by members of U.S. military at lowest since tracking began in 1980. 
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RUSSIA 

More nukes: Government develops micro-warhead 
nuclear missiles to restore its ground combat superi¬ 
ority without bankrupting the country, according to 
Atomic Energy Ministry. The small nuclear warheads, 
with yields equal to 50-to-300 tons of TNT, could 
knock out a tactical target but “won’t start a global 
nuclear war,” says London Electronic Telegraph . • 
Trash for cash: Russia, desperate for cash, reverses 
ban on importing nuclear waste for reprocessing (a 
move worth billions in cash). Without capacity for 
more reprocessing, Russians plan to store the waste 
for decades while building new factories. • Check not 
in the mail: Government concedes it cannot pay the 
$1.2 billion in Soviet-era debt and asks for six months 
to renegotiate terms. • Nagorno ceasefire: Arme¬ 
nians in Nagorno-Karabakh celebrate fifth anniver¬ 
sary of ceasefire that left them as a defacto indepen¬ 
dent state. Azerbaijan continues to insist the province 
must be returned to its control, but has not ability to 
regain control of it. Province remains dependent on 
Armenia, which funds 35% of its budget. 


MEXICO 

Massacre: Two former officials sentenced to 19 
years in prison for 1995 massacre of 17 peasants 
suspected of supporting a guerrilla group. • 
Misery and death: More than 350 Mexicans die of 
starvation, thirst, or heat during 1998 trying to 
cross U.S. border. Mexican government says U.S. 
policies that forced illegal immigrants to take dan¬ 
gerous routes across the border was “intolerable.” 




LEBANON 

Mayhem: Skirmishes, roadside bombs and artillery duels continue, mount¬ 
ing steadily. Israeli planes strike targets in Lebanon throughout May. 
Lebanon reports arresting two Israeli spies. Hezbollah fires mortar shells 
into northern Israel. Ceasefire commission condemns Israel for bombing 
Hezbollah positions in Baalbek since five civilians were injured. Huge salvo 
of Katyusha rockets strike northern Israel, wounding several people. 


w 


SUDAN 


Pharmaceutical bomb: U.S. lifts freeze on 
assets of Salah Idris, owner of pharmaceu¬ 
tical factory destroyed by U.S. cruise mis¬ 
siles, formally admitting the factory had not 
been a chemical warfare complex and that 
Idris had no links to terrorism. Sudan 
demands the U.S. compensate “everyone 
affected” by the attack and remove all sanc¬ 


tions imposed on their country. 



Nun murders: Former generals 
Jose Guillermo Garcia and Carlos 
Eugenio Vides Casanova sued in 
a U.S. court for 1980 murder of 
four churchwomen from the 
Maryknoll Nuns. Five members of 
the national guard were already 
jailed for the crime. Both generals 
live in the U.S. 
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CHINA 

Reno protected the spy: U.S. Attorney General Reno disapproved only one 
wiretap request during a multi-year period, that being for accused Chinese spy 
Wen Ho Lee. Despite years of reports of security violations, Lee was not 
removed from the most vital weapons programs until the scandal broke in the 
press. Critics openly question whether the highest levels of the Clinton 
Administration were deliberately protecting China’s top spy. • New missile: 
China expected to deploy DF31 missile on mobile launchers by 2003. This mis¬ 
sile can carry a warhead based on the US W70 weapon for 5,000 miles, enough 
to reach the U.S. Being carried by a heavy truck, it could be difficult to destroy 
during a war, but is basically a retaliatory weapon. • Enemy nation? Poll shows 
80% of Americans believe China should be treated as enemy nation, while 80% 
believe China is important market and trade partner. Some 51% believe China 
is unfriendly toward U.S. • Chicom’s denial: Government continues to insist 
U.S. provided no proof of Chinese espionage campaign, and invented entire 
story to disrupt negotiations on Chinese entry to World Trade Organization. 




Nukes: Japan signs $1 billion contract on 4 May to 
: build two nuclear reactors in North Korea. South 
Korea will issue bonds worth $330 million to 
finance North Korea’s reactors. The U.S. is seeking 
international cooperation against North Korea’s 
growing missile capability, including a joint U.S.- 
Japan-South Korea ballistic missile warning sys¬ 
tem. • Famine: The UN said North Korea’s famine 
is easing and large-scale starvation may be avert¬ 
ed but that aid must continue. U.S. agrees on 17 
3 4 . May to send 440,000 tons of food, apparently in 
| exchange for a visit to the Kumchangri under¬ 
ground site. • Drugs: Japan and Korea uncovered 
a huge North Korean drug-smuggling operation. 



THAILAND 



Army downsizing: Army Commander in Chief General 
Surayud Chulanond says military to be cut another 16% to 
190,000 troops by year 2007. This will be accomplished 
by lower recruiting and by transferring some soldier to 
civilian jobs in defense industries. Military will also take a 
less active role in national politics and foreign policy. 
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COLOMBIA 

Drug Czar canned: President Pastrana fires anti¬ 
drug czar Ruben Olarte on 5 May for irregularities 
in contracts he had issued. • The government says 
it would temporarily withdraw troops from a north¬ 
ern area in exchange for release of 32 airline pas¬ 
sengers held by the ELN, but would not give them 
formal demilitarized zone until they agreed to a 
ceasefire and formal peace talks. • Government 
and FARC rebels agree on 6 May to 12-point agen¬ 
da for peace talks. • Reports from FARC demilita¬ 
rized zone indicated the rebels were formally polic- 
■— inn the area and that crime was down. 
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GREECE 

Terrorist bombing: Members 
of terrorist group fire anti¬ 
tank rocket into home of 
German ambassador. 


1 v 
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Mass arrest: Police , 
arrest hundreds of fol¬ 
lowers of opposition j 
leader Benazir Bhutto. 
Courts reject her appeal ■ 
and order her to prison. 
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ARGENTINA 

Embassy bomb: Mysterious tape sur¬ 
faces, which recorded orders to three 
policemen guarding the Israeli embassy 
to leave their posts just before the 1992 
bombing. Argentina Supreme Court 
rules that Islamic extremists were 
responsible for 1992 bombing. 








AUSTRALIA 

Fighter jets: Government furiously stockpiling 
spare parts for its F-111 fleet as U.S. discards 
them. Australians want to replace F-llls and F- 
18s with a single type, but are waiting until the F- 
22 and Joint Strike Fighter become available. 



World Sitrep is compiled in part from the biweekly 
newsletter For Your Eyes Only: An Open Intelligence 
Summary of Current Military Affairs. Published by 
Tiger Publications (P.O. Box 8759, Dept. SOF, 
Amarillo, Texas 79114-8759); subscriptions are $77 
per year (26 issues), $81.80 in Texas. Sample issue 
available for $3. Those interested in world intel are 
encouraged to subscribe. 



SEPTEMBER 1999 ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


33 

















































AP Photo/Greg Marinovich 



AP Photo/Greg Marinovich 


the final part of this series we 
begin by examining that area of 
the world most often thought of 
as terror central, the Middle East. 

“Middle East peace” has become one of 
the classic oxymorons of our time. In our 
quest for cheap oil and political ego 
enhancement, the United States has wound 
up hugging the granddaddy of all tar babies. 
In this no-win battleground, to embrace, or 
even acknowledge, any side invites attack 
by the others. 

Abu who? One thing that has confused 
many observers of Middle Eastern terrorism 
is the plethora of players named “Abu.” Are 



The Hard 
Road Ahead 


by Richard 1. Sherrow 


Abu Ammar and Abu Nidal related? Are 
Abu Ibrahim and Abu Adnan really 
cousins? Actually, “abu” is merely a kunya , 
an Arabic honorific title for father. It has 
become the nom de guerre of choice for 
numerous globe-trotting bad guys, e.g. 

• Abu Adnan (Abd al-Hammad) of the 


(top) An unidentified U.S. soldier wipes his 
eyes as others talk in front of the blast-shat* * 
tered building in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, 26 
June 1996, where at least 19 died and over 200 
were injured when a gasoline tanker was deto¬ 
nated at the military base, (left) A huge crater, 
some 30 feet deep and 50 feet across, in front 
of the devastated U.S. military building in 
Dhahran. (right) U.S. FBI officials examine, on 
Thursday, 27 June 1996, remains of truck 
bomb that devastated American military bar¬ 
racks in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. 


Democratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine. 

• Abu Ammar (Yasir Arafat) of Fatah. 

• Abu Ibrahim (Husayn al-Umari) of the 
Arab Organization of 15 May. 

• Abu Nidal (Sabi Khalil al-Banna) of 
the Abu Nidal Organization. 

The Groups 

While many groups ebb and flow like 
the changing tides, some have left an indeli¬ 
ble mark on the landscape. 

Fatah: Fatah, the backward acronym for 
Harakat al-Tahrir al Filistini (Palestine 
Liberation Movement). From its inception, 
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and into the early 1990s, Fatah maintained 
both overt and covert offices throughout the 
Middle East and Europe. 

Formed by Yasir Arafat in 1957 as the 
military arm of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO), Fatah was dedicat¬ 
ed to an independent Palestinian state. At 
the forefront of Palestinian terrorism, 
their actions were directed mainly at 
Israeli targets. 

More infamously known as Black 
September in the early 1970s, Fatah 
grabbed international notoriety with its 
September 1972 Munich Olympics mas¬ 
sacre, in which 11 Israeli athletes and five 
terrorists were killed. 

That same month, the 
group introduced the 
world to the letter 
bomb, sending them 
to Israeli consulates 
and missions in 
Brussels, Buenos 
Aires, Geneva, Kin¬ 
shasa, Montreal, O- 
ttawa, Paris, Phnom 
Penh, Vienna, and 
Washington, D.C. 

Hezbollah (Is¬ 
lamic Jihad): Head¬ 
quartered in West 
Beirut and the Bekaa 
Valley, Lebanon, this 
Iranian-inspired, radi¬ 
cal Shi’a Muslim 
organization espouses 
a vitriolic hatred of 
anyone who doesn’t support their goal of 8 
driving out all non-Islamic infestations and f 
establishing an Iranian-style fundamentalist ? 
Islamic state in Lebanon. Since its 1983 5 

<13 

inception, the Hezbollah has demonstrated a s 
rabid hatred for all things Western. A few | 
examples: 

• April 1983: A suicide bomber drives an 
explosive-laden truck into the U.S. Embassy 
in Beirut, killing 49 and wounding 120. 

• October 1983: In two simultaneous 
attacks in Beirut, Islamic Jihad suicide- 
jockeys pilot massive truck bombs into the 
U.S. Marine barracks and French military 
barracks, and 243 American and 56 French 
servicemen are killed. 

• June 1985: They hijack TWA Flight 
847 en route to Athens. During the takeover 
the terrorists single out U.S. Navy Sea Bee 
and diver, 24-year-old Petty Officer Robert 
Dean Stethem. They proceeded to beat him 
to death and then, in full view of TV cam¬ 
eras, throw his body from the aircraft onto 
the tarmac. 

Arab Organization of 15 May: Headed 
by Abu Ibrahim, 15 May took its name from 
the founding date of Israel and dedicated 
itself to the destruction of the Israeli state. 
From 1982 to 1986, 15 May was identified 
as placing several unique bombs on interna¬ 
tional airliners. The devices, containing 
three-quarter-pound, PETN-based sheet 
explosive charges, were fused with pres¬ 
sure-switch-activated, electronic-delay 
timers and hidden under the cabin seat cush¬ 


ions. The weight of a person sitting on the 
pressure switch began the timer running. 
When the weight was removed, by a person 
getting up, the timer stopped, only to restart 
when another potential victim sat down. 
And so on until detonation. They were used: 

• August 1982: Pan Am Flight 830, from 
Narita, Japan, to Honolulu. At 22,000 feet, an 
explosion erupts from under window seat 47K 
of the Boeing 747, killing a 16-year-old 
Japanese boy and injuring 15 other passengers. 

• April 1986: TWA Right 840 from 
Rome is descending for a landing in Athens, 
Greece. An explosive device hidden under 
seat 10F (another window seat) detonates, 


killing the man sitting on it. The resulting 
blast tears a 5 x 6-foot hole in the side of the 
aircraft. Sitting in row 11, two adult women 
and an infant are not wearing their seat 
belts, and are sucked through the hole, 
falling 15,000 feet to their deaths. 

UNSUB: The mystery murderers, or 
“unknown subjects.” Those shadowy terror¬ 
ists who don’t seem to belong to any readi¬ 
ly identifiable group or sponsor. Fingers of 
accusation seem to play a crazy game of 
spin the bottle — from Osama bin Laden to 
Iran to Iraq to ...? 

What there is no doubt about is the dev¬ 
astation wrought by the unknowns: 

• 13 November 1995: Five Americans 
and two Indian nationals are killed by a 


truck-bomb attack directed against the 
Saudi National Guard training center in 
Riyadh. Saudi officials “persuade” four 
Saudi men to publicly confess to the bomb¬ 
ing and allege ties to bin Laden, then behead 
them without allowing U.S. interrogators to 
question them. 

• 25 June 1996: A massive truck-bomb 
tears the front off the Khobar Towers, an 
allied military apartment building in 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. Nineteen 
Americans are killed and hundreds of other 
personnel injured. Initially, Osama bin 
Laden is blamed but later the blame shifts to 
an unknown ShVite Saudi group. 
w *7 August 1998: At 1015 hours a car 
| bomb explodes outside the U.S. Embassy in 
£ Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Eleven are killed 
| and 86 injured. Twenty-five minutes later 
£ and 400 miles to the north in Nairobi, 
% Kenya, another vehicle bomb devastates the 
< downtown area around another U.S. 
Embassy. This time the loss of life tops 210, 
and more than 4,500 are wounded. Again, 
Osama bin Laden is the initial focus of U.S. 
investigators, but other investigators look at 
Islamic fundamentalists in Egypt. 

Countering The Threat 

Throughout the 1960s, festering boils of 
unrest were erupting around the globe — a 
bombing here, an 
assassination there. 
Like a fetid odor, it 
hung in the air. 
Something was hap¬ 
pening. But what? 
In 1961, Cuban mil¬ 
itants forced a U.S. 
airliner to fly to 
Havana, and the 
word “skyjacking” 
entered the lexicon. 
Palestinian terrorists 
seized airliners, 
flew them to desert 
airfields in Jordan 
and Egypt, then 
blew them up in 
front of waiting TV 
cameras. The Viet¬ 
nam War, and espe¬ 
cially the 1968 Tet 
Offensive, gave 
worldwide rise to a 
growing, and often violent, anti-war move¬ 
ment. By 1970 the PLO was running “ter¬ 
rorists wanted” recruitment ads in radical 
European newspapers. 

In the pre-dawn hours of 5 September 
1972, Black September commandos 
sneaked through the unguarded Olympic 
Village in Munich, West Germany, and 
stormed the dorm of the Israeli wrestling 
team. Two coaches were shot to death and 
nine athletes taken hostage. Throwing the 
body of Coach Mo she Weinberger out of the 
building, the terrorists demanded the release 
of some 200-plus Palestinian and Red Army 
Faction prisoners held in Israel and West 
Germany, in addition to safe transit to Cairo. 
After a tension-filled all-day standoff. 



Italian police and security officers swarm around red car in which bullet-riddled body of for¬ 
mer Premier Aldo Moro was found sprawled in May 1978. (below) Post-terrorist carnage. 
Rome’s Leonardo da Vinci Airport, 27 December 1985. 
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the terrs and their hostages were heli¬ 
coptered some 25 kilometers to 
Furstenfeldbruck Military Airfield. Having 
no counter-terrorist force, the German 
police stationed sharpshooters between the 
helicopter landing site and the demanded 
Lufthansa Boeing 727. As soon as the first 
shots were fired, a full-scale firefight erupt¬ 
ed. The terrs immediately began fil ing and 
tossed a grenade into the hostage-filled 
choppers. When the battle ended, all nine 
Israelis and five Palestinians were dead. 
This incident would serve as a seminal 
event in the creation of modem counter-ter¬ 
rorist forces. 

Finally, worried nations began to take 
the first shuffling steps toward addressing 
the growing menace. 

One key area to be addressed when 
putting together an anti-terrorist/hostage 
rescue organization is, who will run the 
show. Usually, for political as well as tacti¬ 
cal reasons, some countries opt for military 
teams, while others draw strictly from 
established civil law enforcement agencies. 
Each camp has its inherent pros and cons. 
The most obvious objection is that of com¬ 
mingling military tactics with law enforce¬ 
ment procedures. When times are slow, and 
there aren’t any real terrorists to deal with, 
there is the politically driven temptation to 
justify the expense of maintaining these elite 
units by extending their activities into the 
arena of everyday law enforcement. This has 
been especially true in the United States. 
When cops try to be soldiers, and vice versa, 
the results can be tragic and costly. 

Some Premier Counter-Terrorists 

Special Air Service (SAS): Having its 
roots in World War n, the British Army SAS 


is generally considered the grand old man of 
SpecOps units. From wreaking havoc on 
Nazis in North Africa to battling terrorists in 
the jungles of Malaysia or the streets of 
Belfast or instructing anti-drug forces in 
Colombia, the SAS has kicked some pretty 
serious ass. Original developers of the stun 
grenade (flash-bang), they have also been 
called upon as “special advisers” in support 
of other SpecOps teams. 

Although preferring to keep a low profile 
in its operations, on 5 May 1980, spectacu¬ 
lar action images of the SAS were splashed 
across TV sets around the globe. Just days 
earlier, six Iraqi-sponsored, anti-Ayatollah 
Khomeini terrorists had seized the Iranian 
embassy in London. Armed with machine 
pistols, handguns and grenades, the invaders 
took 26 people hostage, issued the usual 
demands, and threatened to blow up the 
embassy along with all the hostages the fol¬ 
lowing day if their demands were not met. 

On the sixth day of the siege, a hostage 
was murdered and it was time for action. 
Caught on live television, the SAS team was 
seen using explosive entry charges, stun 
grenades and tear gas to storm the embassy. 
In the aftermath five of the six terrs were 
killed (including two who surrendered), one 
hostage was killed and two wounded by the 
Iraqis. The SAS is definitely not law- 
enforcement-oriented. They consider those 
they go up against as military targets and 
tend not to “bring ’em back alive.” 

Grenzschutzgmppe-9 (GSG-9): Even 
though West Germany was already wading 
hip-deep in intercontinental terrorism, the 
country had made no provisions for a 
counter-terrorist force. Just six months 
after Munich, however, that oversight 
changed dramatically with the formation 


of the elite GSG-9. 

Made up strictly of members of the 
Bundesgrenzschutz (Federal Border Police), 
the GSG-9 are among the most highly 
trained professionals in the counter-terror¬ 
ism field. One of their long-distance deploy¬ 
ments was in October 1977 when the unit 
followed a gang of Arab hijackers who had 
commandeered a Lufthansa Boeing 737 to 
Mogadishu, Somalia. In a precision raid, 
GSG-9 commandos stormed the plane, 
killing three of the four hijackers and freeing 
all 86 passengers and five crewmembers. 

Groupe d*Intervention Gendarmerie 
National (GIGN): Joining other nations, 
France formed its own dedicated counter- 
terrorism unit, GIGN, in 1974. Comprised 
solely of members of the Gendarmerie 
(National Police), this small (less than 100) 
but elite force has faced off with terrorists 
wherever French interests were threatened. 

One of GIGN’s most daring actions 
took place over Christmas 1994. Armed 
with AKMs, grenades and explosive 
charges, four terrorists of the brutal Armed 
Islamic Group (AIG) seized an Air France 
Airbus A300 in Algiers. After killing three 
hostages and releasing 63 others, the terrs 
flew on to Marignane Airport, near 
Marseilles, where they killed another pas¬ 
senger and demanded a full load of fuel in 
order to fly on to Paris. 

Giving great credence to intelligence 
reports that the terrorists planned to explode 
the jet over Paris, the GIGN team decided 
they had no choice. The jet couldn’t leave 
Marseilles. Armed with a variety of 
weapons, including McMillan .50 caliber 
sniper rifles, S&W .357 magnum revolvers, 
Glock pistols and stun grenades, the com¬ 
mandos stormed the plane. In the ensuing 
firefight, all four terrs were killed, and 
although nine GIGN men and three aircrew 
members were injured, all 170 hostages 
were rescued unharmed. 

Special Forces Operation Detachment 
— Delta: Patterned after the British SAS, 
this elite Special Forces unit was formed in 
1977 as the introductory U.S. response to 
global terrorism. As sometimes happens 
with specialized units, Delta was initially 
hampered by a military chain of command 
that was hesitant about their formation and 
not really sure just how to best utilize their 
specialized talents. 

Despite some of their first (and later) 
tactical operations being ineptly micro- 
managed at the presidential level. Delta 
evolved into a first-rate counter-terrorist 
team. Although, like other CT units, then- 
success depends on the secrecy of their 
operations, some of their known ops 
include: 

• 1983: During Operation Urgent Fury, 
in Grenada, Delta took part in freeing pris¬ 
oners and seizing key installations. 

•1989: During Operation Just Cause, in 
Panama, Delta conducted apprehension 
efforts against Manuel Noriega, as well as 
the successful rescue of a hostage American 
citizen. 

• 1991: Along with British SAS, Delta 



Two West German policemen run for position on 5 September 1972, near the building in the 
Munich Olympic Village where Arab terrorists held 13 Israeli athletes. An explosion on 27 July 
1996 in Atlanta, reverberated to the earlier tragedy at the Munich Olympic games. No athletes 
were injured in the ’96 incident. 
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were the first troops on the ground during 
the Persian Gulf War. Prior to hostilities, 
these SpecOps units infiltrated into Iraq to 
locate and destroy mobile SCUD missile 
launchers. 

Naval Special Warfare Development 
Group (DevGroup): Following the devel¬ 
opment of Delta Force, the need for a mar¬ 
itime CT unit was clear. Originated in 1980 
as SEAL Team Six, what is now DevGroup 
has, from the onset, focused on intense 
physical as well as high-tech training. Like 
other SpecOps units, DevGroup maintains 
cross-training and exchange programs with 
its sister units, both in the U.S. and around 
the world. 

• 1985: During 
Operation Urgent Fury, 
in Grenada, team mem¬ 
bers successfully res¬ 
cued Governor Sir Paul 
Scoon. Unfortunately, 
four SEALs were killed 
during the offshore 
helicopter insertion. 

• 1989: During 
Operation Just Cause, 
the unit aided in the 
apprehension efforts 
directed against Pana¬ 
manian strongman 
Manuel Noriega. 

Weapons of Mass 
Distraction 

“Sarin gas,” “an¬ 
thrax,” “suitcase nukes” 

“ ... weapons of mass 
destruction.” Between 
the news media and shaky administration 
“experts,” these and similar scare-words 
have been bouncing off the walls like an out- 
of-control racquetball. While all of these 
must be considered as potential threats, we 
must be cautious in overreacting through 
ignorance and fear. Remember that the name 
of the game is terror. If you can create it with¬ 
out expending energy or equipment, you 
have still succeeded. 

Bugs & Gas: Although the threat poten¬ 
tial of chemical and biological weapons in 
terrorist hands had been kicked around for 
many years, it wasn’t until the Gulf War that 
the average citizen began to take notice. 
Soon the American news media was tossing 
around new words like “nerve gas” and 
“anthrax.” In no time it looked like some¬ 
one had shouted “Fire!” in a crowded the¬ 
ater. Instead of reaching for fire extinguish¬ 
ers, hordes of frightened people, from Joe 
Six-Pack to Rodney Rolex, were swarming 
Army-Navy stores and mail order catalogs 
in a desperate attempt to snatch up surplus 
gas masks. 

Nuclear hysteria: “Like trying to light a 
wet log with a single match” was the analo¬ 
gy used by developers of the atomic bomb 
to describe the complexity of attempting to 
build a workable nuclear weapon. 
Hollywood and professional fear-mongers 
aside, stealing some fissionable material, 
borrowing a book from the library and 


whipping up a homemade nuke in your 
basement just isn’t going to happen. 
Likewise, hijacking a military weapon, flip¬ 
ping a switch and watching the magic 
mushroom grow is just about as farfetched. 

Much had been made of allegations by 
former Russian Security Council Secretary 
Aleksandr Lebed, regarding so-called “suit¬ 
case” nukes. Although his story can’t be dis¬ 
regarded out of hand, many aspects of it are 
suspect. 

Even those “rogue nations,” such as 
Libya and Iraq, who would have no com¬ 
punction about using a nuclear device, have 
spent billions, without success, trying to add 
a little spice to their arsenals. Of course, on 


the other hand, if they had only made out 
their checks to the Democratic National 
Committee. ... 

This is not to say that the threat of a 
loose-cannon terrorist group or country 
accessing a full-blown (pardon the pun) 
nuclear device isn’t to be taken seriously. 
It’s been 20-plus years since we fielded 
NEST (Nuclear Emergency Search Team) 
and military EOD teams began specifically 
training for just such a threat. There is, how¬ 
ever, the more likely scenario of obtaining 
and spreading, mechanically or explosively, 
radioactive materials. With a sensation¬ 
seeking press as unwitting accomplices, ter¬ 
rorists could cause untold panic, the evacu¬ 
ation of entire population centers and the 
loss of billions of dollars even by using only 
moderately hazardous materials. 

Cyber-terrorism: It isn’t at all incon¬ 
ceivable that the new “Carlos the Jackal” 
might turn out to be “Pablo the 
Programmer.” The international terrorist of 
the future may have little need of explo¬ 
sives, machine pistols, disguises or even a 
passport. He won’t even have to be physi¬ 
cally fit. Why sweat your butt off in a 
Libyan desert training camp when you can 
wreak havoc from the comfort of an air- 
conditioned Manhattan penthouse? 

Much of the industrialized world, espe¬ 
cially the Western civilizations, have 
become so absolutely dependent on com- 



Osama bin Laden: 
The Arabian “Carlos?” 


During his 1997 Paris trial, interna¬ 
tional terrorist “Carlos the Jackal” chided 
the jury, “There is a Carlos myth and it is 
blown up out of all proportion. Carlos is 
here, Carlos is there, he is a Soviet agent, 
he is preparing a nuclear bomb to blow up 
New York... ” 

Are we now seeing the making of a 
“bin Laden” myth? According to Clinton 
administration “intelligence” sources, 
Saudi Arabian expatriate Osama bin 
Laden is the world’s foremost super-rich 
super-terrorist, responsible for everything 
from the World Trade Center bombing to 
global warming. 

The son of the richest building con¬ 
tractor in Saudi Arabia, Osama bin Laden 
is definitely an enigma. To the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment he is the incarnate of all anti- 
Western evil. To an increasing number of 
Muslims he is seen as a latter-day 
Mohammed, come to drive the infidels 
from Islamic Holy Lands. Some think of 
him as a fat-cat financier who funded the 
Afghan mujahideen while safely avoiding 
most of the fighting. Others are con¬ 
vinced that he almost single-handedly 
drove the Red Bear from the Afghan hills. 

Regardless of perception, bin Laden 
leaves no doubt about his hatred for 
Americans. He sees the United States as 
the new Crusaders, occupying Arabian 
soil and, in collaboration with Israel, bent 
on destroying all Muslims. His holy mis¬ 
sion is to drive out these evil forces. As he 
sees it, “The Muslims drove the almighty 
Soviets out of Afghanistan, why not the 
almighty U.S.A.?” 

M Qaeda [The Base] 

Originally established, with the aid of 
Osama bin Laden, in Peshawar, Pakistan, 
during the early years of the Soviet- 
Afghan War, al Qaeda served as a 
materiel and personnel jumping-off point 
for non-Afghan Muslim jihad volunteers. 
U.S. officials now imply that al Qaeda, 
under bin Laden’s direct leadership, is the 
largest Islamic terrorist group in the 
world. However, each time the State 
Department is pressed for positive proof, 
it seems to come up short 

Regardless of sides, there is no deny¬ 
ing that Osama bin Laden is a force to be 
reckoned with. And, to no small extent, 
certain ill-advised actions by the Clinton 
camp (e.g., cruise missile attacks on 
Sudan and Afghanistan) have alienated 
many Muslims as well as non-Muslims 
and driven new adherents into the bin 
Laden camp. There is also no denying that 
the Clinton administration’s “Romper 
Room”-style foreign policy will ultimate¬ 
ly result in hell to pay for Americans and 
other Westerners for a long time to come. 
And Osama bin Laden may well be one of 
the chief bill collectors. — R.S. 
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puter technology to run every aspect of their lives that the slightest disruption sends waves of 
panic flowing in all directions. Transportation, communication, medicine, defense, commerce, 
banking, farming ... public toilets ... the list is endless. A series of dedicated cyberspace attacks, 
like the injecting of destructive viruses, could cripple services and interrupt the money flow, 
making the so-called Y2K threat a walk in the park. 

For those who think that terrorists are hung up on bombs but not bytes, think again. Just a 
partial list of groups who have even launched their own Internet web sites include: Sendero 
Luminoso (Shining Path), Tupac Amaru, Sinn Fein , Jewish Defense League, Hezbollah and the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 

Fourth Estate or Fifth Column? 



As terrorists have feyolved, so the mainstream news media seems to have devolved. No 
longer content with reporting the news as it happens, today’s media, especially the broadcast 
gang, feels duty-bound to embellish, and sometimes outright fabricate it. Witness the 

CNN/Peter Arnett “Operation Tailwind” farce. When disas¬ 
ter scenes bring on the virtual feeding frenzy of cam¬ 
corder-wielding, microphone-waving media sharks, 
facts are often the first casualty. 

The business of reporting the news is a two- 
edged sword. When done by responsible profes¬ 
sionals, it is an invaluable tool. But in the hands 
of irresponsible children, it becomes a danger¬ 
ous weapon. It is even more damaging 


when it allows 
itself to be 
manipulated by 
terrorists or dis¬ 
honest officials 
with an agenda. 
Look no further than 

recent anthrax scares, or the FBI’s reckless smear¬ 

ing of Atlanta Olympics security guard Richard 
Jewell. 

With an increased emphasis on entertainment 

over enlightenment, today’s newsreaders are 

demonstrating a growing trend toward glitz over 
grit. In pedaling fear and panic in place of hon- 


Britaln’s Special Boat Service is trained in 
ail areas of CT operations. 


est and accurate reporting, they act more 
as agents for the terrorists than respon¬ 
sible journalists. Not long after the 
downing of Pan Am 103, the BBC ran 
a “documentary” on airline bomb¬ 
ings. Not content with explaining 
the basic problem, the reporters 
graphically demonstrated how to 
press out and hide plastic explosive 
in the liner of a suitcase, and how to 
conceal a detonator under the latch¬ 
es. You had better believe that both 
accomplished as well as wannabe 
terrs were riveted to their TV screens 
for that show! 

There is an old adage among televi¬ 
sion news types: “If it bleeds it leads!” 
Remember, ABC’s Nightline was bom 
on the heels of the U.S. Embassy 
takeover in Iran. And who can for¬ 
get, “America Held Hostage! 
Day 99, 100, 101 ... etc.” 


The Road Ahead 

With the old crystal ball in for mainte¬ 
nance, predictions are out. However, let’s 
try a few observations. 

Clinton’s global military adventures are 
generating more than a little international fall¬ 
out. Eveiy time some two-bit dictator breaks 
wind. Boy Bill deploys troops. To some, the 
current actions of a U.S.-driven NATO are 
uncomfortably reminiscent of the old Soviet- 
style incursions of the past few decades. Others 
view it as NATO siding with Muslims against 
“Christians.” In the Middle East, Clinton is 
seen as leading a neo-Crusade against Arabs. 
Still others are shouting “racism,” wondering 
aloud where the troops were during recent trib¬ 
al “ethnic cleansing” in Africa. 

Perhaps worth more than just a passing 
observation are these facts: 

• Mother Russia is dead-set against 
NATO’s attacks on the Serbs and the Red 
Bear still has a lot of ordnance on hand. 

• The stumbling attempts at democracy 
are convincing more than a few former 
Soviet Bloc countries that maybe commu¬ 
nism wasn’t so bad after all, and recent 
elections are bearing this out. 

• The majority of terrorists and insur¬ 
gency groups worldwide are of the Marxist- 
Leninist persuasion. As we have repeatedly 
seen, it doesn’t take much to raise these 
groups from dormancy. 

• All the while. Slick Willie is depleting 
our very own armed forces, to the point that 
it is becoming increasingly doubtful they will 
be able to stand up to a major confrontation. 

• Although subsequently hushed-up by 
Clinton and his cronies, on 18 March 1996, 
ATF and U.S. Customs agents in San 
Francisco seized 2,000 full-auto Type 56 and 
Type 56-1 (AK-47) assault rifles from the 
Chinese Communist COSCO container ship 
Empress Phoenix. The guns had both Chinese 
(Norinco) and North Korean markings, and 
were bound for sale to U.S. street gangs. 
Evidentiary documents showed that the next 
shipment was to include hand grenades, rock¬ 
et launchers and heavy machine guns. 
Trading partners my ass! COSCO is wholly 
owned by the People’s Liberation Army. 

• Most important of all. This is an 
administration awash with bureaucrats who 
couldn’t tell the truth on any subject if their 
lives depended on it. Unfortunately, it is not 
their lives that are being put in harm’s way 
by the ongoing deceptions. 

As Shakespeare penned in The Merchant 
of Venice, “If you prick us, do we not bleed? 
... and if you wrong us, shall we not 
revenge?” While we have a marked tenden¬ 
cy to jump through our hoop with 
“increased national security measures” 
every time we piss someone off, we are just 
as quick to drop our guard when we feel the 
danger has passed. It would well serve the 
U.S. to remember the old credo, popular 
among those we’ve dropped bombs on, 
“Revenge is a dish best served cold.” 

Richard L. Sherrow is SOF’j contribut¬ 
ing editor for forensic science . ^ 
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This year's exciting schedule of events includes: 


• World-Famous Firepower Demo • Seminars • Participatory Events* 

• Awards Banquet with guest speakers • SOF Submachine Gun Match* 

• Expo Flail — now at Cashman Field, with acres of accessible parking 

■ New evening activities • Special events in the Expo Flail • Plus much more! 


Partial Seeiinar list 


Live from Las Vegas! 

The Great Right-Wing Conspiracy Presents: 
Bill Clinton — American Dictator 

Dr. Jack Wheeler 

Murder in High Places 

Christopher Ruddy, author of The Strange 
Death Of Vince Foster 

Kosovo — Slick Willie’s Bungled War 

SOF Editor/Publisher LTC Robert K. Brown 

Waco: What’s New? 

Mike McNulty, producer of the acclaimed film 
Waco: The Rules of Engagement 

The Toboggan Ride to Tyranny 

Vin Suprynowicz, author of Send in the Waco 
Killers 

Did SWAT Screw Up at Columbine? 

SOF Contributing Editor Rick Sherrow 

Bombs Over the Bay of Pigs: 

New facts on what went wrong. 

LTC Joe Shannon, USAF (Ret.) B-26 pilot who 
flew combat missions during the invasion 

Y2K — Surviving the Crisis 

noted survivalist author Ragnar Benson 

Marine Snipers in Vietnam 

Major Dick Culver, OIC of Marine 
Scout/Sniper School 

Wound Ballistics: 

Search for the Magic Bullet 

SOF Technical Editor Peter G. Kokalis 

Colombia — Latin America’s Vietnam? 

Major Gil Macklin, USMC (Ret.) 

CIA Covert Ops During the Cold War 

Gen. John K. Singlaub and Gen. Heine Aderholt 

POWs: Where Did They Go? 

Jim Warner, a 5&year “guest” at the Hanoi Hilton 

The Scout: A Rifle for Irregular Warfare? 

Jeff Cooper, the gunner’s guru 

Seminar Schedule Subject to Change 


Banquet Keynote Speaker 


Jeff Cooper, founder of Gungilc Training 
Institute and father of modern pistolcraft. 
Banquet included in Conventioneer fee; addi¬ 
tional tickets available at $40 each. 


Get the very fates* 
on this year’s Convention at 
the Soldier of Fortune website: 
www.sofmag.GDm. 
Events and other inrwmatlott 
updated weekly!, 


Participatory Ivents 


Limited space is available for these exciting 
events — sign up early to ensure purpms! 
Call SOF at 303-449-3750 for mors information. 
Events subject to change. 

Basic SOF Jump School* 

SOF Submachine Gun Shoot* 

Knife Fighting Contest, with prizes donated by 
several exhibiting knife manufacturers 

Underwater Escape Techniques* 

Combat Medicine* 

Janet Reno Lookalrke Drag Contest 

Prize: $100 and a box of sealed Cuban cigars, 
(“if I have to tell you why they’re sealed, 
don’t enter.” — RKB) 

Best and Worst Clinton Joke Contest 

Prize: $100. Poolside, 2000 firs Friday. 

Pupil Stick Contest 

ilside, 2000 firs Friday. 


* These events may require separate fee . 


•flCC T'NSCk Knife witfi 20th Annual SOF Convention Logo 

• Admission to Expo Hall, Firepower Demo, Awards Banquet and all Seminars. 

• Exclusive ’99 Conventioneer T-shirt and pin. 

> One-year subscription to SOLDIER OF ••'..riiTJKB magazine: $BD newsstand value! 
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□ Yes! I want to be a part of the 1999 Convention 

□ Check or money order enclosed. $150 must be received by 
Aug. 23,1999. $175 after August 23. 

Half refund by 8/23/99 • No refund after 8/23/99 

□ Charge $_to my □ Mastercard □ Visa 

lllllllllllllll Exp. Date INI 


The PALACE STATION 
HOTEL & CASINO 

of 2411 West Sahara Ave., 
Las Vegas, will hast this 
year's convention. 

Call 1-888-476-8706 

now to reserve your room. 
Be sure to mention SOF 
Convention to receive our 
special low rates, starting at 
$48 single. 


Card Number 
Signature _ 
Name 
Address 
City _ 


State 


Phone Number__ 

T-Shirt Size (circle one) S M L XL XXL XXXL 

Mail with payment to: SOF Convention ’99 Pre-Registration 
5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303-1340 
Credit card payments call (303) 449-3750 
or fax coupon to (303) 444-5617 




























ABOARD THE U.S.S. KEARSARGE — 
We’re at Day 58 in NATO’s campaign 
against Yugoslavia, and even now the 
Alliance’s Kosovo Force (KFOR+) deploy¬ 
ment was still a full three weeks off into the 
future, there was little doubt in anyone’s 
mind aboard this ship which United States 
combat units would be the first to enter the 
embattled Yugoslavian province. 

We are “America’s 911 Force,” the 26th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) boasts 
to anyone and everyone within earshot. 

“I like to call us ‘America’s floating 
kick-in-the-door-force,’” Captain Gabriella 
Margulas-Chapin, 26 MEU PAO, told 
Soldier Of Fortune , as we were welcomed 
aboard the Kearsarge after a 40-minute CH- 
46E Sea Knight helicopter ride from our 
temporary headquarters in Tirana, Albania. 

At a hair under 2,200 strong and boast¬ 
ing its own combat air wing, artillery bat¬ 
tery, ground attack helicopters and heli¬ 


copter air lift capability, the United States 
Marine Corps’ 26th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit (MEU) was exactly what the doctor 
ordered for conflicts like Kosovo. 

“We’re also pretty damn high-tech,” boast¬ 
ed Staff Sergeant Mickey Sullivant, as he 
showed SOF the Marine Corps’ newest train¬ 
ing tool, the Indoor Simulated Marksmanship 
Training (ISMAT) module. “This MEU is 
the first to have such a device aboard ship.” 

Fun At The Midway 

ISMAT, for the uninitiated, is a 21st cen¬ 
tury version of a midway shooting gallery, 
complete with bad guys, Surround sound 
and an unlimited supply of ammo. It allows 
as many as three or four Marines at a time, 
each shooting with standard-issue military 
weapons especially adapted to interface 
with ISMAT’s powerful computer system, 
to be a part of a simulated battlefield sce¬ 
nario on a near-life-size color TV screen. 


“A few months ago we would have gone 
to the flight deck or hangar deck and shot 
dry,” Sullivant explained. “Now platoons can 
book the ISMAT any time, day or night, and 
not just shoot at targets but have the targets 
‘shoot’ back at them. This is virtual reality. 
Skill levels have gone up dramatically.” 

Battalion Landing Team (BLT) 3/8 
Sergeant Timothy Hale agreed with Sulli- 
vant’s assessment of the ISMAT, pointing out 
how the system’s simulated Balkan firefight 
would really prepare his men for eventual 
deployment. Built around an infantry battal¬ 
ion, the 3/8 includes an artillery battery, com¬ 
bat engineer platoon, an amphibious assault 
vehicle platoon and a recon platoon. 

“There are civilians mixed in with com¬ 
batants, good guys, bad guys, they’re all in 
this village, and we can train in this environ¬ 
ment hundreds of miles from land,” Sgt. Hale 
explained. “It’s these kinds of situations that 
the Marine Corps is training for. We are 
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ready, because our tools and our training are 
getting better and better all the time.” 

After experiencing both the Balkans 
firefight and platoon flank right simula¬ 
tion, SOF agreed with both Sullivant and 
Hale: ISMAT’s arrival in the Marine 
Corps training arsenal couldn’t have come 
at a better time. 

It was time to go up onto the 
Kearsarge 's 844-foot deck to watch flight 
ops. The 6th Fleet PAO, Lieutenant Com¬ 
mander Dawn Cuttler, had received word 
that four of the MEU’s six AV-8B “Harrier 
II” aircraft were returning from combat air 
patrol over Yugoslavia. The Harriers are 
attached to the Marine Medium Helicopter 
Squadron 365, which includes 12 CH-46s, 
four Cobra attack helos and four CH-53s. 
SOF, and all other media aboard the 
Kearsarge , were unable to watch ordnance 
being loaded aboard any aircraft being read¬ 
ied for combat, and only once during our 96 



The U.S.S. Kearsarge, (left) as seen from the 
rear door of a US Marine Corps CH-46 heli¬ 
copter. The U.S.S, Kearsarge is in the Adriatic 
as part of NATO’s campaign against Yugo¬ 
slavia, and is home to the 26lh Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (MEU). A United States 
Marine Corps AV-8 'Harrier” (above and 
below) arrives back on deck after a success¬ 
ful mission over Yugoslavia. The Pentagon 
has tasked the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
with multiple roles, ranging from providing 
security at refugee camps to providing dose 
air support over Yugoslavia, (right) United 
States Marine AV-8 “Harrier” pilot Dale draws 
a smile from a safe return to ship after a suc¬ 
cessful bombing run over Kosovo. 
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(above) A United States Marine Corps AH-1W Cobra gunship takes off from the basecamp of the 
26th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) 3/8 BLT Lima Company. The 3/8 BLT is providing security 
for a U.S.-built camp for Kosovar Albanian refugees, (left) A Marine aviation technician with the 
26th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), aboard th eU.S.S. Kearsarge in the Adriatic Sea, checks to 
see if the weapon systems aboard this Cobra gunship are in working order before flight, (below) 
Marines with the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), in the Adriatic Sea as part of NATO’s cam¬ 
paign against Yugoslavia, watch flight operations. 



hours with the MEU were we able to be up 
on deck during take-offs. The reason: secu¬ 
rity. We live in a world where real-time, 
worldwide data and image transmission is 
only the push of a button. So the Marine 
Corps, like every other military force, does¬ 
n’t want to give away its tactical advantage 
to the enemy until those weapons are 
exploding on the ground. 

A Real Shooting War 

Although the AV-8s don’t slam into the 
deck with the speed of Navy Tomcats — 
they actually return to ship using as little 
space as a large double-rotor helicopter — 
landings are still a pretty serious business. 
The aircraft, we reminded ourselves, 
weren’t returning from some exercise. 
Rather, this was really a shooting war and 


until each and every pilot returned safely to 
ship no one aboard could truly say they 
weren’t worried. 

One after another the AV-8s begin to cir¬ 
cle around the Kearsarge. We could see 
some flight crew squinting their eyes, 
silently counting the arriving aircraft while 
looking up at the sky for “their” plane. 

“Clear the deck,” the Air Boss shouts. 
Everyone not involved in flight ops auto¬ 
matically stands aside, behind the red and 
white striped “out-of-bounds” line that runs 
the length of the deck. Fully outfitted in 
cranials, goggles and floatcoats, we watch 
as the Harriers drop onto the deck and 
quickly roll off to the side so the next air¬ 
craft can land safely. 

None of the AV-8s returns to ship still 
carrying their weapons. It was a sign that 


whatever mission they were given, clear 
weather prevailed and each pilot was able to 
complete his mission. 

“No ground fire yet,” an AV-8 pilot, who 
identified himself as Dale, told SOF in 
answer to our question whether he had 
taken SAM fire. “But that’s when it’s the 
most dangerous.” 

Another AV-8 pilot, who identified 
himself as “Speedy,” told SOF, “I’m 
always worried about getting all of the 
things on my checklist done. Groundfire 
is only part of it.” 

When asked whether he was able to clear¬ 
ly see his targets and differentiate between 
Serb military units and Kosovar Albanian 
civilians, Dale said, “It’s hard to tell when 
you’re high and flying fast, but we take 
extreme caution when we launch.” 
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Marines with the 26 Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) learn how to use the Indoor 
Simulated Marksmanship Trainer (ISMAT). The computerized training facility is the 
first of its kind to be deployed aboard ship, and allows Marines to hone their 
marksmanship without having to fire live ammunition, (below) Marines with the 
26th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) 3/8 BLT Lima Company on patrol at Camp 
Hope, in southern Albania. The Marines are there to provide security at a U.S.-built 
camp for Kosovar Albanian refugees. 


As we talked with Dale, 
the last two AV-8s returned 
to deck, and between con¬ 
gratulations and backslap- 
ping from the crews, we 
continued to ask as much as 
we could about what it was 
like to fly CAP as part of 
NATO’s first hot conflict in 
its 50-year history. 

Blind Fate 

“I can’t tell you what our 
targets were, but I can tell 
you that the aircraft per¬ 
formed as expected and that 
everyone returned to ship 
safely,” Dale said. 

“What about the AV-8?” 
we asked, noting that this 
was only the second time — 
the Gulf War being the first 
— that the aircraft has flown in combat for 
the U.S. military. 

The AV-8 “isn’t a downtown Belgrade 
type of plane,” Dale explained. “We go after 
tactical targets. That means armor and 
artillery. That’s what the aircraft is suited 
for, and the types of armaments we carry 
reflect that.” 

Forward of the ship’s island, crews were 
readying two of the MEU’s AH-1W Super 
Cobras for flight. The Army’s Apache heli¬ 
copters might gamer more headlines and be 
the subject of more poster art, but ask any 
Marine aviator and he’ll tell you that the 
Cobra is still one mean machine. 

“Right now we’re just riding shotgun for 
the CH-46s that shuttle back and forth 
between ship and shore,” said a Cobra pilot 
who identified himself as Chad. “But we 
could find ourselves shooting at any time. 
We’re constantly aware of our environment.” 

Another Cobra pilot, Kurt, said if and 
when the Marines do go ashore it would be 
the Cobras that would provide close air sup¬ 
port against any hostile fire. “This heli¬ 
copter and the weapons systems it employs 
are state-of-the-art and capable of putting a 
real hurting on whoever takes us on.” 


While no pilot SOF has ever spoken with 
likes to talk about it, being shot down or “flam¬ 
ing out” during combat ops is a very real and 
dangerous possibility that leaves most pilots 
with cold sweat on the back of their necks. 

“Bloodchits” 

Images of dead U.S. Army pilots 
being dragged through the dusty streets 
of Mogadishu, Somalia, are never far 


enough away when they 
fly over hostile territory, 
and every pilot carries 
with him a card — com¬ 
monly known as a “blood- 
chit” — that tells anyone 
who finds him that “I am 
an American. Misfortune 
forces me to ask for your 
help” and offers a reward 
for his safe return. 

Thankfully, as of press 
time, no U.S. pilots in this 
conflict have ever had to 
confront any armed capture 
party or civilians intent on 
taking him prisoner. Within 
hours of the downing of 
every U.S. aircraft over 
Yugoslavia — including the 
F-117A “Stealth” — a crack 
rescue team was on its way 
to spirit the pilot to safety. 

For all of the Marine aviators attached 
to the 26th MEU, that team is known as the 
Tactical Recovery of Aircraft and 
Personnel (TRAP). 

“This is the unit that rescued [USAF] 
Captain Scott O’Grady in Bosnia,” said 
Lieulenant Paul Merida, Oakland, Calif., 
TRAP platoon force commander. “We’ve 
got a 100 percent track record. We always 
get our man.” 

According to TRAP team’s second-in- 
command, Sergeant Matt Hazard, the team 
spends more time planning missions than it 
does simulating them. 

“What that means is,” Sgt. Hazard told 
SOF, “we spend more time talking through 
the ‘what ifs’ and ‘what happens if’ than 
simulating rescues. We train for when a 
pilot or plane goes down. It’s as simple as 
that. Over time we’ve developed specific 
units for each possibility. We’ve got units 
for land rescue, for water rescue, etc.” 

Lieutenant Merida said TRAP has two 
helicopters and crews at its disposal round- 
the-clock. “We could be off the ship in less 

Continued on page 71 



(above) Giving new meaning to the term “going postal.” (right) Marines with the 26th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit enjoy a morning jog aboard their ship off the coast of Albania. The Pentagon 
has tasked the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit with multiple roles, ranging from providing secu¬ 
rity at refugee camps to providing close air support over Yugoslavia. 
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under somewhat realislie conditions, both 
for fun and with some real world benefit, as 
well. The gruwlh of IDPA has been phe¬ 
nomenal, growing in two years to 3,900 
members and almost a hundred clubs 
throughout the country. 

IDPA was founded by famous pistol- 
smith and former IPSC champion shooter. 
Bill Wilson. Wilson 
wanted to create a ,j j» pi 

sport in which com¬ 
pensated, optically 
sighted, 21-shot “race guns" would not be 
necessary in order to compete effectively. 
Bill had done ualiumely well in IPSC com¬ 
pel ilion, but over the past few years he has 


become more and more interested in ihu use 
of the handgun in the real-1 ife mle or per 
sonal self-defense. 

Bill persuaded a few others of like iilirttl 
to join him in this new vailure, untl IDPA 
was on its way. IDPA is governed by ii board 
of directors, led by Bill, amt which mutinies 
several of the founding members of 
tPSC/USFSA who 

r^rrs 

practical handgun 


wo years ago the International 
Defensive Pistol Association 
{IDPA) was formed as a new pistol 
shooting compel ilion venue. IDPA\s goal 
was to provide a competitive program in 
which actual real-life concealed-carry 
defensive handguns, worn daily in conceal- 
nieiil hol.Hier^, could be used in scenarios 
that attempt to si mutate the actual use of a 
sidearm by a Jaw 1 enforcement officer or 
aimed citizen. 'Hie timing of this new sport 
was righi on, ns state after state enacted or 
modified “’sight Lt>carry" laws,enabling pri 
Vide eiLi/ens to go armed legally. Now, 
these same armed eiltzens have a place to 
compete with their daily carry equipment, 
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Thomas. Both Ken and Dick serve on IDPA’s 
boaneL along with USPSA founder John 
Sayle and noted author Walt Rauch. These 
men bring a wealth of knowledge and expe¬ 
rience to IDPA and have shepherded the 
organization through its rapid initial growth. 

Most of us wear our sideanns concealed in 
daily life. so that’s the best way to test our 
shtKUing skills. The match designers and the 
crew of range officials provided a safe and 
it 1 warding set of challenges for the competitors. 

IDPA competition is founded on the 
premise that winning should be determined 
by a shooter's skill at arms, not by his 
equipment budget. With this in mind, only 
minor gun modifications are allowed, hol¬ 
ster selection is strictly controlled, and 
shooters compete in separate divisions, 
designed to pat shooters against other shoot¬ 
ers with similar gear. 

Revolver shooters, for instance, are not 
competing with everyone, only with the 
other revolver shooters. Thus, there is no 


“We Interrupt This Program” began with 
author seated in an easychair in From of the 
TV when home leaders burst through the 
door. Sidearm was on the endtable until the 
start signal. 


overall winner in an IDPA mulch. but a win¬ 
ner in each of the four divisions. This levels 
the playing field anti assures thul the winner 
in each division is the best shooter, not the 
guy with the most zalvatKed weaponry. 

Mizzou Siugfesl 

Last year, the second annual IDPA 
National Championship Match wits con¬ 
ducted on 13 September MS, su tin- United 
Sports man’s Gun Chib in Jet’fen-urn City, 
Mo. This prestigious mulch drew 203 of the 
finest defensive shooters in llu- country to 
slug it out for (he national tilh 1 in each of 
lDPA’s four compel ilrve divisions ,ft greul 
facility, an imaginulivc am! demanding 
selection of courses of lire, and a Icrl of fast, 
accurate shooting made this a memorable 
experience for all who came. 

The match consisted of 14 stiges, which 
required the shooter to display a wide range 
of shooting skills. There were courses 
which involved standard skill drills, plus a 
number of fast paced scenarios requiring 
shooters to move, use cover, reload under 
pressure, and even idenlify hostile targets 
among no-shoot targets, all with the ever¬ 
present timer urging them on. The stages 
were shot on the Vickers Corn]l, n scoring 
system that factors in speed und Etcctimcy, 
giving the best score to the shooter who 
could get center hits the quickest, just like 
in real life. A shooter’s time for a siring of 
shots is recorded, and there is u ^second 
penalty added to his time lor every point 
dropped on the target. Spraying or machine- 
gunning for speed causes escessive penalty 
time for points dropped. Shoot mg Um slow¬ 
ly racks up too much raw time. 

Shoot fast and hit the center hi win, 

Several of the stages in this match 
deserve mention lot their creative use of 


(opposite) Rob Leatham, Champion, Custom Defensive Pistol Division, fires from behind cover 
during Stage 13, Double Feature.” Shooting on the move, author charges a target (above) before 
engaging other targets while using the van for cover, (below) Revolvers are alive and well in IDPA. 
Texas pistolsmhh Marc McCord fires his 3" barreled Model 27.357 around a barricade. 
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This type of stage exposes shooters to the 
real-world problems of safely presenting a 
weapon while seated in the car, shooting 
out the window at odd angles, and reload^ 
ing in a cramped space with all of your gear 
under a jacket. 

“Down, But Not Out” was an interesting 
stage that began with the shooter on the 
ground, with his pistol a few feel away. This 
simulated being knocked down and tem¬ 
porarily separated from one's sidearm, On 
signal, the shooter had to retrieve his pistol 
and engage six targets scattered among “no- 
shoot” targets. The shooter was required to 
move, as some targets were obscured by har¬ 
riers, and the shooter had to roll or crawl to 
cover, all firing being done from prone. Tills 
was quite a learning experience for many. 
Stage 12 featured w motor driven mrgel 
mounted on a rail at one end of an alley. As 
this target charged the shooter, the shooter 
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Stage 2, “A Long Drink at the 
Johnstown Bar,” started with the shooter 
seated on a barstool, hands on die bar. Oil 
signal, the shooter pivoted off the stool, 
drew, and engaged two nearby target 
while backing out of the l>ar. Shooting com¬ 
bined with movement was used in several 
stages, sometimes backing out of ihe danger 
zone as in this stage, or moving laterally or 
diagonally to cover. 

“We Interrupt this Program" was Ihc 
name given to Stage 6. Hoc, the shooter 
was seated in an easychair in front of a TV 
set, with pistol lying on an end tabic by the 
chair. On signal, shooter picked up his pis¬ 
tol and engaged two clothed targets who 
were bursting through the door four and five 
yards away. 

Stage 8, ‘^Car-Jacked by Gang 
Members,” began with the shooter seated 
in a car, with another car parked a few 
yards to the front of the shooter S s car. On 
signal, the shooter had to draw and engage 
targets to the left of the car, then more tar¬ 
gets to the front, by the second car. A reload 
was mandatory to engage sill of the targets 
and the stage was shot from concealment. 


Beverly McCord, of Texas, was one of a dozen female competitors in the 1S9B Championships, 
Here, she engages targets bom behind cover in Stage 1 and (below), engages targets bom inside 
a ear — a real-world skill, for real-world dangers. There is a growing Interest among women in 
IDPA shooting throughout the Lt.S. (bottom} "Down bus nol out 1 ' stags required use of cover and 
shooting from prone, while engaging multiple adversaries scattered among no-shoot targets and 
vision barriers. Challenging! 


range space and die challenges they posed 
to Lhe shooters. Stage 1, for instance, was 
entitled “DEA Combat Course #11 (modi¬ 
fied). The shooler started with his back to a 
huge Eirruy of targets, all of whom are wear¬ 
ing T-shirts to obscure the scoring rings and 
force the shooter to pick an aiming point the 
way he would have to in a confrontation. 
While the shooler had his back to the tar¬ 
gets, a range official affixed realistic plastic 
guns to some, but not alL targets. On signal, 
shooter had to pivot and engage the first two 
“armed” targets he saw while running to a 
nearby barricade for cover. Once behind 
cover, the shooter hud to continue to engage 
hostile targets as they were seen while using 
cover properly and “slicing the pie”, as to 
expose himself only to targets being 
engaged. This sort of course design ingrains 
good tactical habits and is representative of 
typical IDPA scenarios. 


-J 















had to quickly back down the alley while 
firing shots into the charging madman. The 
target moved fairly quickly and it bobbed 
from side to side, making for a very chal¬ 
lenging shot while the shooter hustled back¬ 
ward. This was a lot of fun and tested very 
useful skills. 

Stage 13 was a scenario involving a 
gang attack outside a movie theater. The 
shooter had to move, use cover, reload 
behind cover, and sort out clothed hostile 
target from bystanders. As mentioned, in 
this match most of the targets, hostile and 
non-hostile, were dressed in old T-shirts or 
sports shirts. This added realism and forced 
shooters to pick a proper aiming point 
instead of being guided by rings on the tar¬ 
get. Ten of the 14 stages were shot from 
concealment, again adding realism and rel¬ 
evance to the competition. 


Ernest Langdon, (above, left) of Beretta. who won top 
honors in the Stock Pistol Division, receives a trophy 
from Bill Wilson and board member John Sayle. (left) 
Bob Brown (second from left), Editor/Publisher of 
SOF— and sponsor of Stage 14 (the IDPA Quick-Skill 
Test) in the 1998 IDPA Championshipsi— poses with 
match participants. 


92, 9mm service pistol, with a score of 
217.70. Second in this division was Rob 
Haught, a police chief from West Virginia, 
with a score of 222.11, using a Smith & 
Wesson 5906 9mm in Don Hume leather. 
Third place went to John Shaw, who used a 
SIG P226 9mm for a total time of 227-89- 
The Stock Service Revolver Division is 
intended for competitors using atandflrd 
revolvers like a Smith & Wesson Model 66 
or 686, or the Colt Python. This year saw 
more revolver shooters than the previous 
year, with 17 wheelgunners going head to 
head. The champion in this division was 


Alex Zimmerman, with a score of 260.60. 
Second was James Stout, at 282.09, and 
third was Michael Shovel at 310.57. 

Shooters with single-action auto’s in 
9mm through .40 caliber compete in the 
Enhanced Service Pistol Division. These 
guns are typically Browning High Powers 
in 9mm or .40 S&W, or Government 
Model variants in .38 Super or .40 S&W. 
This was a well-populated and hotly con¬ 
tested division, with some really outstand¬ 
ing shooting done by the top hands. The 
ESP Division Champion was Special 
Agent Scott Warren, FBI, spooling a .40 
caliber Government Model for a blazing 
score of 199.03. Scott was also the Hrgli 
Lawman of the championship. 

Second was David Elderton, with a 
score of 214.79. Third place went to D.R. 
Middlebrooks, at 219.74. I had a couple of 
disastrous malfunctions with a new gun I 
acquired shortly before the match, and 
wound up fifth Master in this division. 

The biggest division is Custom 
Defensive Pistol, the home of the 1911 
.45ACP Government Model, in all its guis¬ 
es. Ninety-seven shooters fought it out in 
this division, shooting Colt, Springfield 
Armory, Wilson CombaL, and Caspian pis¬ 
tols, to name a few. 

The champion in Custom Defensive 
Pistol was professional shooter Rob 
Leatham, who scorched the course with a 
score of 192.23. Rob’s effortless mastery of 
the pistol makes him a joy to watch as he 
mows down targets like a weedeater with his 
Springfield Armory Custom Shop .45, worn 
in a Safari land 5181 concealment holster. 

Continued on page 72 


And The Winners Are... 

The backbone of IDPA is the Stock 
Service Pistol Division. Stock Service 
Pistol is intended for shooters with double¬ 
action semiauto’s like the S&W 5906, the 
Beretta M92, or the SIG P229 — DA guns 
in 9mm, .40 S&W, .38 Super, 9X23, etc., 
without extensive modifications or custom 
work. These are Lhe guns carried daily by 
hundreds of thousands of cops and licensed 
civilians. The Stock Service Pistol Division 
was won by Ernest Langdon, a law enforce¬ 
ment sales representative for Beretta 
U.S.A., using a stock, out of the box Beretta 


Equipment Used By Top Shooters At The 1998 IDPA Nationals 


Rob Leatham 

1911 .45, Springfield Custom Shop 

Safariland 5181 

Ken Hackathorn 

1911 .45,Wilson CQB 

BladeTech belt slide 

Beverty McCord 

1911.45, McCord 

Bears Den 

Julie Nowlin 

1911 .38 Super, Nowlin 

Wilson Protector 

Scott Warren 

1911 .40 S&W, Springfield Custom 

Wilson Rapid Resp. 

Bill Wilson 

1911.45,Wilson CQB 

Wilson Tigershark 

Ernie Langdon 

Beretta 92G, 9mm 

Hill Speed Holster 

Tom Yost 

S&W 945,.45, S&W Perf Center 

Safariland 560 

Rob Haught 

S&W 5906 9mm 

Don Hume 
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D on’t kid yourself. Double-action 
revolvers are a long way from mori¬ 
bund. They still have their aficionados 
and lethal applications. I frequently carry a 
Smith & Wesson “J” frame revolver in one 
variant or another as backup to a larger pis¬ 
tol. They have several advantages. In the 
incredibly rare instance that a round fails to 
fire, just pulling the trigger will rotate anoth¬ 
er round into the firing position. Ammunition 
can be stored for a long, long time in a 
revolver’s cylinder. A semiauto pistol’s mag¬ 
azine follower spring will take a set if not 
periodically relieved of its ammunition load. 
For the novice, a revolver remains by far the 
best choice as there is never a chance of a 
round being left in the chamber after a mag¬ 
azine has been removed. And, there are usu¬ 


ally no manual safety mechanisms that must 
be manipulated. Revolvers are less ammuni¬ 
tion-sensitive than semiautos. Revolvers can 
be had in very small compact envelopes. 
And, for those who care (such as govern¬ 
ment-sanctioned covert operators), no brass 
is left on the ground to tell any tales. 

Admittedly, there are disadvantages to 
wheel guns. For concealment purposes they 
are not as flat as semi auto pistols. Then- 
capacity is almost always less than a semi- 
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automatic pistol. Revolvers are more diffi¬ 
cult to reload than magazine-fed pistols. 
This later deficiency can loom with great 
importance in a gunfight. In spite of this, 
Smith & Wesson (Dept. SOF, 2100 
Roosevelt Avenue, RO. Box 2208, 
Springfield, MA 01102-2208; phone: 800- 
331-0852; fax: 413-747-3317; internet: 
http://www.smith-wesson.com) continues 
to market and sell a substantial number of 
revolvers designed for close encounters of 
the potentially deadly kind. The spate of 
concealed carry legislation throughout the 
country in recent years has increased the 
demand for reliable, small, lightweight, eas¬ 
ily-concealed revolvers. Today, among 
armed professionals they most often see ser¬ 
vice as backups to heavier, large-caliber pis¬ 
tols or as so-called “kit guns” to backpack¬ 
ers, fishermen and campers. Smith & 
Wesson’s remarkable new line of AirLite Ti 
revolvers address these very audiences, as 
well as those who want to carry only one 
very lightweight handgun. 

Smith and Wesson has been making 
revolvers for more than 140 years. No one 
does it better. The Model 1 tip-up revolver 
appeared in the 1850s. The .38 Military and 
Police Model was introduced in 1899. For 
years the majority of Smith & Wesson’s 
production was devoted to the .38 M&P, 
which during the 1950s became known as 
the Model 10. The Model 10 totally domi¬ 
nated the police market in the U.S. during 
that time frame, as did the .38 Special car¬ 
tridge. Developed by Daniel B. Wesson to 
improve the anemic performance of the .38 
Long Colt in the Philippines Campaign, the 
.38 Smith & Wesson Special (as it was ini¬ 
tially called) is the most popular revolver 
cartridge of all time. 

In 1950, the 38 Chiefs Special (Model 
36), a small five-shot revolver was intro¬ 
duced, primarily intended for plainclothes 
dicks and off-duty police. In 1952, during 
Smith & Wesson’s centennial year, they 
announced two pocket revolvers, each with 
a fully-concealed hammer — thus combin¬ 
ing the salient features of the old Safety 
Model, introduced in 1887, with the newly 
designed J-frame series. Called the 
“Centennial” Models, the aluminum alloy- 
frame “Airweight” version (later called the 
Model 42) was the first to be produced. 
After the first 37 specimens were fabricated 
with aluminum-alloy cylinders (with a total 
weight of only 11.25 ounces), subsequent 
Centennial Airweights were equipped with 
steel cylinders and barrels, which increased 
their weight to 13 ounces. The all-steel ver¬ 
sion, known as the Model 40, followed 
shortly thereafter and weighed about 24 
ounces. They were available with either a 
blued or nickeled finish and were equipped 
with 2-inch barrels. The original Centennial 
revolvers were equipped with a grip-safety. 
In 1965, the Model 60, a stainless steel ver¬ 
sion of the Chiefs Special went into produc¬ 
tion series. 

Production of the Centennial series 
ceased in 1976. By 1990 demand was so 
great that a stainless steel version, the Model 


640, appeared, sans a grip safety, and addi¬ 
tional Centennial and even exposed-hammer 
J-frame revolvers have been introduced with 
substantial frequency and great success. 

After more than a year of development, 
the startling AirLite Model 317 was intro¬ 
duced in 1997. Chambered for the .22 LR 
cartridge, this eight-shot, J-frame, short- 
barreled revolver has an aluminum frame, 
cylinder and barrel shroud with a stainless 
steel barrel and other weight-reducing fea¬ 
tures. It weighs, empty, less than 10 ounces. 
While this is astounding, the caliber has lit¬ 
tle appeal to armed professionals. 

Titanium To The Rescue 

That single deficiency has been correct¬ 
ed by Smith & Wesson’s even more 
astounding new AirLite Ti revolver series, 
which introduce the use of a substantial 
amount of titanium and more formidable 
calibers. There are six revolvers in this 
series. Two are chambered for the ubiqui¬ 
tous .38 Special +P round: the concealed- 
hammer, Centennial-style Model 342 and 
the exposed-hammer Model 337. For those 
whose sensibilities might be ruffled by stiff 
recoil, there are also two models chambered 
for the more pleasant, but less effective, .32 
H&R Magnum cartridge: the concealed- 
hammer Model 332 and the exposed-ham¬ 
mer Model 331. Both of the .32 H&R 
Magnum revolvers have milled-in front 
sights. All four of these latter revolvers are 
J-ffames. Even more interesting to me are 
two new concealed-hammer L-frame 
AirLite Ti handguns. The Model 242 is a 
seven-shot .38 Special +P handgun. But, of 
greatest attraction to pistoleros will 
undoubtedly be the exciting new Model 
296, a five-shot revolver chambered for the 
great .44 Special round. 

Soldier Of Fortune was recently sent a 
Model 337 exposed-hammer .38 Special +P 
J-frame handgun and a Model 296 con¬ 


cealed-hammer .44 Special L-frame for test 
and evaluation. Obviously the single-most 
salient feature of the AirLite Ti series is the 
weight. The Model 337 weighs only 11.4 
ounces, empty. It has a 1 7/8-inch barrel and 
an overall length of 6.4 inches. The five- 
groove bore has a right-hand twist with one 
turn in 18.75 inches. Our test specimen is 
equipped with attractive uncheckered, wood 
laminate grip panels. Featuring coil-spring 
ignition with a floating firing pin, the dou¬ 
ble-action trigger-pull weight is 11.0 
pounds. Single-action trigger-pull weight is 
a very crisp 3.25 pounds, although hand¬ 
guns of this type should almost always be 
fired under stress in double-action. 
Cylinder-to-forcing-cone gap is 0.006-inch. 
The industry’s generally accepted tolerance 
range for this dimension is 0.003 to 0.008- 
inch. Both lateral and fore-and-aft cylinder 
play are minimal. 

The .44 Special Model 296 weighs 18.8 
ounces, empty. It has a 2.5-inch barrel and 
an overall length of 7.4 inches. This five- 
groove barrel has a right-hand twist with 
one turn in 20 inches. The checkered, black, 
soft synthetic grip panels do an excellent 
job of taming the rather stiff recoil. 
Employing leaf-spring ignition (also with a 
floating firing pin), double-action trigger- 
pull weight of the Model 296 AirLite Ti is a 
superb 9.5 pounds. Cylinder-to-forcing- 
cone gap is 0.007-inch. Again, both lateral 
and fore-and-aft cylinder play are minimal. 

Smith & Wesson’s L-frame series was 
developed after U.S. law enforcement agen¬ 
cies abandoned the .38 Special cartridge in 
favor of the .357 Magnum in service-size 
revolvers. Subsequently, the police training 
cycles on these handguns became more 
aggressive. On S&W K-frame revolvers, in 
order to make room for the gas ring in front 
of the cylinder, metal must be machined off 
the forcing cone at the end of the barrel. As 
more and more rounds were fired in training, 



Employing sophisticated titanium technology, Smith & Wesson’s AirLite Ti revolvers provide 
toughness and reliability in an incredibly lightweight package. 
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Five beans in the wheel: Both the .44 Special Model 296 and .38 Special Model 337 AirLite Ti 
revolvers have five-shot cylinders, (above, right) Note lightening “rain gutter” running around the 
periphery of the trigger guard. Groove on the back of the trigger is not a lightening cut but a func¬ 
tion of its manufacture by the MIM process, (right) The steel, serrated ramp-type front sight blade 
has a black oxide finish which provides high visibility and is held to the barrel shroud by a roll pin. 


this machined area became a weak point. To 
achieve the required clearance without hav¬ 
ing to machine material off the forcing cone, 
the bore's axis was moved up. This resulted 
in the taller frame of the “L” series. While 
use of a large caliber, such as the .44 Special 
in the Model 296, doesn’t permit much 
material in the forcing cone, the L-frame has 
a more robust forcing cone than any S&W 
frame, with the exception of the N-frame. 

Both the frame and barrel shroud of the 
AirLite Ti series are manufactured from 7075 
aluminum alloy in aircraft-grade T6. The 
frame itself is CNC (Computer Numerical 
Controlled) machined from a forging. 

The most important and obvious titanium 
component is the cylinder, which is 


machined from barstock. Both the firing pin 
bushing and the center pin bushing on the 
bolster face are made of titanium, principal¬ 
ly because of the material’s resiliency. 
Because of its toughness, all of the frame 
studs (for the hammer, trigger, rebound slide 
and cylinder stop) are also made of titanium. 

Less Is More 

Lightening the AirLite Ti revolvers was 
not simply a matter of using titanium com¬ 
ponents. Far more was involved. “Rain gut¬ 
ters” running around the periphery of the 
trigger guard and on both the front and back 
straps serve as lightening grooves to reduce 
weight. Additionally, internally under the 
side plate a number of mill cuts were made to 



remove material deemed unnecessary. Under 
the grip panels there are alterations to the 
frame’s cross webbing. The cylinder yoke 
itself has been made of weight-saving alu¬ 
minum. There are also subtle touches, not 
readily noticed. For example, the cylinder 
flutes are longer and tapered to remove more 
metal. All of these changes commenced with 
the AirLite Model 317 .22 LR revolver. 

The barrel and shroud system, however, 
departs radically from that of the Model 


Titanium is a lustrous, silver-white metallic element in Group IV 
B of the Periodic Table. Titanium (symbol: Ti) has an atomic num¬ 
ber of 22 and an atomic weight of 47.90 with a melting point of 
1800 degrees C. 

Its principal sources are the minerals Ilmenite and Rutile. 
Ilmenite is titanic iron ore found as beds and lenticular bodies 
enveloped in gneiss and other crystalline metamorphic rocks. 
Rutile, a titanium dioxide, found in granite, granite pegmatites, 
gneiss, mica schist, metamorphic limestone, and dolomite. 

Why < ~Citmium? 


Titanium’s chemistry shows similarities to that of both zirconi¬ 
um and silicon. Its various compounds have a wide range of com¬ 
mercial importance. Titanium dioxide is used as a white paint pig¬ 
ment. Barium titanite is piezoelectric and is used as a sound and 
electrical transducer. Titanium tetrachloride is used for smoke 
screens and in skywriting. Titanium esters are employed as water¬ 
proofing chemicals for fabrics. 

Because of its high strength-to-weight ratio titanium metal has 
been long favored in the aerospace industry for the construction of 
both frames and engines. These properties of both light mass with 
correspondingly very high tensile strength, even at high tempera¬ 
tures, are what attracted Smith & Wesson’s designers. Furthermore, 


titanium has a much higher “modulus of elasticity” (the property of 
returning to an initial state without rupture after deformation) than 
steel — an important property because of the sudden and very high 
pressure peaks associated with the ignition of small arms ammuni¬ 
tion. And, rightly or wrongly, those who carry concealed weaponry 
most often desire as light a handgun as possible. 

However, although it’s one of the earth’s most common ele¬ 
ments, titanium is difficult to refine. Titanium metal cannot be pro¬ 
duced by the usual dioxide reduction method, as it reacts with both 
oxygen and nitrogen at high temperatures. Most often, titanium is 
extracted by passing chlorine over the ore. The titanium tetrachlo¬ 
ride that results is condensed, purified by fractional distillation and 
then reduced with molten magnesium at high temperature in an 
atmosphere of argon. This is an expensive operation, with the result 
that titanium barstock costs 10 times as much as the stainless steel 
Smith & Wesson uses in its revolvers. 

Using CNC machinery run at proper speeds for this new mater¬ 
ial, and titanium alloy of the correct type, Smith & Wesson’s engi¬ 
neers can successfully create AirLite Ti components from a materi¬ 
al that can be extremely difficult to machine. Were it not for the 
sophisticated CNC machinery that Smith & Wesson installed sever¬ 
al years ago, the AirLite Ti project would not have been feasible. In 
addition, selecting the titanium alloy that would withstand the brief, 
but extremely high pressures generated by the ignition of a center- 
fire handgun cartridge inside the cylinder was a major project itself. 
AirLite Ti cylinders are strong — probably much stronger than they 
will ever need to be. — P.G.K. 
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44 Special; 

C ^Cistorp and Performance 

We must thank Smith & Wesson for the great .44 Special cartridge. At its inception, 
the Smith & Wesson Model 3 American First Model break-top revolver was chambered 
for the .44 Henry rimfire cartridge. At the behest of the U.S. Army Ordnance Board, the 
caliber was changed to centerfire. It was called the .44/100, or more commonly, the .44 
Smith & Wesson American. Although it was still manufactured up to 1939, only one other 
revolver, the .44 Merwin Hulbert, was ever chambered for it. Most of the bullets were 
solid lead, round nose and heel type (that portion of the bullet projecting beyond the case 
is the same diameter as the outer diameter of the case). Projectile weights varied from 190 
to 225 grains. The latter was the official U.S. Government type. 

The .44 Smith & Wesson Russian 
cartridge and the revolver for which it 
was designed were both a conse¬ 
quence of modifications to the .44 
Smith & Wesson American cartridge 
and its revolver. In 1870 the Czar of 
Russia instructed Smith & Wesson to 
commence production of 200,000 
revolvers similar to the “American” 
type, but with exterior changes and 
alterations in the bore and chamber 
specifications. The heel-type bullet 
was replaced with a projectile having 
the same diameter as the inside of the 
case. This required counter-boring the 
rear of the cylinder. Bullet weight was 
increased to 246 grains. Velocity 
increased by 100 fps and the accuracy 
was greatly improved. Muzzle velocity was 770 fps. Gratefully, this fine round is now 
available from Black Hills Ammunition in response to its popularity among those 
involved in Cowboy Action Shooting competition. 

In 1907, Smith & Wesson introduced the .44 “New Century Model” revolver. It was 
chambered for a new round intended to improve upon the .44 Smith & Wesson Russian. 
Still depending upon black powder, the case was lengthened to provide for three more 
grains (for a total charge weight of 26 grains). The 246-grain bullet was retained. The 
desired gain in velocity was achieved. However, with the introduction of smokeless pro¬ 
pellants, the muzzle velocity of both rounds was established at 770 fps. 

What became known as simply the .44 Special cartridge was both accurate and pow¬ 
erful, although it never reached its full potential with factory loadings. It remained for 
Elmer Keith and others to bring the .44 Special into prominence. Prior to the introduction 
of the .44 Magnum, from which it was derived, Keith considered the .44 Special to be the 
best of all revolver cartridges. To Keith, it was the most accurate revolver round in exis¬ 
tence, and when handloaded properly, the most powerful. With modem Jacketed Hollow 
Point (JHP) bullets, weighing about 200 grains and designed to expanded at moderate 
velocities (such as the Speer Gold Dot), the .44 Special remains a superb choice for those 
who fight with a wheel gun. Remember, once we’ve achieved the desired penetration in 
living tissue, bullets that make big holes do more damage. Smith & Wesson’s new Model 
296 AirLite Ti will carry the .44 Special well past the millennium. — P.G.K. 



.44 Special: the best and most accurate of all 
revolver cartridges. 


317. The engineering challenge to reduce 
weight without compromising controllabili¬ 
ty or reliability applied to the barrel as well, 
but there was, in this area, a secondary 
focus. At Smith & Wesson, the traditional 
method of mating a revolver barrel to the 
frame is called “clocking the barrel.” The 
threads at the butt end of the barrel must 
always start at a single, precise point so that 
when the barrel is turned into the frame the 
front sight aligns correctly and there is the 
proper interference fit. This “crush” fit will 
cause some minute (only 10 thousandths) 
distortion to the interior bore surface. 
Sometimes this can be seen, but it has no 
affect of any kind on the revolver’s perfor¬ 
mance or accuracy potential. 

With the barrel system employed on the 
S&W AirLite Ti series, the sight alignment 
is determined by the metal tab on the front 
of the frame and its corresponding recess on 
the back of the barrel shroud. Both of these 



A cross pin at the bottom of the backstrap, a 
characteristic of all the AirLite series, is pro¬ 
vided to attach a lanyard. Note lightening “rain 
gutter” on the backstrap. (below) L-frame 
M296 has leaf-spring ignition which provides a 
double-action pull weight of only 9.5 pounds. 
M337 features coil-spring ignition, which is 
conventional for the J-frame series. 



tolerances are easier to control than the pre¬ 
cise location the threads commence at the 
end of the barrel. The stainless steel barrel 
tube must only be removed and installed by 
a special Smith & Wesson armorer’s tool, 
which, in essence, is the mirror image of the 
bore. Reinstallation of the barrel requires it 
to be torqued to 20 ft/lbs. After firing the 
revolver, it will require 40 ft/lbs. of torque 
to remove the barrel, thus demonstrating its 
tendency to self-tighten during firing. This 
operation should be performed by compe¬ 
tent gunsmiths using the proper tool only. 


Some writers for the popular gun press 
have suggested that the groove on the back 
of the AirLite (Ti) series triggers is a light¬ 
ening cut. This is not true. This component 
has been made by the ever more common 
Metal Injection Molding (MIM) process. 
This involves the injection of a metal and 
wax slurry which produces a “green part” 
that is about 30% larger than the final result 
will be. This is placed in a sintering furnace, 
which drives off the wax and fuses the sin¬ 
tered metal to the desired configuration and 
size. The cross-section of parts made by this 
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process must be held to a certain dimension. 
If too thick, sintering will set up differential 
shrinking. The component will then exhibit 
“sinks,” indentations dimpling inward. The 
groove at the back of the trigger merely 
reduces the trigger’s cross-section to pre¬ 
vent the appearance of sinks. 

The five-shot titanium cylinders of both 
the Models 337 and 296 rotate to the left, or 
counterclockwise (as with all S&W 
revolvers). Who cares? You had better care. 
In a gunfight, five rounds may not be 
enough and you may have time to load only 
another one or two rounds. You must know 
precisely where to align the cylinder so that 
after you close it, pulling the trigger will 
rotate a live round into the firing position. 

The abbreviated ejector rod on these 
short-barreled revolvers does not permit 
complete ejection of the empty cases. So, 
program yourself to claw them out with 
your support hand as quickly as possible 
with the revolver held high, but just below 
your line of sight, and your eyes constantly 
on the target. 

The cylinder latch thumbpiece on Smith 
& Wesson revolvers was ergonomically re¬ 
designed about four or five years ago and is 
now of the so-called “speed”-type. Unlike 
Colts, S&W cylinder latch thumbpieces must 
be pushed forward to swing out the cylinder. 

A cross pin at the bottom of the back- 
strap, a characteristic of all the AirLite 
series, is provided to attach a lanyard. In my 
opinion, handguns should be attached to the 
body by means of a holster — whether it be 
a belt, ankle, shoulder, pocket or inside-the- 
waistband type — so that they will be found 
in exactly the same place each and every 
time the weapon is presented. Pulling on a 
lanyard to retrieve a handgun in your pock¬ 
et or around your neck is an improper han¬ 


dling procedure that could prove disastrous 
in a gunfight. 

The sight system is simple and appropri¬ 
ate for the projected use of short-barreled 
revolvers. The rear sight consists of a large 
open square-notch cut into the frame’s top 
strap at the rear end and measuring a nomi¬ 
nal 0.130-inch in width. The long, serrated 
ramp-type front sight blade measures 0.125- 
inch in thickness. It is held to the barrel 
shroud by a roll pin. The steel front sight 
blade has a black oxide finish which pro¬ 
vides high visibility. Sight radius is 3.6 
inches for the J-frame Model 337 and 4.1 
inches for the larger L-frame Model 296. 

All of our testing of the Smith & Wesson 
AirLite Ti series was conducted at a range of 
7 yards. The vast majority of gunfights 
involving handguns occur at this range and 
less. We fired the .44 Special Model 296 with 
200-grain Jacketed Hollow Points provided 
by Black Hills Ammunition (Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 3090, Rapid City, SD 57709-3090; 
phone: 605-348-5150; fax: 605-348-9827 — 
call for information about purchasing direct 
at retail if there is no Black Hills distributor 
near you). This is the projectile weight rec¬ 
ommended by Smith & Wesson and so 
marked on the barrel shroud. These excellent 
Speer Gold Dot Jacketed Hollow Point (JHP) 
bullets will shoot directly to the point of aim, 
as the sights were regulated for this bullet 
weight. Muzzle velocity of this load is about 
775 fps from the Model 296’s 2.5-inch bar¬ 
rel. This is fast enough for adequate expan¬ 
sion in soft tissue. Modern hollow point bul¬ 
lets, manufactured by Speer, Hornady, 
Winchester or Federal, are designed to 
expand reliably at moderate velocities. 

Light & Low, Heavy & High 

Remember, lighter bullets will almost 


invariably shoot to a lower point of impact 
in revolvers than heavier bullets, irrespec¬ 
tive of their propellant charge weights or 
velocities. This is hard for some to believe, 
but high-velocity and low-velocity loads 
with the same projectile weight will invari¬ 
ably shoot to nearly the same point of 
impact. However, changing the bullet 
weight will always cause a change in the 
point of impact no matter what the velocity. 

To demonstrate this phenomenon we 
fired a wide range of projectile weights in 
the AirLite Ti Model 337 .38 Special 
revolver. Smith & Wesson advises that only 
+P Jacketed bullets should be used, as the 
crimp on lead projectiles of the +P type 
(such as the famous 158-grain lead hollow 
point “FBI” load) is insufficient to prevent 
bullets from jumping forward during recoil 
and preventing the cylinder from rotating. 
The Model 337 has been calibrated for the 
point of impact to equal the point of aim 
with 158-grain bullets and we found this to 
be so. Black Hills +P .38 Special ammuni¬ 
tion with the Speer Gold Dot 125-grain JHP 
bullet, traveling about 780 fps, shot about 2 
inches below the point of aim, as did the 
lower velocity 125-grain Federal Nyclad 
hollow point. 

Before Dr. Martin L. Fackler developed 
the principles of modem wound ballistics 
research, lightweight, high-velocity 110- 
grain hollowpoints briefly held sway. 
Digging into my pile of .38 Special esoteri- 
ca, I located some Smith & Wesson (actual¬ 
ly manufactured by Fiocchi in Alton, Ill.) 
110-grain JHP rounds and some ultra-high- 
velocity Super Vel Police 110-grain Jacketed 
Soft Points. Both shot about 6 inches below 
the point of aim. PMC’s 66-grain tubular 
bullet (no longer available), which exhibited 
sticky extraction and primer flowing (indi- 



A trio of Smith & Wesson .44 Specials (from 
top to bottom): N-frame stainless steel M624 
with 3-inch barrel, round butt and Skeeter 
Skelton style grip panels; L-frame stainless 
steel M696, also with 3-inch barrel and new 
AirLite Ti with 2.5-inch barrel. 


S&W IVI337 AirLite Ti 


PECIFICATIONS 


Caliber: .38 Special +P. 

Operation: Five-shot revolver. Exposed-hammer, single- and double-action. Coil-spring ignition with 
floating firing pin. 

Weight, empty: 11.4 ounces. 

Length, overall: 6.4 inches. 

Barrel: Five-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 18.75 inches. Stainless steel barrel 
tube with aluminum shroud. 

1% inches. 

Soft black synthetic or wood laminate. 

Fixed: black oxide, serrated-ramp front sight blade, 0.125-inch wide, roll-pinned to bar¬ 
rel shroud; open, square-notch rear sight, 0.130-inch in width, milled into the rear end 
of the top strap. Sight radius: 3.6 inches. 

Construction and finish; Treated dark gray titanium cylinder, light gray aluminum frame and barrel shroud, and 
color case-hardened steel trigger and hammer. 

$624 with soft synthetic grip panels; add $24 for wood laminate grips. 

Smith & Wesson, Dept. SOF, 2100 Roosevelt Avenue, P.O. Box 2208, Springfield, MA 
01102-2208; phone: 800-331 -0852; fax: 413-747-3317; internet: http://www.smith- 
wesson.com. 

T&E summary: Incredibly lightweight concealed-carry revolver made possible by titanium technology. 

Tough and reliable. Stiff recoil with +P loads. Effective performance with modern jack¬ 
eted holiowpoints at moderate velocities. 


Barrel length; 
Grips: 
Sights: 


Suggested retail price: 
Manufacturer: 
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Milt Sparks c ZS^Selsters 


Revolvers like the superb new Smith & Wesson AirLite Ti series 
deserve the best possible leather. There are no more than a handful 
of truly great holster makers. Tony Kanaley of Milt Sparks Holsters, 
Inc. (Dept. SOF, 605 East 44th, #2, Boise, Idaho 83714; phone: 
208-377-5577; fax: 208-376-7386; catalog $5) is one of them. 

For the larger S&W Model 296 AirLite Ti .44 Special concealed- 
hammer revolver SOF selected Tony’s PMK-C revolver holster 
which positions the handgun lower on the 
belt than most hide-ride holsters. The rear 
belt slot and tunnel loop at the rear work to 
pull the piece in tight against the body for 
maximum concealment A flat steel insert 
serves as a mouth reinforcement without 
enlarging the profile. I chose a natural tan, 
pebble grain finish that is available at no 
extra cost and is embossed by the tannery. 

Black or cordovan colors are also available. 

The PMK-C model is the muzzle for¬ 
ward option and I prefer crossdraw. A 
crossdraw position permits the support 
hand to sweep aside the concealing jacket 
or coat without fumbling and, equally 
important, the shooter does not telegraph 
his draw stroke to potential threats on the 
flanks or to the rear. 

The PMK-C holster costs $75. We com¬ 


plemented this with a 1.5-inch belt for $50. All Milt Sparks gun belts 
are cut on a contour for comfort and fit 

The S&W Model 337 AirLite Ti .38 Special +P revolver is most 
definitely a backup gun that will in most cases be carried in deep 
concealment. Our choice for a holster was the excellent Milt 
Sparks PCH-R pocket concealment holster. The PCH-R positions 
the revolver near the pocket’s centerline, providing a thin-edge 
profile from front to rear. The unformed 
outer shell blocks the revolvers outline, 
while light detail molding on the holster’s 
inside face reduces bulk. An innovative 
muzzle cutout on the inside face permits the 
barrel to protrude and further reduces the 
holster’s mass. A malleable copper wire 
insert has been laminated into the perimeter 
of the holster. This permits an individual¬ 
ized custom fit and enables the user to 
shape and mold the outer edge to maximize 
concealment. This unique holster costs $50 
and is available in black or tan. 

To purchase revolvers as expensive as the 
new Smith & Wesson AirLite Ti series and 
then slap them into the cheapest rig available 
is a poor decision. All of the components in a 
concealed carry system should meet the same 
levels of quality and performance. — P.G.K. 



cations of extremely high pressure), shot 10 
inches below the point of aim. 

You don’t need +P ammunition for 
effective wound ballistics performance with 
the .38 Special cartridge. Use standard 
velocity ammunition with modern 158- 
grain JHP bullets. Bullets like this will 
expand to almost .60 caliber in soft tissue 


and penetrate to about 13 inches, even at 
moderate velocities. This is adequate and 
with modem, expanding hollow points, the 
.38 Special remains an excellent choice for 
those who carry small concealed handguns. 

The 11.4-ounce Model 337 kicks hard 
with +P ammunition, although it’s nothing an 
experienced operator can’t handle. However, 


be advised that this revolver was not built for 
plinking. While recoil is sharp with the .44 
Special Model 296 as well, it is noticeably 
less than that of the J-frame revolver. Both 
revolvers possess more than adequate accu¬ 
racy for small, lightweight hideouts. Our 
Model 296 will place a full cylinder into one 
jagged hole at 7 yards — in this instance a 
commentary not only on Smith & Wesson’s 
handiwork but the .44 Special cartridge’s 
superb accuracy potential. 

I purchased my first Smith & Wesson 
revolver in 1954. It was a .38 Special K- 
frame “Combat Masterpiece” with a 4- 
inch barrel. Shortly thereafter, I traded up 
to a .357 Magnum Highway Patrolman N- 
frame. I now own over 40 S&W wheel 
guns, with no end in sight. The new 
AirLite Ti series is a spectacular engineer¬ 
ing achievement that successfully address¬ 
es a perceived need by those who pack 
pistols on a daily basis. The Model 337 
carries a suggested retail price of $624 
with soft synthetic grip panels — add $24 
for wood laminate grips. My personal 
favorite is the Model 296 and it will set 
you back $658 (available with synthetic 
grips only). 

Look for the AirLite Ti series to be 
expanded in the future. Real possibilities 
include a M296 exposed-hammer revolver 
with fixed sights and a 2.5-inch, as well as a 
version with a 3-inch barrel and adjustable 
sights. Expect also a 3-inch barreled “kit 
gun” format for the .38 Special and .32 
H&R Magnum J-frames. Eventually, there 
may even be an AirLite Ti chambered for a 
true magnum, such as the .41 Mag. ^ 


S&W M296 AirLite Ti 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber: 

Operation: 

Weight, empty: 
Length, overall: 
Barrel: 

Barrel length: 
Grips: 
Sights: 


.44 Special. 

Five-shot revolver. Concealed-hammer, double action-only. Leaf-spring ignition with 
floating firing pin. 

18.8 ounces. 

7.4 inches. 

Five-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 20 inches. Stainless steel barrel tube 
with aluminum shroud. 

2.5 inches. 

Soft black synthetic. 

Fixed: black oxide, serrated-ramp front sight blade, 0.125-inch wide, roll-pinned to bar¬ 
rel shroud; open, square-notch rear sight, 0.130-inch in width, milled into the rear end 
of the top strap. Sight radius: 4.1 inches. 

Construction and finish: Treated dark gray titanium cylinder, light gray aluminum frame and barrel shroud, and 
color case-hardened steel trigger. 

$658. 


Suggested retail price: 
Manufacturer: 


Smith & Wesson, Dept SOF, 2100 Roosevelt Avenue, RO. Box 2208, Springfield, MA 
01102-2208; phone: 800-331 -0852; fax: 413-747-3317; internet: http://www.smith- 


wesson.com . 


T&E summary: Lightweight titanium technology. To ugh and reliable. Moderate recoil only. Point-of- 
impact equals point-of-aim with 200-grain bullets. Chambered for the best and most 
accurate of all revolver cartridges. 
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Computer Crash Scenario 



Editor's Note : If someone tells you he knows exactly what will happen after the clock strikes 
midnight on 31 December 1999, put your hand on your wallet. Nobody knows for sure, 
including Soldier Of Fortune magazine. At SOF, however, we always encourage readers to 
live as independently as possible, so as to remain standing should society collapse around 
us. The following is an excerpt from the book Y2K Computer Crash Scenario: What to 
Expect and How to Protect Your Assets, Your Credit, and Your Way of Life. Written by Dr. 
John Mrozek, M.D., the book is published by Paladin Press and can be ordered by calling 
1-800-392-2400; or by visiting www.paladin-press.com . 


he birth of the problem that will 
cause the collapse of our communi¬ 
cation and information systems 
was uneventful. When computer 
programs were first written, the cost of 
each symbol or digit was high. The need to 
economize on program size was a major 
concern to those who used this new tech¬ 
nology. For that reason, and out of sheer 
laziness, most programmers in the world 
adopted the practice of abbreviating the 
year. Instead of writing 1959, the program¬ 


mer would write 59. This practice, used by 
school children everyday, seemed like a 
reasonable one at the time. No one writing 
computer programs back then gave much 
thought too what effect the change from 
1999 to 2000 would have on the computer 
systems that were programmed using this 
industry-wide practice. 

The problem began to come to light 
slowly and in curious ways. Various gov¬ 
ernment agencies in America started to 
have problems when people bom before 


A Hedge Against the Threat: 

What one man is doing 


It’s no surprise that many of our loyal readers have made at 
least some reasonable preparation for the disaster that might 
occur at the start of the new millennium. We spoke with Vernon 
Filmor, a successful, conservative investor in the Northwest, 
about his views on Y2K. 

SOF: Why would a conservative businessman like you get 
caught up in all the hype about Y2K? 

Filmor: About a year ago, I came across a copy of Time Bomb 
2000 in a bookstore. In it, a computer guru lays out and attempts to 
determine the magnitude of the problem. Yourdon spells out three 
scenarios, short, medium and long term, leaving the reader to 
choose. Of course, how you prepare for one month varies greatly 
with how one prepares for 10 years. 

SOF: So you think Y2K is something we should all be concerned 
about? 

Filmor: The difference between Y2K and other disasters is that 
all the others are random — one doesn’t know where they will 
strike or when. Y2K is time-certain. And it spreads everywhere — 
private and public sectors, worldwide. Now the time-certain feature 
has given warning to everyone so that steps can be taken to fix the 
problem. 

SOF: How complex or big is the problem? 

Filmor: I’ve been told it’s very simple. But the scale is 


immense. Programmers, especially on older mainframe computers, 
must read each line of code and correct it. Then the program must 
be tested and then other errors pop up and they must be corrected. 
A time-consuming and costly process. One party says it’s like tak¬ 
ing a cigar box of marbles and polishing each one. Simple. Except 
the marbles fill up the Grand Canyon. 

SOF: But will it last, as the worst case Yourdon suggests — 10 
years? 

Filmor: There are several persons who have played up potential 
crises in the past. Remember when the Russians were going to 
invade the U.S. by sending troops in through Mexico? And the 
AIDS problem was going to overrun the country in the ’80s? The 
same people are touting Y2K the same way. 

SOF: Like crying wolf? 

Filmor: Precisely, but this time they could be right. 

SOF: So, what steps have you taken to prepare yourself for 
Y2K? 

Filmor: Being prepared is like buying insurance for your car 
or house. You pay premiums every year hoping that your house 
doesn’t catch fire or that you don’t get into an accident. And being 
from the Northwest, where we just came off Ice Storm ’96, where 
many people were without electricity for up to two weeks, it makes 
sense to be prepared for emergencies. So I’ve stocked up on food 


54 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ SEPTEMBER 1999 



"I truly hope that various government agencies and international corporations will be able to stop 
such a crash on the day that marks the beginning of the new millennium. If not, we face 
a number of potential problems." — Dr. John Mrozek 


1900 who were collecting govern¬ 
ment benefits surpassed the century 
mark. For example, take the case of 
a man bom in 1887 who was happi¬ 
ly collecting his Social Security 
check until January 1987. All of the 
sudden , the man received notice that 
he was ineligible for pension bene¬ 
fits because he was “less that a year 
old.” These cases were laughed off 
initially because the number of peo¬ 
ple over 100 years old was small, 
and the problem was easy to fix on a 
case-by-case basis. 

Unfortunately, the government 
focused on fixing the smaller prob¬ 
lem at hand instead of seeing the 
larger problem it will face when we 
hit the year 2000 and every benefi¬ 
ciary is rejected. Many people in 
government and industry will tell 
you that this problem only affects 
older computer programs and can be 
fixed easily. After all, it is in the 
government’s and industry’s best 
interest to avoid causing panic while 
they slowly employ the measures to 
fix the problem. 

But the practice of using this 
shorthand method of writing the year 


has only recently been modified in 
some programming circles. Even 
more ominous are the so-called 
piggy-back effects that have the 
ability to interfere with transactions 
controlled by the newest software, 
which does not contain the two-digit 
year abbreviation. 

Piggyback Effect 

Let me start out by explaining the 
piggyback effect. Let’s take the 
example of writing out a will. 
Assume that you have been very suc¬ 
cessful in life and want to make sure 
your assets are passed on the way 
that you have chosen. You consult an 
attorney who discusses your wishes 
with you and draws up a will. Do you 
think the attorney starts to write your 
will from scratch? Of course not. He 
would be foolish to do so. Instead, he 
begins with a will written many years 
ago and tested many times in court 
that he knows will get the desired 
effect and then he modifies it to fit 
your individual needs. This is 
referred to as using boilerplate lan¬ 
guage, and it is a very prudent way 
for attorneys to conduct business. 



that I tend to eat anyway, have several barrels of water, distillation 
unit and filter, a diesel generator and fuel for potential use for about 
a month and several cords of wood. I have collected a month’s sup¬ 
ply of vitamins and other supplements. 

SOF: Guns? 

Filmor: I live in a small town and therefore am not as concerned 
about civil unrest as I might be. But I do have a .357 revolver, 12- 
gauge shotgun and will procure a rifle soon. Plus sufficient rounds. 

SOF: What about the banks? 

Filmor: From what I have read over the Internet and what 
have you, most banks will be compliant. The problem is a 1930s 
run on the banks. USA Today had a survey that showed 80% of 
the people will leave their money in the bank and that figure was 
used to show that everything would be all right. Yeah. If 5% pull 
their money out of the bank at one time, there could be a serious 
problem. That’s why the government has said they had printed 
more money to be used in case of a run. Now, the 80% who said 
they would leave their money in the bank probably live paycheck 
to paycheck and therefore won’t have an impact. 

SOF: So what's your best guess? 

Filmor: Looking in my crystal ball, maybe one to two 
months of disruptions in the normal flow of business activities 
— some food shortages, some utility disruptions, some civil 
unrest. My major concern is a business recession. That could be 
the real problem. 

SOF: When did you first become interested in preparedness? 

Filmor: I first became aware of preparedness back in 1979, 
when Gary North said the Russians were going to invade from 
Mexico up into the Northwest. Later, in 1980, he said there would 
be a worldwide epidemic of AIDS. Then started warning about eco¬ 
nomic and social disruption regarding Y2K. Who knows? This time 
he might be right. 


SOF: The last credible threat was Russia, and it looks like 
they're not coming. Why your interest in another potential 
threat? 

Filmor: Because Y2K is a very definite time period where 
something might happen, whereas all these other things were fig¬ 
ments of someone’s imagination. This is time certain, and it seems 
to have more validity. 

SOF: Do you perceive the Y2K threat of chaos to be from actu¬ 
al technical problems , or from public over-reaction to perceived 
problems? 

Filmor: They both kind of play into each other. If nothing 
happens on the technological side, and yet the public feels some¬ 
thing is going to happen, then it may well be a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. 

SOF: What have you done to prepare long term , should Y2K 
turn out to be a 10-year ordeal? 

Filmore: There are some things you just can’t reasonably plan 
for. You can’t go out and buy 10 years of food, and fuel and heat. 
You can only plan for so long and then if the problem persists, 
everyone’s in the same boat, and then so what? 

SOF: What do you think the government should be doing that 
they are not? 

Filmore: I don’t know. I do know that the general population 
has a problem believing anything the government says these days, 
and that’s where I’m at. I don’t know what they’re doing , and I 
can’t believe anything they say they are doing. 

SOF: What financial preparations are you taking? 

Filmore: I’m withdrawing my cash and buying gold. 

SOF: Have you attended preparedness expos? 

Filmore: One. They were selling all the same shit they were 
selling back in 1979 when the Russians were coming. It’s all just a 
little fancier now. 
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Computer programmers do the same thing in many circumstances. If, 
in the course of writing a given program, they need a certain common 
function done, they do not reinvent the wheel. Instead, they take a 
program that is proven to perform the given 
functions and use it in their own programs, 
just as the attorney uses certain language from 
his boilerplate will. Unfortunately most of the 
proven programs that have been “piggy¬ 
backed” into newer programs are old — dat¬ 
ing back to the period when using the two- 
digit year abbreviation was 
standard procedure for pro¬ 
grammers. Thus, even newer 
programs have this error incor¬ 
porated into the many lines of 
their new computer software. 

The second problem is net¬ 
working. Most large computer 
systems, including those used by 
the government, large corporations 
and financial institutions, function 
by having different computers 
“talk” to each other. If a complex 
transaction requires this interfacing 
among different computers, it takes 
only a two-digit year abbreviation 
error in one of the computers to cause 
the transaction to crash. 


Language Barrier 

Suffice it to say that security sys¬ 
tems set up to prevent virus insertion 
and hacker access could be compromised 
either through a two-digit year abbreviation 
error in the security software itself or 
because of a piggyback or networking error. 
You may see the problem as a simple one to 
fix. After all, how difficult could it be to 
change 59 to 1959 and get on with our 
lives? Unfortunately, it’s not that easy. For 
one thing, computer languages like Cobal, 
that were used decades ago, have not only 
fallen into disuse, but they are not even 
understood by many modem programmers. 


JAMES TALMAGE STEVENS 
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Don’t Get Cauoht 


with Your Pantry Down! 
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The caammw'H retorence guiite 
to the preparedness Industry! 



All the literature 
and articles in 
the world won’t 
tell you for cer¬ 
tain what will 
happen when 
the clock strikes 
midnight, usher¬ 
ing in the year 2000. But books such as these 
give good advice on how to survive should the 
world fully or partially shut down. As one SOF 
reader says, preparing for the worst is like 
having a good homeowner’s policy. 


The 1999 Soldier Of Fortune Convention in Los Vegos will feature several reputable 
vendors who can help you prepare for Y2K. They include: 


Urban Survivors LLC 
2848 Walnut Street 
Los Alamos, NM 87544 
(505) 665-4497 

Offers hand-to-hand combat course 
designed for the urban jungle. 

TOPS 

510 E. 17th Street, Ste. 215 
Idaho Falls, ID 83404 
(208)542-0113 
www.tactical-ops.com 
<( 0ne knife, one life: tools for professional 
military and law enforcement!* 

Heatermeals 

311 Northland Boulevard 
Cincinnati, OH 45246 
(513) 772-3066 
www.heatermeals.com 
“Discover the meal that heats itself.” Hot 
and ready in 14 minutes without 
electricity or flame. 


Hoods Woods 
RO. Box 549 
Garden Valley, ID 83622 
(208) 462-1916 
www.survival.com 

Learn to eat nutritious bugs and delicious 
animals with the (i Woodsmasters”videos . 
Use his knives to kill your food. 

NORFED 

(National Organization for the Repeal 
of the Federal Reserve Act and 
Internal Revenue Code) 

4900 Tippecanoe Drive #6 
Evansville, IN 47715 
(812) 473-5250 
www.norfed.org 

Offering their own silver-backed currency ; 
with more than 100 redemption centers 
throughout the United States. 


Imagine that you had a disagreement with your neighbor and wanted 
to work things out. A simple proposition, right? Now suppose that 
your neighbor spoke only Latin or ancient Greek, two languages that 
few people speak anymore. Would that make 
your problem with your neighbor more diffi¬ 
cult to resolve? You bet it would. If you were 
lucky, you might find a professor of ancient 
languages at some university to help you. It’s 
necessary to follow a similar process in the 
computer world. Old programmers who wrote 
programs in Cobal are being pulled out of 
retirement to help fix the problem. Sounds like 
the problem is fixable, right? Guess 
again. There is a limited 
number of these people avail¬ 
able, and they must check 
each program out line by line. 
And bear in mind that we are 
talking about trillions of lines of 
programming. 

Time Is Running Out 

The task is simply too large, 
and time is running out. If you 
think I am an alannist, I suggest 
you call a stockbroker. (Some of 
them, particularly the discount bro¬ 
kers, will talk to you even if you do 
not have an account with them.) If he 
knows his material well, the broker 
will be able to give you the name of 
publicly held companies that special¬ 
ize in services related to the year-2000 
computer problem. Ask him about these 
companies’ revenue growth and how their 
stock prices have fared lately. The compa¬ 
nies doing this type of work have been very 
busy and will continue to be. After all, busi¬ 
nesses cannot operate without computers, 
and for those that exceed a certain size, there 
are government forms and payments that can 
only be made electronically. Thus, the com¬ 
panies that specialize in resolving the year- 
2000 problem are now working on the com¬ 
puter systems of companies that are trying to 
minimize its effect. 

Unfortunately, there are many companies 
that still have their heads in the sand. After 
the year 2000, they will need people who 
specialize in the year 2000 problem to work 
on their computers. By then, however, the 
people who can deal with the problem will 
be overwhelmed by the demand for their ser¬ 
vices. As for the prices such services will 
command when this panic hits, I will leave it 
to the reader’s imagination. 

I truly hope that various government 
agencies and international corporations will 
be able to stop such a crash on the day that 
marks the beginning of the new millenni¬ 
um. If not, we face a number of potential 
problems. The first involves the immediate 
loss of records. At the very least, this would 
prevent ready access to the compromised 
records. The second involves the loss of 
long-term lack of access to the records. The 
third, and possibly the most dangerous, is 
the alteration of records, which could be 
caused by computer hackers. 

Dr. John Mrozek is a writer and physi¬ 
cian in Colorado Springs „ Colo. 
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RHEIN-MAIN AIR BASE, GERMANY — One’s first impres¬ 
sions of the Balkans — after arriving on-station off Kosovo — are 
provided by computers onboard one of the U.S. Air Force J-STARS 
air-to-ground surveillance aircraft. Once over the target area, surre¬ 
alistic photo-like images appear almost simultaneously on the 
screens of the 18 workstations onboard. They show the entire dis¬ 
puted region, called up from the aircraft’s multi-mode radar 
weapons system. 

Suddenly, in the heart of Kosovo, a giant symmetrical natural 
amphitheater comes into view. This entire depression — about 80 
km in diameter — is completely surrounded by mountains. Some of 
the peaks are still partly covered in ice even though it’s already May. 
Just off-center, in the southeast quadrant, is Pristina, its lights blink¬ 
ing in the glimmer of a moonless night. From where we flew, the 
town seemed almost within touching distance. 

The huge natural depression on the ground created a succession 
of irregular images. Scattered about on the screens were dozens of 
tiny blobs of color that depicted enemy assets: purple for vehicles 
and yellow for armor, and there were a lot of both. We could also 
see a ridge of high ground, running north to south, neatly dissecting 
the valley in two. 

You know that business is for real when you’re issued your 
Escape and Evasion kit shortly before the briefing. That and the fact 
that everybody else onboard is getting danger pay. If we were shot 
down, the officer warned, I would, along with the rest of the crew, 
be regarded as a prisoner of war. 

Then came fingerprints. “Just in case,” the Intel officer 
explained: “Might be the only way of identifying your body.” 

Before the requisite mug shots, front and side, 1 was asked to 
write down four “personal authentication statements” — specific 
details about my life with which only 1 was familiar. The rationale 
was that if we went down and, by some miracle, survived, they had 
to be sure that it was not an impostor who was being handed over. 

None of it was reassuring, considering that we would be work¬ 


ing in the vicinity of the Kosovo theater of operations. From the 
time that we reported to base operations to lift-off, it took the crew 
roughly three hours to prepare for the mission. 

The only items they didn’t give me were emergency radio pro¬ 
cedures and the large military tea bag that B-52 bomber crews get: 
It spreads a green dye around you in the event of a crash landing in 
the ocean. That would have been nice, since our routing in and out 
of the Balkans was over the Adriatic. Also, the 20-minute in-flight 
refueling session about halfway through the 14-hour flight was also 
over water. 

A Fundamental Truth 

One of the concepts that originally brought the Joint 
Surveillance Target Attack Radar Systems (J-STARS) project to 
fruition was a fundamental truth about conflict: In any war, move¬ 
ment dictates options. That’s as applicable today as it was with 
Napoleon’s swift attack at Austerlitz. It was equally valid in 
Vietnam and in Operation Desert Storm. Thus, as they say, “victory 
usually goes to one who can maneuver.” 

The difference at the end of the millennium is that J-STARS pro¬ 
vides those involved in Kosovo with the advantage of what one offi¬ 
cer termed “having in hand the living dynamics of the battlefield 
and in real time.” 

In the same way that the E3 Sentry (AWACS) monitors all- 
weather surveillance, command, control and communications in the 
air, J-STARS is land-fixated. Operational procedures allow it to act 
in concert with ground-hugging AH-64 Longbow Apaches by digi¬ 
tally passing along targeting information. Thus, as we sat just off the 
battlefield and looked down through our onboard screens, we could 
see much of what was happening in a lot of Kosovo. Coordinated 
with a good mix of manned and unmanned assets, such operations 
will eventually have the potential for a truly seamless transition 
either in peacekeeping or in the sort of crisis management that the 
Allies now face in the Balkans. 
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Curiously, the Joint-STARS concept has been described by one 
American pundit as almost doing for modem warfare what the 
Internet has done for communications. He explained it this way: 

The real-time display of movement on computer consoles onboard 
is truly revolutionary. It allows commanders in the air and on the 
ground to see well beyond the “other side of the hill.” Given the 
acknowledged dependence of armies on wheels (or tracks) for 
essentials like mobility, heavy firepower, armored protec¬ 
tion, supplies and engineering support, the ability of the 
system to detect, locate and target these vehicles in all 
weather provides a huge advantage that today’s armed 
forces have yet to exploit to the limit. Ultimately, this 
machine will be involved in a totally different approach 
to warfare. It will eventually dictate how armies and air 
forces are deployed in combat and, significantly, even 
how these assets are equipped. 

Onboard our aircraft over the Balkans, two U.S. Army tech¬ 
nicians — including the deputy mission crew commander (DMCC) 
— were at the rear of the plane operating in conjunction with the rest 
of the onboard crew, other aircraft and a variety of ground stations. It 
was their job — together with those technicians manning 16 more 
work stations on the plane (and who make up the bulk of the 23-man 
crew) to provide intelligence and targeting information to the 
Combined Air Operations Center (COAC) in Italy. 

Information requests, such as area searches and Synthetic 
Aperture Radar/Fixed Target Indicators images, are relayed through 
them. More requests for data might come from the Joint Analysis 
Center at Molesworth, in England, one of the primary downlink 


points for Joint-STARS data. There is also a direct link with its air¬ 
borne adjunct, the EC-130 . n ... 

In orbit 

Once “in orbit” adjacent to Kosovo, our aircraft flew tight fig¬ 
ure-eight circuits of classified length. As it was explained, if any¬ 
thing on the ground moves, the aircraft can detect, locate and sup¬ 
port attacks against it. Because visibility is not a factor 
(nor is cloud cover), such operations can go on for a 
day or more at a stretch, though most missions last only 
half that duration. 

In theory, long hours aloft should have been boring 
as hell. In truth, it was anything but. There was always 
something happening. On one of the earlier flights, the 
plane hadn’t been on station an hour when the alarm 
sounded and the plane was thrown into an almost verti¬ 
cal dive. That left some crew who hadn’t been strapped in 
clinging to the roof of the aircraft. 

“This Ain’t No Game” 

Unquestionably, there is a threat of enemy counter-action. The 
pilots make no secret of the fact that if they were suddenly to 
receive word of possible hostile fighter action, they would waste 
no time heading in the opposite direction. Consequently, each J- 
STARS has its own combat air patrol (CAP) — though numbers 
and types of fighter escorts are secret. Nor do crews fudge about 
the necessity for protection in a region where a MiG-21 could 
probably be within missile range within a couple of minutes of 
take-off. 
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As one of them told me, “No CAP, and we’re out of here. If that 
happens, we go off-station and hang about until those assets are in 
place. And if they still don’t appear, we go on home!” He added, 
“This ain’t no game, it’s a real fucking war!” 

Then there is the possibility of the Yugoslavs using ground-to-air 
missiles. From what I saw on the consoles — and I sat in front of a 
variety of screens for some hours and had the entire gambit given to 
me in great detail — Kosovo is “thick on the ground with mobile 
SAM-6 batteries,” as one crewman asserted. Asked why these hadn’t 
been brought closer to the border areas (since the Serbians seem to be 
moving everything else around), there was no answer. Personally, I 
was more fearful of longer-range SAM-3s, which are also in the 
Serbian arsenal. Some SAM-3s have been deployed in the south. 

Certainly, these issues have been raised often enough. Missile 
(and Triple A) threat, I was told, while not taken lightly, are invari¬ 
ably balanced against intelligence reports from ground observers 
and the fact that the orbit is always beyond maximum target range 
of the latest ground-to-air missiles that Belgrade acquired over the 
years from Moscow. Like everybody else, I was curious to know 
why Yugoslavia had never used its much-vaunted missile defensive 
system. Or could it possibly be that they are keeping them for later? 

It was notable that during our flight we could see a lot of activi¬ 
ty on the ground in two specific sectors of Kosovo. There were indi¬ 
cations on the screens that the Serbs were very active in two areas 
adjoining the neighboring states of Albania and Macedonia: in the 
extreme south of Kosovo and in the southwest. Both regions had 
seen a lot of refugees in months past. On the face of it, consequent¬ 
ly, there was every indication that the Yugoslav Army was preparing 


(above) The 26-foot-long radar canoe, hanging below the fuselage, can 
be clearly seen on this converted Boeing 707 commercial jet. (inset) The 
sun rises with a J-STAR on station, monitoring developments on the 
ground in Kosovo. 


for a ground invasion. In some places, close to the frontier, roads 
were cluttered with trucks and the distinctive yellow blobs of armor. 

During the course of SOF’s visit, the U.S. Air Force lifted some of 
the security restrictions surrounding the ability of its long-range, air- 
to-ground surveillance system to locate, classify and track, virtually 
in any weather, on-line and in near real-time, a variety of enemy 
ground targets. Although the concept is old hat (a prototype, J-STARS 
test-bed was used to track, locate and target Iraqi divisions in the Gulf 
War—especially during the Battle of A1 Khafj — and there were also 
the ARL and Mohawk systems that came before), very little about this 
long-range detection weapon has appeared in print. 

By 20 Februrary this year, two of the USAF’s four Joint-STARS 
(together with 200 personnel, out of a total of 1,000) had been 
deployed to Rhein-Main Air Base in Frankfurt, Germany. Requi¬ 
sitioned by General Welsey Clark, both planes — parked well away 
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from the others and protected by squads of armed guards — are part 
of the 12th Expeditionary Airborne Command and Control 
Squadron, assigned to the recently established 60th Air 
Expeditionary Wing. This combat assignment came as a third J- 
STARS was sent to Kadena, in Okinawa, Japan, to watch develop¬ 
ments in North Korea. 

The concept of the J-STARS system is basic. Operating from the 
safety of friendly airspace, the aircraft is able to peer almost 250 km 
across borders and do stand-off analyses of enemy ground assets. 
Each aircraft carries a phased-array, mechanically operated radar 
antenna housed in an elongated 8-meter pod under the forward fuse¬ 
lage area which provides the necessary data for pinpoint strikes by 
aircraft, missiles or artillery for fire support. There was no missing 
it. You walked past it when you boarded — and it obviously weighed 
some tons, because I could feel it thudding through the airframe 
when it shifted on its axis. But little else about it was disclosed. 

I was told that J-STARS ground-tracking radar — in a single 



eight-hour sortie — can search an estimated 600,000 square 
kilometers of terrain, though the officer warned that the aircraft 
had zero identification abilities. Other intelligence-gathering 
systems such as UAVs or possibly a Humint (human intelli¬ 
gence) source might be tasked to clarify the nature or threat sta¬ 
tus of a specific sighting. 

Attack Planning 

Because it’s an integral part of the U.S. Air Force’s Air Combat 
Command (ACC), most details regarding operational and acquisi¬ 
tion procedures onboard J-STARS aircraft remain classified. What 
did quickly become apparent was that just about everything pivots 
around the aircraft’s Wide Area Surveillance and Moving Target 
Indicator (WAS/MTI) which are the aircraft’s fundamental operat¬ 
ing modes. By focusing on smaller areas (it can narrow down to 2.6 
sq km), the radar image can be enhanced for increased resolution 
display. This is then used to define moving targets and provide com¬ 
bat units with accurate information for attack planning. 

Covering a 150-km-square block, the images brought up on 
the aircraft’s monitors can be split into eight grid areas which are 
electronically scanned in azimuth with a rapid revisit rate of sec¬ 
onds. Potential targets are always subjected to intensive repeti¬ 
tive sector searches. Basically, movement detection involves a 
Doppler shift system coupled to phased array radar. For exam¬ 
ple, the system is sensitive enough to differentiate (but not 
specifically identify) between wheeled and tracked vehicles, 
picking up one reading which is bounced off a moving tank or 
APC and another off its tracks. That combination creates the yel¬ 
low blob on the screen. 

What happens is that the MTI displays moving vehicles or 
armor as dots — or moving imagery SAR as still photos. Also, MTI 
can be displayed on a variety of backgrounds, from SARs to mili¬ 
tary maps to slope-shaded maps. Rudimentary analysis is provided 
by the plane’s Synthetic Aperture Radar/Fixed Target Indicator 
(SAR/FTI), which gives area images almost comparable to the neg¬ 
ative of a photo, complete with shadows off the surrounding moun¬ 
tains. In some areas the effect almost looks similar to 3-D. 


By pushing out energy bursts in a succession of small grids 
(which, in turn, send back images), the system is able to clearly 
identify strategic features. These can include runways, buildings, 
aircraft on the ground or even a railway track. This, in the jargon, is 
what is called reflective energy and only now are some field com¬ 
manders beginning to understand that full exploitation of these sys¬ 
tems will require changing how armies and air forces are deployed 
and even how they are equipped. 

Another revolutionary development — and one more pointed 
to the future — is that each set of images can be automatically 
stored in electronic target folders and immediately downloaded 
into the aircraft’s database. Ground activity on a particular day 
might be called up on the aircraft’s computers an hour, a month 
or even a year later to examine before-and-after anomalies. 
Thus, the system will immediately indicate whether there have 
been any new troop arrivals, or, possibly, fresh construction sites 
in the area of operations (AO). In some other quadrant, it might 



(left) Because the flight lasted 14 hours, an in-flight refueling station was 
essential with a KC-135 refueler. During time J-STAR is aloft 5 it has its own 
fighter protection (right) to protect against hostile elements. Here a British 
Jaguar refuels in air during a mission. 


pinpoint surreptitious repairs being made to a bridge that had 
earlier been bombed. In effect, SAR data maps contain the pre¬ 
cise locations of critical non-moving targets such as bridges, 
secreted motor pools, harbors, factories, airports, buildings or 
camouflaged vehicles and armor. 

Tod Complex? 

Obviously anything new-fangled has its detractors. There are 
those who reckon that the system is too complex for the job, though 
this would be ignoring the basics of a remarkable system that 10 
years ago was regarded as impossible. One authority, Lieutenant 
Colonel Collin Agee, deputy commander of the 525th Military 
Intelligence Brigade (Airborne), did ask in an article published in 
Jane's 1DR Extra (May 1997), whether in J-STARS there was “Too 
Much Data, Too Little Intelligence,” as his piece was headlined. 

Clearly, the system is not foolproof. From my own observations, 
it sometimes appeared to be cumbersome. What has become pro¬ 
gressively top-heavy in the Balkans (following a number of blun¬ 
ders that left innocents dead) is that instructions for any attack are 
very carefully assessed. Any attack needs to be filtered through 
half-a-dozen or more commands, having first been cleared from 
above — a time-consuming process. Also, targets must be agreed 
upon by all 19 NATO member states, which means that this is the 
first war being fought by committee. To many of those involved, it 
is quite simply an intolerable situation. 

The sighting, for instance, of a tank or an enemy convoy on the 
ground, followed by a command to a fighter wing nearby to strike, 
might involve a 10-minute time lapse. It often takes longer. 
Mistakes have resulted in demands for independent verification, 
sometimes from several different sources and that takes more time. 
And, as so often happens, the target, by then, might have disap¬ 
peared into a mountain hideaway. 
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During our own flight, the aircraft also seemed hampered by 
technology problems, which perhaps is not unexpected on an elec¬ 
tronic platform with so much potential for glitches. Operational J- 
STARS missions have two electronics technicians onboard, but 
even then things happen. In an earlier flight, one of the workstations 
had to be shut down because of smoke fumes detected by a crew 
member. Another report spoke of aircraft being operated with poor 
satellite communications antennas and a faulty vapor-cycle cooling 
system, which made for a cold working environment. 

Also, just keeping the aircraft in the air needs about 60 ground 
maintenance personnel and they swarmed all over us once we 
returned to Frankfurt, even though it was 0300. Ground crews have 
done well. In the first month of Kosovo operations, the unit missed 
only one flight. That was remarkable because both planes were 
operational every day. 

In the Balkans war it is now accepted that it needs three such 
aircraft to provide around-the-clock coverage. Already, during my 


own visit, a third J-STARS crew arrived in 
Frankfurt from Okinawa. They were exhausted, 
having come from the other side of the world, 
and were then still sent up after only their sec¬ 
ond day in Germany. 

The role of the J-STARS unit in southern Europe, SOF was told, 
was threefold. In the Balkans war, J-STARS provides indications 
and warnings of friendly and enemy movement on the ground. Its 
surveillance system allows for intelligence assessment and, as a 
consequence, intensive preparation for future battlefield activities. 

The system is uninhibited by cloud cover. A well-defined and 
powerful line-of-site communications system, once on-station (and 
in conjunction with E-3 Sentry AWACS elements) becomes a factor 
in the further deployment of other airborne elements of the Theater 
Air Control Systems (AETACS). These can include assets such as 
the Air Force RC-135V/W River Joint (Siginl), an occasional U-2, 
the Navy’s EP3, the Royal Navy’s Nimrod electronic intelligence 
gathering aircraft, France’s RC12 surveillance system). Airborne 
Forward Air Control (ABFAC) as well as ABCCC along with 
ground TACS units. 

Rugged Terrain 

Operating in a region as rugged and mountainous as the Balkans 
presents its own peculiar set of problems. Since the system is line- 
of-sight, the high, broken Balkan terrain tends to influence surveil¬ 


lance coverage through screening and disrupting communications. 
In fact, shadows caused by the mountainous terrain can be clearly 
seen on the SARs. Obviously, this affects radar images as much as 
it does contact with clandestine special forces units on the ground. 
Also, the “shadow” effect tends to assist the adversary in conceal¬ 
ing assets. The SAR and FTI capability used in conjunction with 
MTI and MTI-history displays, allows a limited post-attack assess¬ 
ment to be made by operators following a strike on hostile targets. 

Significantly, major advanced technological elements of the pro¬ 
gram include software-intensive radar with several operating 
modes; the unique antenna with three receive ports; four high-speed 
processors capable of performing more than 600 million operations 
per second as well as associated software. 

J-STARS reduce to a minimum the need for visual armed recon¬ 
naissance sorties to locate targets; it will probably never dispense 
with them altogether. The system works like this: While monitoring 
a number of frequencies simultaneously, J-STARS — in conjunc¬ 
tion with CAOC, South Europe — spots a convoy of vehicles mov¬ 
ing somewhere within Kosovo. First the specific area is electroni¬ 
cally isolated. It is analyzed and then assessed by ground staff at 
CAOC as well as by J-STARS personnel. 

Finally the potential target is referenced to previous electronic 
imagery in the onboard database and graded according to priority. If 
the subject is confirmed hostile by other theater assets, ABCCC 
might then order in a strike wing. Listening on the intercom there 
was comment from time to time about the volume of triple-A fire 
coming up from below. 

Prior to leaving Frankfurt, pre-flight briefings include details of 
anything up to 20 priority targets. All had been pre-Iocated possibly 
by a combination of UAVs, humint or the activity of infiltrated 
agents. Once in orbit, I was shown the target list. 

All designations (which had been numbered according to the 
level of priority) were printed on a single sheet of paper. These 

were our first objectives. On 
each mission the Mission 
Crew Commander (MCC) 
would start at the top and 
work his way down the list 
pinpointing specific sites for 
strikes. His job was to coordi¬ 
nate all the airborne assets to 
achieve success. 

As in any war, options and 
priorities can change. Now and 
again other targets — they had 
possibly come in only hours 
before — were also selected. 
All of it, together, made for a 
remarkably interesting sortie. 
Even after 14 hours I could 
have gone on, but by then all 

of us were dehydrated. 

The choice of using ’bOs-vintage Boeing 707s as vehicles for the 
E-8C J-STARS program is unusual. Several factors prevailed, includ¬ 
ing budget constraints. Another was safety. The 707-passenger jet still 
has the world’s best commercial record. One of the officers involved 
disclosed that once the decision to proceed had been made, they 
scoured the world for them. 

Size Dobs Matter 

Size, obviously, was a consideration. The 707 does have the 
advantage of allowing more operator work stations that are essential 
for onboard battle management. AWACS having fewer consoles are 
not as efficient, simply because more work stations influence the span 
of intelligence as well as the span of control. Both, in the words of a 
spokesman for the manufacturers of the system, “are key factors in J- 
STARS’ ability to target large numbers of dynamic (moving) targets.” 

The contract to deliver — at a cost of $225m per machine — was 
awarded to the Northrop Grumman Corporation. So far, four of these 
systems, which have an 11-hour range (22-hour flight with in-flight 

Continued on page 70 


(above) Monitoring ground movements in Kosovo at 
one of the onboard J-STAR computer work stations, 
(right) Enemy armor assets are depicted on the J- 
STAR screen as yellow dots. Vehicles are shown as 
purple dots. 
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This years Soldier Qi Fortune 
Convention wHI olfer simulated 
crashes in water (above) thal 
will seem ail-too-reai tor those 
who participate. 'The cage Es 
shaking and bubbles are every¬ 
where and my eyes are buying 
and I can ? l recognize anything/ 1 
recalls one former participant, 
(led) Unlike a reel jmm crash, 
you'll likely be rescued 11 your 
survival training doesn'r help 
during a simulated crash. Be 
assured however, your mind 
and body will instinctively react 
to this situation as though it . 
were real. 
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a true soldier of fortune should be able to survive 
almost anything, including a helicopter, car or plane 
crash into water. And since you’ll never know until 
you try it, the Soldier Of Fortune Convention is offering you 
just such an opportunity. 

At this year’s convention. Soldier Of Fortune will drop 
100 free-falling Apache Helicopters from 3,000 feet into 
Lake Mead, so participants can test their skills at surviving 
impact and escaping from deep waters — NOT! 

But we will do the next best thing, with ride-along simu¬ 
lations of aircraft and cars crashing into water, which might 
just save your life someday. LTR Training Systems, Inc., of 
Anchorage, will be offering its “crash” course called 
Underwater Air Escape, in which participants board simula¬ 
tors to be slammed at high speed into a swimming pool. 
During the 6-to-8-hour course, students receive academic 
preparation training and then spend 2-to-3 hours in a swim¬ 
ming pool learning to escape through doors, hatches and 
how to push out windows and doors that are under extreme 
water pressure. The program costs $145 for SOF conven¬ 
tioneers, and $250 for the general public. 

“The Aircraft Water Escape program is designed to pre¬ 
pare individuals for an over water emergency while traveling 
to and from offshore oil facilities,” states LTR’s curriculum 
overview for the cotirse. “Emphasis is placed on techniques 
for escaping both stable and submerged airframes. Students 
leam and actively perform skills in a pool environment, 
guided by instructors, using two different portable airframe 
escape trainers as well as life rafts, lifejackets and equipment 
found in aviation emergencies ” 

At the convention, LTR will also offer its course “Facing 
Life & Death in Emergencies.” This will be a dynamic pre- 
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(above) A plane crash involves the shortest survival situation pos¬ 
sible: one breath, which must be taken just before smashing into 
water. Under water, three basic rules apply: 1. Don’t panic; 2. Don’t 
panic; and 3. Don’t panic. “This is not a touchy-feely, get-in-touch- 
with-yourself course, it’s not a big-cojones war game. This is as 
close as you hope you’ll ever get to an airplane crash. It is adven¬ 
turous. More than river rafting, rock climbing or any other packaged 
adventure you can buy.” - Adventure Travel writer Mark Jenkins. 


Humans can die after three 
minutes without air, three 
hours without clothes at 32 
degrees Fahrenheit, three 
days without water, three 
weeks without food and 
three months without 
hope. At the SOF conven¬ 
tion this year, LTR Training 
Systems, Inc., hopes to 
improve those odds for 
anyone tough enough for 
their training. 
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sentation on the many faces of fear and panic in emergency 
decision-making, regarding everything from deadly combat 
scenarios to being stuck on top of Mount Everest, to being 
trapped under frigid water in Antarctica. 

Mark Jenkins, a writer for Adventure Travel magazine, 
went through a five-day course with LTR and learned how 
to survive anything, including: earthquakes, car wrecks, 
industrial accidents, shipwrecks, arctic exposure, terrorist 
attacks and hijackings. First, he learned three basic rules: 
Rule no. 1. Don’t panic; rule no. 2. Don’t panic; and rule no. 
3. Don’t panic. 

Before his simulated aircraft crash, Jenkins was told he 
would have the shortest survival situation possible: “one 
breath.” 

“I unconsciously take a breath just before smashing into 
the water,” Jenkins wrote. “Then I’m sinking, strapped in, 
turning upside down, water gushing up my nose and into my 
throat, but 1 can’t cough, can’t spit, can’t open my mouth, so 
I start to panic, but 1 can’t panic. I tell my brain, "Don’t 
panic!’ but it already is, so I just hope my body ignores the 
signal. 

“Sinking. No fight, no flight. The cage is shaking and 
bubbles are everywhere and my eyes are bulging and I can’t 
recognize anything. Everything is wrong and 1 have to 
breathe, 1 have to breathe, and then the cage stops shaking. 
I’m shouting inside my head, trying to make myself heard 
above the pounding of my blood: "Count to five! One,’ but 
my mind is screaming ‘Get out! Get out! ... two,’ kick, 
punch, fight, anything, just move, move!” but I don’t. I stay 
on the bottom of the pool strapped upside down, water run¬ 
ning up my nose, choking, mute ... ‘three,’ but wait, it’s 
working. I’m calming down, focusing ... ‘four... five.’ ” 
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“In Colombia, the violence, destruction and death of ‘Bloody 
August 1998’ has come and gone. This offensive was a ‘welcome 
aboard’ to Colombia’s new president, Andres Pastrana, who now 
hopes negotiations will stop the violence. Looking back, it has been 
nearly a year since the massive narcoguerrilla offensive that struck 
in each of the 32 provinces of Colombia, but there is more where 
that came from!” says drug and counterguerrilla warfare expert, 
Major Andy Messing, U.S. Army Special Forces (Ret.). “Colombia 
is at war ... and it’s not going away, no matter how much is given 
away to the narcoguerrillas at the negotiating table. These nar¬ 
coguerrillas are stronger than anyone in the U.S. government ever 
realized. With all the attention paid to the Balkans, I think the 


Clinton administration has been asleep at the switch in our own 
backyard. This conflict is spreading to Panama, Venezuela, Peru and 
Ecuador and the drugs from Colombia end up in our neighbor¬ 
hoods,” he continues. Major Messing, the executive director of the 
National Defense Council Foundation of Washington, D.C. has 
gone to the front lines in Colombia to assess the situation first hand. 
A veteran of Vietnam, El Salvador, Grenada, the Gulf War and 
Somalia, his critical reports and findings have attracted the interest 
of the U.S. Congress. 

“In May and June of this year, the narcoguerrillas have flexed 
their muscles again by conducting over two dozen attacks, 
killing over 100 policemen and soldiers ... and its only going to 
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get worse,” states Messing. 

The current peace negotiations between the Pastrana govern¬ 
ment and the 18,000-strong narcoguerrilla Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (known by its Spanish initials: FARC) have not 
stopped the violence. To placate the FARC President Pastrana has 
granted them a DMZ the size of Indiana. 

The FARC is the largest of two major rebel organizations oper¬ 
ating in Colombia today. The Army of National Liberation (ELN) is 
the second largest narcoguerrilla force, numbering well over 6,000 
fighters. “Both are communist inspired and narco-funded and our 
State Department has ignored that they’ve kidnapped nearly 30 U.S. 
citizens, brutally murdering seven in the past four years! This is 
worse than Beirut in the mid-eighties,.” declares Colonel Robert W. 
Johnson II, USMC (Ret.) a world known authority on counterter¬ 
rorism and low intensity conflict. 

Our Drug War 

“The narcoguerrillas in Colombia are now attacking in force, 
and they obviously have the forces to do it. They are assaulting the 
general order and the rule of law in Colombia and the effects on the 
economy are obvious,” says Jack Sweeney, a Latin-American poli¬ 
cy analyst at the Heritage Foundation. 

Because of this, the narcoguerrillas are producing more drugs to 
fund their 40-year old war. “As a direct result, in our country, the drug 
trade is growing ... just ask the agents of the Drug Enforcement 
Administration [DEA] stationed in Bogota or on our own cities’ 
streets. This is our drug war too!” Messing asserts. According to the 
DEA, Colombia is the source of over 85% of the cocaine and 75% of 
the heroin captured in the United States today. “The narcoguerrillas 
increasingly grow, process and move drugs, while the Colombian 
security forces are tied up with this growing violence throughout their 
country,” continues Sweeney, a former Marine with a background in 
counterinsurgency and international political policy. 

The growing violence, by both the narcoguerrillas and paramil¬ 
itaries have nearly paralyzed the year-old government of President 
Pastrana. In May, his justice minister and defense minister abruptly 



resigned in the space of just two weeks. The resignations of 20 
Colombian army generals followed. This happened after Pastrana 
announced that he gave FARC a DMZ indefinitely. “The FARC has 
a free ride. Pastrana’s security forces are demoralized and clearly on 
the defensive. Colombia’s future appears to be dark ... and very 
deadly,” adds Major Messing. Most DEA experts share this gloomy 
assessment of Colombia’s future. 

Looking Back 

From 1995 to 1998, Colombia had been decertified by the 
Clinton administration’s State Department for allegedly not fight¬ 
ing the drug trade. “But for alledgedly not fighting the drug trade, 
they have paid a horrendous cost in flesh and blood, contends 
colonel Johnson. “Colombia, as a country, was decertified because 
of the drug-corruption in the presidency of Ernesto Samper.” Those 
three years of decertification have helped to bring on this current 



(far left) A completely destroyed Colombian National Police station. FARC 
narcoguerrillas struck with such force and surprise in August 1998 that 
the government was in shock for months. Nearly 300 soldiers and police¬ 
men were killed, over 200 taken hostage in just a five-day period. 

(top) Gen. Serrano and Col. Gallego, in the field on another Direct Action 
operation. “Leading from the front is Serrano’s trademark ... that’s why 
his men follow him,” says Major Messing. 

(above) Fingerprinting corpses is the only way to identify the bodies of 
Colombian National Policemen killed in the August 1998 offensive. Once 
wounded and out of ammunition, they surrendered, but were doused 
with gasoline and burned alive by FARC guerrillas. 

(left) Dennis Hasters, Speaker of the U.S. House, visits a forward oper¬ 
ating base of the Colombian National Police, where he congratulates an 
antinarcotics policeman. 


chaos, observes Messing. 

Samper had taken over 6 million dollars in drug money from the 
Cali cartel in order to win the 1994 presidential election. Colombia 
suffered terribly without U.S. assistance, and by all accounts, today’s 
situation appears to be a direct result. 

The costs in this growing conflict are going up each year. 
According to senior diplomat Juan Orduz of the Colombian Embassy 
in Washington, D.C., “In 1998, nearly 30,000 Colombians were 
killed in Colombia’s narcoguerrilla war.” Included in that number are 
nearly 800 soldiers and policemen in just the past year. “President 
Pastrana is grabbing at straws to stop the violence. The peace process 
is very short sighted from the governments side, but the guerrillas are 
in the drug business for the long haul. They have no incentive to give 
up their money-making enterprise,” declares Messing. 

Continued on page 74 
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Viet Cong M1911A1 7.62x25mm 


W ars are won or lost because of logistics. Logistics is the pro¬ 
curement, distribution, maintenance and replacement of 
material and personnel during a required time frame. 
Within the area of military small arms it includes matching ammu¬ 
nition and weapons. Dropping crates of 
7.62x51mm NATO ball ammo into a hot LZ 
with defenders armed only with MI6s is clearly 
an example of screwed-up logistics 

Poorly equipped insurgents must often 
depend to a considerable extent on captured 
weapons. Providing ammunition in the proper 
caliber for these arms can present a major prob¬ 
lem in logistics as they are usually captured 
without a significant amount of ammo. 

Sometimes, the only way in which weapons can 
be utilized is to convert them to calibers for 
which plentiful supplies of ammunition exist, no 
matter how laborious the conversion may be. 

During the war in Indochina, the Viet-Minh 
frequently converted captured French MAT49 
submachine guns from 9mm Parabellum to the 
ComBloc 7.62x25mm cartridge with which they 
were supplied in substantial quantity by both the 
Soviet Union and the People’s Republic of China. 

Converting relatively low power pistol caliber 
submachine guns and pistols to another cartridge 
can be accomplished in crude, poorly equipped field workshops. 

An interesting example of this type of modification is a .45 ACP 
M1911A1 pistol I have that was converted to caliber 7.62x25mm. 
When, or by whom, this was done we will never know for certain. It 
could have been the work of the Chinese during or after the Korean 
War or the Viet Cong during the Vietnam War. I suspect the latter as 
many of its features resemble those specimens known to have come 
from VC jungle workshops. While the workmanship is crude almost 
beyond belief, the conversion itself reflects an elaborate effort. 

The 7.62x25mm and .45 ACP cartridges are quite different in 
geometry and performance. Undoubtedly a derivative of the 
7.63x25mm (.30 Mauser) round, for which the C96 Mauser 
Broomhandle pistol (popular with the Bolsheviks) was chambered, 
the rimless, bottle-necked 7.62x25mm cartridge was adopted in 
1930 for the Tokarev TT-30 and then TT-33 pistols. It’s a high veloc¬ 
ity round, coming out of the muzzle at 1,492 fps, and flat shooting, 
but its 85- to 90-grain FMJ projectile will over-penetrate, doing lit¬ 
tle damage unless it strikes a vital organ. Overall length of the loaded 


Conversion 


Probable Viet Cong jungle workshop conversion of M1911A1 pistol to 
caliber 7.62x25mm. Shown with VC hand grenade. 

round is 1.365 to 1.370 inches. The case length varies from 0.962 to 
0.976 inches. The rim diameter is about 0.390 inches. 

The performance of the .45 ACP ball round is well-known. 
Leaving the Government Model’s muzzle at 855 fps, the 230-grain 
FMJ bullet will yaw about 5 or 6 degrees in either direction as it 
passes through human tissue with a total penetration of about 26 
inches. Overall length of the loaded round is 1.260 to 1.265 inches. 
The case length varies from 0.894 to 0.903 inches. The rim diame¬ 
ter is about 0.470 inches. 

The dimensional differences between these two cartridges is 
considerable and thus a conversion from .45 ACP to 7.62x25mm 
presents a significant challenge. However, throughout the 
Indochina wars, the Vietnamese demonstrated many times over an 
ingenuity that we never failed to underestimate. The conversion of 
this Remington Rand Inc. M1911A1 pistol (manufactured either 



66 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ SEPTEMBER 1999 
















toward the end of 1944 or at the beginning of 1945) to 7.62x25mm 
exhibits so much intensive labor that it almost appears to be par¬ 
tially an act of defiance. 

Nothing whatever came easy in this fascinating conversion. Both 
the front and rear of the frame’s magazine well were substantially 
relieved by milling and grinding to accept a highly modified maga¬ 
zine. Welding material was crudely added to the inside surface of the 
frame’s fixed ejector so that it would properly engage the smaller 
case diameter of the 7.62x25mm round. The sear spring was reduced 
in size at the bottom and re-shaped to accommodate the enlaigement 
of the frame’s magazine well. The U.S. Army Ordnance “crossed 
camion” emblem and Ordnance Inspector’s initials (F.J.A. for 
Lieutenant Colonel Frank J. Atwood), roll-marked on the right and 
left sides of the frame, respectively, were obliterated by grinding. 
Subsequent to this, the frame was polished to remove some of the 
more severe pitting and then salt blued directly over the original 
parkerized (phosphate) finish. The original issue plastic grip panels 
were replaced by crudely formed and cross-checkered wood panels 
that are very typical of Viet Cong field workshop endeavors. 

After its numerous alterations, the slide was provided with the 
same finish. However, prior to this the breech face was altered by 
grinding and then brass brazing a small steel insert onto its surface. 
The slot in the breech face for the ejector was also enlarged to 
accept the weld-modified ejector. The slide’s ejection port was 
enlarged at the front end to provide clearance for the longer 
7.62x25mm case. The extractor was reshaped and reannealed. The 
slide stop’s axis pin exhibits evidence of having been welded back 
onto the lever. Cosmetically, the machine checkered front end of the 


recoil spring plug was re-surfaced and very crudely recheckered by 
hand with a file. 

Both the bore and chamber of the High Standard Ml911A1 barrel 
were sleeved separately to caliber 7.62x25mm. The sleeves were both 
pinned and welded in place. The barrel’s chamber end was brought 
back to the correct dimensions by grinding, filing and lathe work. 

The conversion of the magazine was especially laborious. The 
magazine body itself was reshaped on a mandrel to accept the 
longer round and the resulting gap up the right side at the rear filled 
with copper alloy brazing. The magazine’s integral bottom was 
removed during this alteration. The brazed surface was then ground 
and filed smooth. The magazine follower was made from a piece of 
galvanized scrap sheet metal. The floorplate is that of a Tokarev pis¬ 
tol, highly modified. There is sheet metal keeper between the floor- 
plate and the follower spring. 

Throughout, the pistol exhibits hard service and minimum main¬ 
tenance. The left side of the slide is heavily pitted. All screws, with¬ 
out exception, have mutilated slots. The front and rear sights are 
badly dented as though the pistol was used as a hammer or club. 

The final result would be disgusting to a user, but magnificent to 
a collector of Vietnam War militaria. Beauty is truly in the eye of the 
beholder. Does it work? The one I own is quite reliable, but several 
others I have examined and fired suffered from continual feed stop¬ 
pages due to rounds stubbed on the feed ramp. I suspect that the 
altered magazines’ lips were reshaped with incorrect feed angles. 
But still, jungle workshop conversions like this are fascinating, and 
now uncommon, relics from the wars in Southeast Asia. 

— Peter G. Kokalis 
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spec plus Uuartermaster 


T he new SP17 Quartermaster, part of Ontario Knife Company’s 
Spec Plus line, might in an earlier time have been named the 
“Forager,” as it is a military knife that is eminently suited for 
dressing game and other field tasks. 

With a deep 6” drop-point blade of 3/16" carbon steel, the radius 
at the point is gradual enough to be a good skinner/dresser, and the 
depth and thickness make it a good chopper for its length, as well. 

The blade is coated with powder epoxy, which provides corro¬ 
sion resistance and as a bonus makes the knife easy to clean and 
hard to see. An associated phenomenon is that blades so coated are 
quieter on the draw and when doing chopping work, or (“You’ll 
sleep with that tonight, soldier”) dropped on a hard surface. 

The leather washers in the grip of older GI knives have 
been up-graded with a handle overmolded of black Kraton. 

The angular shape with a pronounced belly, the circumferen¬ 
tial grooves, and the texture give a solid and comfortable 
grip, which is important in an instrument meant for long peri¬ 
ods of work, as opposed to five-minute sessions of desperate 
combat. Full-tang design ensures the handle will not loosen 
nor break. Molded into the handle is a cross-guard, ample to 
keep one’s hand off the blade. A brass-lined lanyard hole is 
cast into the butt — handy for working over or under water. 

Since the monicker “Quartermaster” implies use as a 
multi-purpose tool around the S-4 shop, we gave it a good 
workout on what we thought would be “quartermaster” 
duties: cutting bands on packing crates then pounding it 
under the lid and prying the lid off, cutting through fiber- 
board C-rat cartons, opening #10 cans — the usual creative 
abuse to which a snuffie is likely to put such a knife. We 
give it high marks, as it came through with no damage and 


kept a good edge. The epoxy coating held up well even cutting the 
top out of tin cans. We cleaned it with solvent to remove automo¬ 
tive grease and then ran it through the dish washer. The manufac¬ 
turer may or may not recommend such treatment but it held up fine. 

Like all Ontario products we have tested, this is a very good 
knife — and as with everything in the Spec Plus line, a very good 
value for the money. Well-suited for all-around field use, the 
Quartermaster comes with a black Cordura-and-leather sheath. 

For the Ontario dealer nearest you, contact: Ontario Knife 
Company, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 500, 26 Empire St., Franklinville, 
NY 14737; phone: 800-222-5233; fax: 716-676-5535. 

— Don McLean 
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Holographic Diffraction Sight 

For Law Enforcement and Military 


W eapon sights using an illuminated reticle pattern, often a 
red dot, and mounted on the Colt M16/AR-15 series now 
prevail in both law enforcement and military circles. The 
U.S. Army purchased 80,000 Aimpoint Comp M electronic reflex 
sights in 1997 for their M16A2 M4 assault rifles. There is, in my 
opinion, a better alternative. 

EOTech, Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 134010, Ann Arbor, MI 
48113; phone: 734-994-1200, ext. 3661; fax: 734-741-8868; 
Email: vdonohue@hotmail.com) developed and now markets 
exclusively to law enforcement and military personnel and agen¬ 
cies, the amazing Holographic Diffraction Sight (HDS). The HDS 
features advanced tech¬ 
nology previously 

encountered only on the 
heads-up displays of 
weapon targeting systems 
found in the cockpits of 
modem fighter aircraft. 

Holography is the tech¬ 
nique of producing visual 
images by means of wave- 
front reconstruction, espe¬ 
cially by using lasers to 
record on a photographic 
plate or screen from which 
a three-dimensional image 
can be projected. A holo¬ 
gram, or holograph, is the 
pattern or image generated 
in this way. EOTech’s rev¬ 
olutionary HDS uses a 
hologram of a reticle pattern recorded on a heads-up display window. 
When illuminated by laser (an acronym which stands for “Light 
Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation”) light, the holo¬ 
graphic image becomes visible at the target plane, where it remains in 
focus with the target and provides instant target acquisition. 

EOTech, Inc., which was founded in the summer of 1995, is a sub¬ 
division of the Environmental Research Institute of Michigan 
(ERIM). ERIM, a non-profit R&D organization, is now 50 years old. 
For the first 25 years of its existence it was part of the University of 
Michigan. With 425 scientists on its staff and a support staff of 200- 
300, ERIM conducts core research and development for the U.S. 
Department of Defense, NASA, and the intelligence community 
(NSA and CIA). ERIM concentrates on image processing and sensor 
technology, and more recently, battle surveillance equipment. 

ERIM is a think tank which develops and conducts feasibility 
studies, but does not manufacture equipment. Ninety percent of 
their work is classified. Holography was invented at ERIM in 1962 
by Dr. Emmett Leith. The original Holographic Diffraction Sight 
was developed under contract with Wright Patterson Air Force base 
(the Air Force’s R&D center) for deployment on helicopter gun 
ships in Vietnam and for anti-aircraft weaponry. At that time the unit 
cost approximately $800 and had a 4x5-inch window, which made 
it unfeasible for small arms applications. 

This holographic technology was shelved and then revived in 
1994. An agreement was reached in 1996 with Bushnell for the 
commercial market. In 1998, EOTech introduced the archery equiv¬ 
alent of the HDS and they have recently entered the law enforce¬ 
ment and military arena. They have strong alliances with DefTech, 
Sage International, Bushmaster, Armalite, Heckler & Koch and 
General Dynamics (where it has been mounted on the GAU19 five- 


barrel, .50 caliber Gatling gun). GG&G (Dept. SOF, 3602 East 
42nd Stravenue, Tucson, AZ 85713; phone: 520-748-7167; fax: 
520-748-7583; Email: gggaz@aol.com), which makes rear sights 
for the M16A2E4 and M4 flat top receivers that cowitness with the 
HDS, is an EOTech distributor. 

Manufactured entirely in the Unites States, the EOTech HDS is 
a transmission-type hologram and thus projects what appears to be 
an illuminated reticle pattern directly on the target. Yet no forward 
light is actually projected. To me, the HDS’s most important salient 
feature is the operator’s ability to acquire the target without regard 
to a cheek weld or consistent alignment of the shooter’s eye, the 

sight’s reticle pattern and 
the target. No matter how 
you move your head and 
eye about, the reticle pat¬ 
tern will always remain in 
exactly the same place on 
the target. This is an 
incredibly important phe¬ 
nomenon, especially 
when rapid and accurate 
target acquisition under 
stress becomes literally a 
matter of life and death 
during a gunfight. 

Mud or other obstruc¬ 
tions do not affect the 
operator’s ability to effec¬ 
tively see the reticle pat¬ 
tern and engage targets, 
even if the display win¬ 
dow is almost completely covered. The heads-up display window is 
3/8-inch thick, with three panes of glass bonded together to form a 
shatter-proof laminate. The two outside panes have an anti reflective 
coating. Reticle patterns can be changed in the field in less than 30 
seconds with no more than a 2 to 3 MOA change in the point of 
impact. There is a wide range of interchangeable reticle patterns. 
The HDS sent to us for test and evaluation was equipped with the 
standard reticle which is a two-dimensional ring (65 MOA in diam¬ 
eter) with tick marks and a center 1 MOA dot. The exit aperture is 
45 degrees. There is provision for attaching filters to obtain night- 
vision compatibility. 

After adjustment of elevation and windage zero, you simply 
look through the sight assembly’s window, place the reticle image 
on the target, and fire. The eye relief on the HDS is an incredible 1 
inch to infinity. The elevation adjustments are in 1/2 MOA click 
increments and those for windage adjustments are in 1/4 MOA- 
click increments. 

In a tactical environment the operator’s peripheral vision is almost 
unlimited and up to 50% on each side of the target. That’s because 
there is no tube, the reticle window remains close to the eye, and the 
large reticle pattern neither covers up or obscures the target. As no 
light is cast upon the target, there is no signature to compromise the 
operator’s position. Glint screens are not necessary. 

The HDS has 20 levels of brightness adjustment. When the 
sight is turned on, the brightness level is automatically set at the 
factory to level 15. The user can program the sight himself to turn 
on automatically at level 1 (minimum brightness setting) or level 
20 (maximum brightness setting), but he must do so each time the 
sight is turned on or the sight will move back to the factory default 
setting. The HDS is also equipped with a battery check indicator. 
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There is also an auto shutdown mode and 
the unit will automatically shut itself off 
eight hours after the last push-button con¬ 
trol has been pressed. The user can also 
program the HDS for a two-hour shutdown 
mode. The HDS is powered by two com¬ 
monly available Type N 1.5-volt batteries. 
As the batteries run down the reticle bright¬ 
ness will remain at the set intensity and 
then shut down abruptly. 

Options for two different mounting 
interfaces that do not require a tool are 
available. Although it is slotted, the battery 
cap screw can be removed by hand as well. 
A rugged, steel roll bar hood is also avail¬ 
able. The HDS costs about $350. 

Recoil testing equipment at the EOTech 
plant simulates the recoil of the .454 Casull 
(3,500 Gs for 0.5 milliseconds). The first 
22,000 HDS units produced were all cycled 
on this test bed. 

The HDS can be mounted for cowit¬ 
ness with emergency iron sights. We 
attached the HDS to an M16A2, equipped 
with an upper receiver (from the Colt law 
enforcement AR-15A3 Tactical Carbine, 
#AR6721) that features a 16.1-inch heavy 
barrel (chrome-lined with l:9-inch twist) 
and removable carrying handle. Attached 
directly to this flat top receiver’s MIL- 
STD-1913 rail, a GG&G MAD (Multiple 
Aperture Device) BUIS (Back Up Iron 
Sight) was mounted to the rear of the HDS 
and, together with this upper receiver’s 
GG&G folding front sight, zeroed at the 
range for co-witness with the HDS. 

The MAD was originally developed to 
fulfill a request from Naval Surface 
Warfare for a back up iron sight that pro¬ 
vided both a large and small aperture on 
the same plane and would thus be zeroed 
to the same point of impact. The MAD has 
four apertures, two of each size (so that 
rotating the aperture in either direction 
will bring the next size into view). The 
small aperture diameter is 0.073-inch and 
the large aperture is 0.199-inch in diame¬ 
ter. It uses the standard Colt windage knob 
and windage screw. One click of the 
windage knob provides approximately 
0.48 MOA change when mounted on the 
M16A2E4 rifle and about 0.65 MOA on 
the M4 carbine. 

The MAD mount body is manufactured 
from 6061 T6 aluminum, hard anodized per 
MilSpec. The stem and aperture disc are 
made from 4140 steel, black magnesium- 
phosphated per MilSpec. The MAD over¬ 
hangs the rear of the receiver by 0.200-inch. 
This provides a lip so that the sight can be 
easily deployed even with a gloved hand. 
The unit locks in the up and down position 
with a positive detent. It sells for $141. 

Technology in these areas moves rapid¬ 
ly, but for now the hot ticket for the 
M16A2E4, M4 and AR-15A3 is without 
doubt the EOTech HDS together with the 
GG&G MAD BUIS. The HDS clearly out 
performs the Aimpoint, Trijicon and C- 
More, with advanced technology and supe¬ 
rior optical attributes. 

— Peter G. Kokalis ^ 






A MEL PARDUE DESIGNED LIGHTWEIGHT, 

MOLDED HANDLE, LINER-LOCK. THE SPEAR POINT BLADE 
IS 2.9” LONG, HEAT-TREATED AND BT2™ COATED ATS-34 STAINLESS 
STEEL. THUMB STUD FOR EASY SINGLE-HAND FUNCTION AND STEEL POCKET-CLIP FOR CARRY. 


MODEL 910SBT 


THE ALLEN ELISHEWITZ DESIGNED 
STRYKER® IS A PURE PERFORMANCE, TACTICAL FOLDER. 

3.7” ATS-34 BLADE, G-10 SCALES, TITANIUM LOCKING-LINERS, AND 
THUMB DISK FOR QUICK RESPONSE. MADE TO BENCHMADE'S HIGHER STANDARD OF QUALITY. 


MODEL 140SBT 


THE ALLEN ELISHEWITZ DESIGNED 
NIMRAVUS™ IS OUR NEW ENTRY INTO FIXED BLADES. 

A STOUT 4.5” FULL TANG, ATS-34 STEEL BLADE WITH MACHINED G-10 SCALES 

MAKE FOR SERIOUS PERFORMANCE. INCLUDES FORMED KYDEX® SHEATH WITH STEEL CLIP. 


OREGON CITY, OREGON • 1 - 800 - 800-7427 OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.faenchmade.com 


HELD TO A HIGHER STANDARD 1 


Recognized for superior cutlery, distinctive features and functional designs, 
Benchmade arguably enhances the performance of one of man’s oldest tools. We are 
committed to providing you “total-quality” knives, crafted from some of the finest 
materials the world offers. From advanced metals and composites to laser cutting 
tolerances of .0005-inches, every effort is exacted to ensure performance. Whether 
you’re looking for everyday carry or a specific use, it has to be a Benchmade knife. 


MODEL 350SBT 
SUGGESTED RETAIL: 

$85.00 


MODEL 910SBT 
SUGGESTED RETAIL: 
$155.00 


MODEL 140SBT 
SUGGESTED RETAIL: 
$140.00 
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Star Wars Over Kosovo 


Continued from page 61 


refueling are routine) have been built. The J- 
STARS inventory will be increased to 14 
aircraft with two more entering service this 
year. Foreign sales to friendly allied coun¬ 
tries are now being mooted by Northrop 
Grumman, the manufacturers. Both Britain 
and Israel are in line. 

The electronics onboard any one of these 
aircraft is formidable. It was stressed often 
that a single J-STARS platform has a greater 
computer capacity than all of the U.S. Air 
Force’s 33 E-3 Sentry (AWACS) together. 

The main computers onboard are 6 Mil 
Vax 866 mainframes, of which two are sys¬ 
tems monitoring and one is a hot spare. 
Three more are general purpose computers, 
one of which handles local area network 
(LAN), another radar and one spare. 

Each of the 18 operational work stations 
onboard is a Digital Equipment Corporation 
133Mhz processor with 512 MBs of RAM 
and two 1 GB hard drives. A point made by 
one of the boffins was that they are prohib¬ 
ited from switching the system on while fly¬ 
ing over developed areas because the power 
generated activates every electronic garage 
door as far distant as the horizon. 

Operating in the crowded air lanes over 
southern Europe presented other problems. 
Balkan airspace was sometimes so crowded 


that it left some of us out in the cold. 

Our own flight had a narrow miss (from 
a fighter) while on-station. The following 
day a J-STARS en route to the Adriatic 
avoided a head-on collision with a passen¬ 
ger jet by going into a dive that drew four 
or five Gs. Charlie Cole of Newsweek was 
aboard and he estimated that the pilot had 
about 2.4 seconds to make the right move. 
Apparently wrong data had been relayed to 
the oncoming plane by Milan’s ATC. Later 
that same day, Cole told me, there was 
another near miss in cloudy conditions. 
Two escort fighters had to take avoiding 
action within a couple hundred meters of 
his aircraft. 

Several observers stated that allied air¬ 
craft might still prove to be a greater threat 
in the air than anything that the Yugoslav 
Air Force can throw at them. There has 
been a lot of comment about the ability of 
military ATC personnel to control the 
heavy air traffic over Kosovo and not all 
of it is favorable. Obviously, with hun¬ 
dreds of aircraft operational at any one 
time (including 100 USAF KC-10 and 
KC-135 tankers in an average 24-hour 
period), the Balkans has become some¬ 
thing of an ATC nightmare. 

It is so bad at times that J-STARS crews 
have frequently been ordered to operate 
under the “see and avoid’’ rule. When visu¬ 
al rules cannot be kept, the aircraft must pull 
out of its orbit. Missions have already been 
cut short because of it. 


Rapid Getaways 

As for the threat of enemy fighters, 
which, anywhere else might make for 
problems, the U.S. Air Force has never, as 
of press time, funded a self-protection 
suite for J-STARS. Consequently, as has 
already happened onboard, if a threat 
becomes apparent, a rapid getaway in the 
opposite direction is still the crew’s prima¬ 
ry defense. 

For the time being, CAPs remain in place 
because of the threat of Yugoslav MiG-2 Is. 
NATO intelligence is aware that a number of 
these (and other) jets are stationed at Pristina, 
only two or three minutes flying time from 
where our J-STARS was flying. All are 
secreted deep in mountainside hangers that 
have so far made attack impossible. This 
threat, consequently, persists. 

It was interesting that on the one occa¬ 
sion that Belgrade attempted to put 
Yugoslav Air Force MiGs in the air — pos¬ 
sibly in a bid to stymie J-STARS activity — 
it took F-16s only 39 seconds to shoot three 
of them down. 

Al J. Venter is a senior SOF foreign 
correspondent. ^ 


See our Website ter Ibe latest into on Ibe 1999 
Solilier Of fortune Convention, 3-Bun radical Match 
anil fxpnsitinn. 22-2B September in las Vegas. 

www.sofmag.com 


F.I.R.E. System for AR15/M16 

Fully Integrated Rifle Enhancement (F.I.R.E.) 



SLiC Mount Multiple Aperture Device (MAD) A2 Integrated Rear Iron Sight Front Flip Up Sight 

Sling and Flashlight 
Attachment 



Scout F.I.R.E. Rail 

CALL OR WRITE FOR OUR NEW BROCHURE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE LA TES T PRODUCT INFORMA 77 ON 

GG&G 

Manufacturer of Fine Mounting Systems and 
Professional Tactical Weapon Accessories 

3602 East 42nd Stravenue 
Tucson, Arizona 85713 
Phone: 520-748-7167 Fax: 520-748-7583 


Visit Our Web Site 
www.gggaz.com 
Email us at 
gggaz@aol.com 
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America's 311 Force 


Continued from page 43 


than one hour, and can sustain ourselves for 
a few days in the field,” Lt. Merida said. 

“What makes a good TRAP team mem¬ 
ber?” we asked. 

“A good TRAP team member knows the 
mission and the SOP,” Lt. Merida told us. 
“He’s a Marine through and through.” 

No one at the War College, NATO, 
SHAPE, EUCOM, USAREUR or the 
Pentagon still thinks about waging war 
against endless columns of Warsaw Pact 
armor plowing through the Fulda Gap on 
their way to Frankfurt. Instead, today’s mis¬ 
sion planning is more likely to focus in on 
how to control low-level ethnic conflicts in 
places with little or no strategic importance to 
Washington or Western Europe, before they 
explode into genocide or spill across borders. 
Crowd control, refugee return and disarming 
guerrilla armies have become just as impor¬ 
tant to planners as have smart weapons. 

So it came as no surprise to anyone 
aboard the Kearsarge or to SOF when it 
was announced that the MEU had been 
tasked with providing a company-sized 
security detail at a U.S.-sponsored refugee 
camp in Albania. 

“I wouldn’t term this a test case,” said 
Lieutenant Chris Harbour, second-in-com¬ 
mand of BLT 3/8 Lima Company. We were 
standing at the edge of an endless salt marsh 
which acted as the natural boundary of 
Camp Hope, a massive refugee facility 
along the Albanian coast, 75 miles south of 
the capital Tirana. 

“This is a new world, with new missions 
for the Marine Corps,” Lt. Harbour contin¬ 
ued. “I think we’re capable of being suc¬ 
cessful here.” 

Hot Tempers In Hell 

Everyone SOF spoke with in Lima 
Company knew it was a mission that could — 
in the blink of an eye — easily put egg on any 
commander’s face and possibly end a career. 

“Just imagine what it’s going to be like 
here in July,” one Marine told SOF at Lima 
Company’s base camp, about 1/4 mile from 
Camp Hope. “It’s going to be hot as hell, 
and those tents are going to be hot and peo¬ 
ples’ tempers are going to be short.” 

“I wouldn’t go on record with my 
thoughts,” a gunnery sergeant told SOF, 
“but I’m worried about what folks like your¬ 
self are going to do with us when we end up 
using CS [gas] on some rioting refugees. 
You’ll [the media] tear us a new asshole.” 

Other Marines at Camp Hope voiced 
similar opinions. “It doesn’t make me com¬ 
fortable,” one Marine told SOF. “We’ve got 
riot shields, batons, tear gas. But this is the 
reality of today’s world. I’d much rather 
face a conventional enemy, but I’ve been 
tasked with this mission. So be it.” 

Mark Milstein is a senior SOF foreign 
correspondent based in Budapest. ^ 
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THUNDER RANCH, INC. 

State of the Art Firearms and Tactical Training. 

Clint Smith, Director 
HCR1, Box 53 
Mountain Home, TX 78058 
(830) 640-3138 
(830) 640-3183 Fax 

Website: www.thunderranchinc.com 


I’ve been to 
all the other 
schools. 
How l train at 
Thunder Ranch. 


Made from D2 
barstock tool steel I 


I • D2 blades for 

maximum toughness 
and edge holding 

I • Machined 

aluminum handles 


• One hand opening 
side locks 


• HRC 59-60 

• Removable pocket clips 

• Four blade options 

• Made in the USA 


KA-BAR 


1-800-282-0130 

www.ka-bar.com 
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ELECTRIC LOCK PICK 


Most elec¬ 
tric lock pick ads 
are grossly exagger¬ 
ated - and most electric 
lock picks are grossly overpriced. 

Enter the EIOOHO by SouthOrd. Ma¬ 
chined aluminum construction and a 4.5 volt 
motor combine with precision, durability and fac¬ 
tory support to bring you the greatest value in the industry. In¬ 
cludes four picking needles, three tension tools, and adjustment 
wrenches. EIOOHO (awantied) - $179.95 

EIOOHO Kit • $99.95 

AUTO 
WEDGIE 

For police officers, repo 
people, wrecker drivers, auto repair 
shops, car dealers, and anyone who 
needs to open a vehicle, this tool that we fondly 
call The Auto Wedgie*, is about all you’ll ever need. 

Forget about spending hundreds of dollars on specialty tools, 
bent wire devices, jigglers, tryout keys and so on. This “wonder 
tool", by SouthOrd, opens.just about every car, van, and small 
truck on the road—even the new models that are immune to a 
slim jim. We know it all sounds just too good to be true—but buy 
one, and you will be a believer! The set comes complete with a 
Slide Rod, and a Nylon Wedge for compromising convertibles. 
SJW-3 $79.95 


SAP 

GLOVES 

I love these gloves—used 
them for years! They’re great protec¬ 
tion when climbing fences during a foot 
pursuit, just riding your 'cycle, or protect¬ 
ing your knuckles when some cowboy decides to run his face 
into them! Each glove has 8 oz of powdered lead embedded in 
the knuckle area. Discreet protection. State size when ordering. 
D-100 (deerskin) $69.95 pr. D-50 (cowhide) $39.95 pr. 





BRASS 

KNUCKS 


A blast from the past! These “1928” knuckle dusters take us 
back to the days of prohibition, black sedans, and Tommy” guns. 
They look great just laying on your desk, holding down those 
important papers. And believe it or not, they are so slick that 
many of our customers have used them to make foot pegs for 
their Harleys! 

KNB (brass) $13.50 each; $24.40 per pair 
KNA (aluminum) $8.00 each; $14.50 per pair 


SOUTHORD 
RECON FIGHTER 



Ok guys, if you like a fighting knife that’s built like a Hummer, 
we’ve got one for ya! This beauty is heavy—and heavy duty. All 
stainless steel construction with checkered rubber handles. The 
feel reminds me of my old S&W 66 with the Pachmyers—it’s 
rugged, reliable, and it won't let me down! Believe it—once you 
buy one of these ‘picks*, you’ll never let it go! Comes complete 
with a Web sheath. Overall length, eight and one quarter inches. 
KN-2n $29.95 



SOUTHERN 

ORDNANCE 


THE SOUTHERN ORDNANCE CATALOG - loaded wtti herd to find items 
- Locksmith Tools, Pellet Riffles, Crossbows, Switchblades, Transmitters, 
Bug Detectors, Books, and Videos, Boxing Equipment Police Supplies and 
Much, Much, Much More! Only $5.00 or FREE with any order. 


CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS. OPTIMA 
WARNING: Check State and Local Laws. Must be 18 years or older to order. 

www.southord.com 


e-mail: faleiQiouthord.com 

P.O. Box 279 • Babeon Part, FL33827 
CALL: (941) 638-2499 • FAX: (941) 638-2486 


Shoot Fast, Hit To Win 


Continued from page 47 


Tom Yost of Smith & Wesson was sec¬ 
ond in this division, with a score of 219.01 
Tom was shooting the brand new S&W 945, 
S&W’s own variation of the Government 
Model, in a Safariland Model 560 holster. 
IDPA President Bill Wilson was third, with 
a score of 220.00. Not surprisingly, as 
always, Bill used a Wilson .45 and holster. 

One of the strongest elements in favor 
of IDPA’s growth as a sport is that even on 
a national match level, a competitor can do 
well with a stock pistol and an inexpensive 
concealed carry holster. Ernie Langdon’s 
win in Stock Service Pistol, for instance, 
was accomplished using an over-the- 
counter Beretta and a rig he could wear to 
the mall with his family. That’s what IDPA 
is all about. 

Saturday night after the shooting was 
done, there was an outdoor poolside bar- 
beque at the host hotel in Jefferson City. 
Each night of the match there was a hospi¬ 
tality room with food and drink, and many 
of the shooters spent a lot of time getting to 
know their contemporaries from all over the 
United States. This camaraderie and the 
open exchange of ideas and tips is a big part 
of IDPA events. For many, the social aspects 
of these gatherings are almost as important 
as the shooting, giving us a chance to visit 
with friends and associates from around the 
country and make new friends, as well. 

Sunday morning found everyone in a 
hotel conference room, eagerly awaiting the 
match results. Elegant engraved silver 
plates were awarded to the winners and sev¬ 
eral places in each division and classifica¬ 
tion. Each division is further broken down 
by classification, including Master, Expert, 
Sharpshooter, and Marksman, determined 
by the scores achieved on a standard classi¬ 
fication course of fire. This further separates 
shooters into skill levels within each equip¬ 
ment division, allowing less experienced 
competitors to win trophies by shooting 
against other shooters of similar skill, rather 
than pitting newcomers against the old mas¬ 
ters. This is just another aspect of making 
this sport more accessible and more enjoy¬ 
able for the average defensive shooter. 

This year's championships, 18 stagesi 
180 rounds minimum , will be held at Lake 
Cormorant , MS, from 1-3 Oct . Match head¬ 
quarters hotel is Sam's Town Hotel Casino 
& Resort; phone: 1-800-456-0711. Contact 
Match Director Tom Givens at IDPA, P.O. 
Box 639, Berryville, AR 72616-0639; or by 
Email: info@idpa.com; also, check their 
website: www.idpa.com. ^ 


See our Website lor tbe latest into on tbe 1989 
Soldier Bffortuoe Convention, 3-Bun radical Match 
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SUPER THUMB* 

The World’s Leading 
Magazine Loading Tool 



ST1 - for most staggered magazines 
ST2- for Para-Ordnance and most Glocks 
ST3 - for virtually all single stack magazines 


4 Draper Street, Woburn, MA 01801 
781-935-1799 FAX 781-935-1011 
www.adcosales.com 
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Crash Course In Survival 


Continued from page 63 


Once in control, Jenkins goes on to 
describe, he is able to go through the escape 
procedures he’d been taught in the class¬ 
room, including opening a door against 
immense water pressure. 

“This is not one of those adventure 
vacations you find in the travel section of 
the Sunday Times Jenkins explains. 
“This is not an adult-education class. This 
is not a touchy-feely, get-in-touch-with- 
yourself course. It’s not a big-cajones war 
game. This is as close as you hope you’ll 
ever get to an airplane crash. It is adven¬ 
turous. More than river rafting, rock 
climbing or any other packaged adventure 
you can buy.” 

Specifically, the course content includes: 
helicopter and fixed wing impact forces: 
pre-crash positioning and restraint systems; 
drowning and resuscitation; autonomic 
stress reactions in water emergencies; histo¬ 
ry of escape training; aircraft familiariza¬ 
tion; obstacles for escaping submerged air 
frames; stable escape scenarios and life-raft 
deployment; the seven steps for escaping 
submerged airframes and methods of train¬ 
ing; actions on the surface, such as signal¬ 
ing for rescue and dealing with rescue 
forces; survival swimming, life raft board¬ 
ing and survival and life support equipment; 
and aircraft simulator training. 

With which LTR trainers hope all stu¬ 
dents will attain specific objectives, includ¬ 
ing: to become familiar with pre-position¬ 
ing aircraft life-support equipment and its 
fuction and use; to identify body positions 
and restraint systems that minimize impact 
trauma; to identify the 10 obstacles to 
escaping a submerged airframe; to memo¬ 
rize the seven steps for escaping a sub¬ 
merged airframe; to become familiar with 
rescue and survival techniques that increase 
an individual’s survival and recovery after 
escape from an airframe. 

“We have been quite successful during 
our 14 years of business due to the fact that 
we are not armchair adventurers,” says 
Brian K. Horner, president of LTR Training 
Systems, Inc. 

Homer and his partner, Bruce Birchell, 
are both former U.S. Air Force global sur¬ 
vival instructors. They begin every program 
with the “rule of threes,” in which they tell 
how quickly people die in disasters. 
Humans die, they say, “after three minutes 
without air, three hours without clothes at 
32 degrees Fahrenheit, three days without 
water, three weeks without food and three 
months without hope.” 

Such victims, however, are mere mortals 
— not soldiers of fortune who’ve learned to 
beat the odds of all that might kill them, 
with the aid of such fine courses as those 
, taught by LTR. 

Wayne Laugesen is assistant editor of 
SOF. 5? 
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SHEEPHERDER 

AMERICA'S #1 Heat-Cook Stove 



A must item for emergency use! 

This modem Wood/Coal-buming Heat-Cook Stove with OVEN has classic 
"old-time" appearance and dependability used throughout the world. 
Exhaust venting is easily accomplished by placing near windows for 
temporary pipe venting or a fireplace Teflon adjusting slide supports 
standard. Ideal for use as an open-air campstove Wt 189 lbs. 
SPEGF1CAT10NS: K* steel plate, air-tight construction, brass fittings and 
handles, cooking surface 28" x 20", oven size 16' deep x 12" wide x T high 
with lift-out rack, overall size 25" long x 16" wide x 19" high indudes large 
8" x 8" x 16" firebox. Options indude Oven Temp. Gauge, Oven View, 15' Leg 
Extensions, Stainless Steel, Side-mount snafwn U gal. cap. Water Reservoir, 
and Mobile Home Air Intake Kit. Other models and sizes are also available. 

S PAA CA (Low Freight rates!) 

F.O.B. Salt Lake City, Utah 
^ ^ _ Sorry, no C.O.D. orders 

E ffl MB Dealer/Warehousing 

Ib^bI [ bWP J inquiries invited. 

TRANSOCEAN LIMITED 

dba Energy House 

3902 S. Main Street / Salt Lake City, Utah 84107 

(801) 261-3210 / Fax (801) 262-2701 

Toll free (888) 291-S209 (pintllOSI) 
www.transoceanltd.com 
Colo. Whse. (719) 266-448S 



IDEAL FOR PAINTBALL OR HUNTING 


Military personnel build their own three-dimensional 
camouflage suits because it is the most effective means of 
concealment. This BUSH RAG kit contains ail the materi¬ 
als needed to build your own "ghillie" suit! The BUSH 
RAG is light (3lbs), can be made to match any environment 
(from desert to woodland) and is versatile. The user can 
change the colorations of the suit while in the field to 
match any change in terrain. Also, the BUSH RAG was 
designed to hide the most recognizeable features of the 
body, the head, torso, back, upper arms and legs, while 
leaving the lower portions of your arms and legs free of 
hindrances. This kit comes complete with eight colors of 
burlap (BLACK, BROWN, TAN, O.D., GRASS GREEN, 
DESERT GREEN, FOREST GREEN AND SAGE), torso 
netting, head netting, belt, and complete directions. This 
kit can also be configured into a military style ghillie suit! 

$49.95 + $7.00 S/H 

CA RESIDENTS ADD 7.75% SALES TAX 

1(877)810-9614 

OR WRITE FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR 
CAMOUFLAGE PRODUCTS. 

CSI -11271 Ventura Blvd. - #297 - Studio City, CA 91604 

Log on at: WWW.BUSHRAG.COM 
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Colombia Burning 



PARA-GUERRILLA 
Equipment 
A Unique force Multiplier! 

TRY THE NATO SPECIAL FORCES 


7” Square Stainless Blade - 4 Blood Grooves 
Skull Crusher - Black Rubber Grip ■ Matte Finish 

4-Way Dagger Sheath 
Straight 

• on belt • on leg 

Upside Down 

on Alice suspender • on LBV vest 
Unit Price: U.S. $135.00 each 


f 

Ship./Hand.: U.S. $5.50 
Total: U.S. $140.50 

Check with local law before Importing! 

Name: 


Address: 

Apt. #: 

City: 

State: Zip: 

Country: 

Daytime Phone: 

Payment (check one) 

G Money Order G Check G VISA 


G American Express G EuroCard G Diner’s Club 

Card No.| I I I || I I 




ARSENAL FRANCE 


U.S. ARMY EQUIPMENT GUNS & AMMO j 

54, rue Jacquemars Gi6l66, F-59800, 
F-59800 Lille France 
Visit our website: www.us-arsenal.com 
E-mail: negoce@us-arsenal.com 



This event will 
emphasize rifle 


Far match info and application, send a 
self addressed stamped envelope in: 
Michael Horne 
4128 Abbott Dr. 
Bakersfield, CA 93312 
or visit our web site at: 
bltpV/memljers-aol.com/sofsciiring 


<$£>££this outstanding 
range facility and 

: -SCJy!jjfcM js m addition la 

The World Championship SDF 3-Gun Hatch 
held each September in las Vegas, HV. 


Continued from page 65 


Fighting At Great Cost 

Nearly 10,000 soldiers and national 
policemen (the size of a U.S. Army division) 
have been killed or wounded during this 
decade alone. This is a very high price being 
paid for not fighting narcotics, originating 
from these guerrilla movements. “U.S. 
diplomats in Washington, D.C. and Bogota 
have repeatedly denied the narcoguerrilla 
nexus, and for that reason, our trusted allies 
have suffered,” observes Messing. 

The credit for holding the line must go 
to General Rosso Jose Serrano, director 
general of the Colombian national police. 
He is widely acclaimed for destroying the 
bloody Medellin and Cali cartels. He is 
America’s “favorite policeman” says 
Attorney general Janet Reno. President 
Clinton’s Drug Czar, General Barry 
McCaffrey said, “U.S. citizens feel enor¬ 
mous gratitude for his efforts.” 

Retired DEA boss, Thomas Constantine 
calls him the “foremost hero in the world¬ 
wide war on drugs.” Serrano’s handpicked 
commander of the anti-narcotics police 
(DANTI), Colonel Leonardo Gallego, 
enjoys the same sterling reputation with 
our DEA. “Unfortunately, the Clinton 
administration has not matched its words 
of praise with tangible support for these 
heroic drug fighters, who are dying every 
day.” Asserts a high ranking DEA special 
agent now serving in Bogota, “The bottom 
line here is that General Serrano has had 
over 4,000 of his cops killed in action dur¬ 
ing the past nine years. He’s been fighting 
our war on drugs,” says Messing. 

Due to the work of the National 
Defense Council Foundation and Major 
Messing’s testimony before Congress, it 
has caused numerous U.S. Congressmen 
to visit Colombia to observe the situation 
firsthand. Among those are Dennis 
Hastert, the new speaker of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, Dan Burton, 
(R-Ind.), ben Gilman (R-NY), John Mica 
(R-Fla.), Mark Souder (R-Ind.), and Bob 
Barr (R-Ga.). They have led the effort to 
get assistance to security forces combating 
the narcoguerrillas and the paramilitaries. 

Contributing correspondent Nightwine 
is the former World-Wide Conflict Analyst 
for the National Defense Council 
Foundation , of Washington, D.C. He 
returned from war-torn Colombia to file this 
series of reports. 

The narco guerrilla stoiy in Colombia 
will be continued next month , covering the 
growing threat and steps to counter it. For 
more information on the projects , studies 
and fact-finding missions of the National 
Defense Council Foundation, (NDCF) 
write: NDCF, (Dept. SOF), 1220 King St, 
Alexandria , VA 22314; or Email: 
ndcf@erols.com. ^ 
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Survive with CAV Gear: 

• Survival & Camping Gear 

• Shooting Accessories 

• GORE-TEX® Outerwear 

• MREs • Blankets 

• Water Purification • First Aid 

• Tools & Knives • Night Vision 

• Uniforms • Boots 

• Body Armor • Flashlights 

• Navigation • Surplus 

For Your FREE 
Full-Color Catalog Call 

1 - 800 - 317-9455 


Shop Online: 

uscav.com 


FREE BROCHURE 


All the cam* in ttit wort 


wnfl mask the sound 


of a twig snapping 


under a 


boot,. 


WHAT YOU CAN'T 


SEE 


Silver Creek 


INDUSTRIES 


A Sound Advantage 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home. Starts automatically when phone is 
answered, records both sides of phone conversa¬ 
tion. Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For telephone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 

VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 

gas Transmits to any FM 

\ radio up to 1/2 mi. 

\ Easy to assemble kit. 
\ Up to 9V (not Incl.) 
^$29.95 + $2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro Video, 
VHF transmitters, Surveillance and Counter¬ 
surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

CALL 407-725-1000 

USI CORP 

P.0. Box SF2052 Melbourne, FL 32902 

COD S OK 


Outdoor Careers! 

Home study. Train for great careers in forestry, con¬ 
servation, wildlife, parks, ranges, preserves. Free 
career literature: send or call 24 hours a day. 

Call Now: 800-223-4542 

sme. ... . 

__ Phone(_)_ 

Address_ 

City/State_ Zip_ 

School of Conservation, Dept. NNK171 
> PCDI, 430 Tech. Pky., Norcross, GA 30092 


Wide range of sound amplifiers for hunting 
& surveillance 

1 - 800 - 533-3277 

P.O. Box 1988 Manitowoc, Wl 54221 


BE A PARALEGAL! 


Attorney-instructed home study course. 
Train now for one of America’s fastest grow¬ 
ing careers. Free literature: send or call. 

CALL TODAY: 800-223-4542 

Nrm _ 

Ago_ _J_ _ 

Arid raw___ 

City/State_ Zip_ 

School of Paralegal Studies, Dept. LLK171 
PCDI, 430 Tech. Pkwy., Norcross, GA 30092 


STEROIDS 

A l_l £ R: r^l ATI 


NIJ Certified 
and 

U.S. Gov. 
Approved 


Y2K 

COMPLETE LINE OF 

CONCEALABLE VESTS 

(IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT) 

FULL LINE OF 

TACTICAL 

BODY ARMOR 

For Armor Catalogue send $4.00 
or $15.00 for 1200 page complete set 

Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 

13615 S. Dixie Hwy., Suite 114-i 
Miami, Florida 33176-7252 
Ph.: (305) 256-0370 
FAX: (305) 235-0603 
E-Mail:interam@gate.net 
www.interamer.com 


TO BE TAKEN Orally. Best results, apply proper training. 

1. ATDC™ is used to dramatically increase 
testosterone levels up to 337%. Higher 
testosterone levels means faster, easier 
muscle growth. 

2 month cycle $29.95 

2. Boron is another product that has been 
used by serious body builders all over the 
world to raise testosterone levels up to 
300%. 

3 month cycle $14.95 

3. G.H.R.X. releases growth hormone In an 
abundance like no other. Extraordinary 
results are expected when combining 
testosterone enhancers like 1-2. 

60 Tabs $21.00 

4. L.S.C. is a very potent product with a 
combination of sterols, aminos, electrolites 
and much more. This finishing product has 
been used to build muscle, strip away fat, 
and get a tremendous pump. 

60 Tabs $19.95 

PURCHASE PRODUCTS 1,2,3 and receive #4 
FREEI 

Get ifar ~arl porcrriiif .icjco'm ilicA l-.h the market $65.90 



































SMALL 


SCHOOL Of INVESTIGATION 


Professional-level home study course. Learn to repair 
handguns, rifles, and shotguns. Work in a gunsmith shop 
or start your own business. Send or call 24 hours a day. 

FREE LITERATURE: a " 

CALL 800-223-4542 


^ L*|y|e 
■iu nni m 


535 No. Farms Rd, Northampton, MA 01062 


ADDRESS. 


www.pvteye.com 


a i 


QTFDHinC PROTECT YOURSELF 
J1 LSWJIUJ FROM A .44 V.UiM M 


Shooting & Sightseeing 
In The Holy land 


PROFESSIONAL REPLACEMENT 


TRIBULUS TERRESTRIS 

The safe and legal* Steroid replacement 
supplement with no harmful side e ffects. 

• Dramatically increases your testosterone levels 
50% or more in just 5 days (Milanav, Malleva and Taskov, 
doc. 1981). Increased testosterone means faster, 
easier, lean muscle growth and increasedfat bum. 

• Imported in its most powerful form. 100% 
TRIBULUS TERRESTRIS is hands-down the 
most effective muscle ripping, fat-burning 
anabolic available over-the-counter today. 

• TRIBULUS TERRESTRIS offers massive 
anabolic muscle gains. It's the best legal* 
supplement for anyone looking to gain mass, 
definition, strength and increased fat loss. 

♦Any stronger formulation would require a prescription. All 
Natural. No Synthetics. No Animal By-Products. 

i 1-877-7H4-ST4? dtHUBjWi* 

■ ,Lr, 4 Y,TaLi":-l ■■ J 

MONEY HACK OUARA Y7'E£ 


Labs 

IIKh lljttVfi Afr--, lE'iMI" 

MuVrpwl Fkarl», L‘ I. 

li-iiii!-. (90 Tablets) $29.95 
J Two Bottle Sikdfll 

7 3rd * j_| £'*1 ID (add $7.00) 

xiflir [ Credit Cant Order |—| Foreign Orders, add 25% 
— 1 liauiltan inUS*only 

J QMb E»diral LJ Free Catalog with Order 


BE A 


MEN & WOMEN! 

Train at home for an exciting part 
or full-time career as a Private 
Detective. Start your own agency 
or work for others. Learn all the 
latest techniques from the 
experts. Taught by former mili¬ 
tary intelligence specialists, 
police and private detectives. 
The only course of its kind, the 
unique Globa! School of 
Investigation program will make 
you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 


LEARN THr SECflETS 
to making money 
HITHQIH a license 
or experience. 

The higguBC, mosl 
amazing home 
study course ever 
olterBri. Lcani how 
in moke money and | 
iJBGOino a Private 
In ucs Muilor 
GllflEMJITEUH > 


B 1-888-33 PVT EVE 
ESI 413-584-2148 


for as lOW as * 1 B 5 “ I Israel Action Shopting Tours, Ltd. | 


Our 11 Bay Package Features: 

• 3FU1L DAYS Of Hi-Style SHOOTING 


Soft, comfortable, concealable body 
armor that weighs less than 3 lb. 

Vests are made with 18 layers 
of DuPont Kevlar 

5 year warranty on ballistics 

Adjustable ballistic panel carriers 
available in white and navy 


LARGE 


MEDIUM 

180 


♦pfcjs shipping & handling 

X4ARGE AND XX-LARGE ALSO AVAILABLE 
All orders must be pre-paid or C.O.D. 
Preferred Shipping: via FedEx 2/3 Day Service 


| MICHIGAN BODY ARMOBj 


37637 Five Mile Rd. Ste. 324 
Livonia. Ml 48154 • (734) 394-2134 


GALL NOW 

tor h Iren color 
fltOClHIFS Dirt IIin 
U Ell nr Jure Bales 


wmm 


Email: linett@netvision.net.il 


AND EARN 
YOUR RADGE 

'WO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 


Holsters, Tactical Gear 

StiwUnfl Systems, formerly 
Afesai il SysiDm&. is the 
wind'd original manufac- 
iurei' of nylon holsters, 
assault rifle cases and tac- 
llMhjear Our premium 
quality products and inno- 
MHmiv- designs set our 
prududs apart from the 
compuHbw For a Free | 

■>ib page color catalog, 
c?: >lad us at the informa- 
Hqt provided. Since 1979 

Shading Systems Group, Inc. 

■ i l ■ Lange r Jirtfu, Washington, MO 63090 £ 0 ^)^ 
TuF+nr SB0-S2SJ&19 Fax 314-390-2977 

II II I*:! I>J 1 > LtyiCHii-i Lij-Fi ' ^=&'A 


Write, fax or e-mail to request a 
comprehensive list of available 
issues and quantity discounts. 

BACK ISSUE DEPT. 
OMEGA GROUP. LTD. 

5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5 
Boulder, CO 80303 
Fax: 303-444-5617 
e-mail: barbara@sofmag.com 

NEW! View detailed list of issues and 
order online www.sofmag.com 

Visa/MasterCard uccdplbtl 












































































CAPITALIZE 

ON CRIME 


FREE Catalog! 


FREE 

WHOLESALE 

CATALOG 


Kniv&s, Swords &nd 
Seff-D&f&ns& Jt&ms 


BUY 

DIRECT 

Save 

UP TO 

cn% 


S&K Labs. P.O. Box 2025 
Pompano Beach, Florida 33061 


L,A. LAW ENFORCERS 

209 W. Walnut ■ Yakima, WA 98902 

. Website: lalawenforcers.com 


Become a private 
a investigator! 


WHEN CALLING 911 JUST WON'T DO. 


NOW YOU CAN GET.. 


ID by MAIL 


Home study. Make good money in 
an action-packed career. 
Solve crimes, find miss- 
ing persons, expose 
r frauds. Work for attorneys, in- 
I. surers, and celebrities—or 
U start your own business. For 
m your free career literature, 
W send or call 24 hours a day. 


20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 

• Drivers Licenses (blank)—50 States 

• Blank Social Security Cards 

• College Degrees—Bachelors, MA, PhD 

• High School Diplomas, also GED 

• Photo ID Cards—all 50 States 

• “Professional” ID Cards—over 200 Styles 

• Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 

• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 

• Police/Military ID and Patches 

• Photographer ID, Press Credentials 

• Embossing Seals, Rubber Stamps 

• “Do-It-Yourself” !D Kits 

• Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 

ALL-NEW 64-PG. BOOK! — 


Pups and Trained Adults Available 

Brochure $3.00/Brochure & Video $8.00 
Major Credit Cords Accepted 
Boxl620MA-Aiken.se 29802 

(803) 649-5936 


Clty/State 


The School of Private Investigation 

Dept. JRK171, 60tka Roswell Raiitl 
PCDI, Atlanta, GecuiJjJn 3D32H 


ID by MAIL 

$ 24.95 

Cash, Check, Money Order, 
Visa/MC accepted, No CODs 

EDEN PRESS 

Box 8410-AD 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

P] Latest Book Catalog FREE 


Kevlar soft body | DEALER PRIUeD^^ 
armor will defeat the jp 1 f 

9mm. 00 Buck and 

knife attack. Tested i 

at the Aberdeen jv 7 —F 

Proving Grounds by JW 1 

the U.S. Government 1*1 i gnl 

Edgewood Arsenal. r 

Front and back pro- 

lectors: $220. Side 

Panels: $45 per set. Trauma plate $35. Sizes S, M, L, XL. 

ALSO: Reloaded Ammunition: .38 spl. 158gr. FMJ 
$125/M, 9mm 115gr. FMJ $125/M, 40cal. 180 gr. FMJ 
$165/M, .45 ACP 230 gr. FMJ $165/M. Reloading since 1974. 


'Jhe Mercedes 
Bern of executive 


'The Premium K-9. 


SOF Magazine 


Name. 


Address. 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: - 

MRP Pfl 1441 W. John St., Matthews, NC 28106 
I r 3 L U „ PhonB: < 704 ) 847-8793 Fm (™) 847-4447 
r i.,. . ! ,•.,* wsbilH wwfw.mpaompgny.Mfc _ 


, Pay HUGE MW 
Profits! ___j' 

Crime Prevention is a 
Multi-million Dollar Business! 
Larry Anderson OUR DEVICES SELL LIKE CRAZY! 

President 

We carry the best line of security sprays, stun guns, 
personal sound alarms, burglar alarms and much more. 
We specialize in offering the best security products at 
the very best wholesale prices. 

We cAtt rT7-e-t nr bear inf prift tjn Hui rna-rVs-lL 


TV BE TAKEN Orally. No harmful aide effects 

S&K Labs Boron 

This product has been historically used to 
raise Testosterone levels up to 300%. 
When you raise your bodys testosterone 
level you drastically increase your body's 
ability to create lean muscle mass. Would 
you like to sculpt your body with huge 
healthy hard muscles and get that lean 
awesome body builder physique? Our 
Wmg Boron is 3 times the strength of 
almost all competitors. If you are not 
completely satisfied with the growth you 
obtain, return it for a full refund! 

3 month cycle for only $ 14.95 Also 

ask about S&K Labs most powerful testosterone enhancer A.T.D.C. 


10% Pepper Sprays 


SI 4.95 + S&H C.O.D.’s WELCOME 


Use your personal check over the phone or order by cash on delivery 

EH ORDER NOW!!! l'£%£l % 822 ~ 

rSTCTil MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! mSM 

Call 24 tvs a day 7 days a week or Iftitlrwa 

send check or moneyorder to: 


Clip coupon and mail to address below. 

PQ| Please send me the FREE 
COw 64-Page Catalog! 


1 Bottle (3) month cycle $14.95 + $5.00 S&Hpwbocto 
Special, Buy 2 Bottles get 3rd FREE $29.90 + S&H 
Add $10.00 for Priority Mall 
International orders add 25%. (C.O.D.'s U.S. only) 
Yes, I would like a FREE catalog with my order 


CALL OR WRITE TODAY 

ft We are committed to your success 
^ Crime does not wait > willytin: 10 


Address 


Name: 


Address: 


Worldwide, Inc. 

P.0. Box 2768 • Dept SD3 • Moultrie, GA 31776 


Phone: ( 











































SOLDIER OF Fortune CLASSIFIEDS Get Results! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. 
Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. Repeat your same ad in another 
section for half price. “Dingbats” (✓,•;■ ), bold words (other than first 3-4): $5.00/each extra. Computer word count of gram¬ 
matically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 » 3 words; 80306 and 303-449-3750, etc. each = 1 word; abbreviations such 
as Dl, SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing 
address, telephone or fax number (for our files). Mail classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or 
Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn: Classified Dept., 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 303-449-3750; fax: 303- 
444-5617; e-mail: barbara@sofmag.com. 

NOTICE To ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we con¬ 
sider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including ‘will do any¬ 
thing’or‘go anywhere’type ads. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee musfsend sample (non-returnable). 


Need NEW IDO 

CREDIT-PRIVACY • 


Our Books Help You Get • New identity • Credit • New SSN 

• ID by mail • College degrees • Better jobs • Credit repair 

• Cash businesses • “Free Money" www.edenpress.com 
FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 

EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AB • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


GET THE MOST 


I •TiKlH T--M HI 


IN THE WORLD!! 

The International Underground Directory lists the insider 
sources for • Anonymous bank accounts, credit cards • 
Cheap surveillance gear • Legal second passports • 
Equipment to open locks in under seven seconds, plus 
master keys for cars • Free phone-calls • Self defence 
gadgets * Smart nutrients • Computer viruses that will 
destroy your enemies in seconds • Controversial 
underground/financial magazines, you won't find these 
advertised • A new identity • Speed trap detectors • ID 
papers • Anonymous mobile phones • Discover the 
secrets on computer hacking, banking, credit card & 
ATM scams & other frauds • Network with freedom 
minded folk • Find out about insider privacy secrets and 
become free • Plus much, much more. 

"Your directory was a goldmine of essential information. 

I loved itr Lt . Lawrence Frego, Florida. 

30 DAY NO-RISK MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Send check, MO, cash for $24.99 including shipping, nor¬ 
mally $60.00 made payable to Megastep, 4951 Netarts 

Hwy W., PMB 2134/S6, Tillamook, OR 97141-9467, USA 

SOLD STRICTLY FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. MISUSE MAY BE ILLEGAL 


BUSHPILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 
Catalog with purchase - Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


• MANUSCRIPTS WANTED FOR PUBLICATION- 

All subjects to include, Military Fiction, Weird, Off- 
The-Wall, How-To. Original material only! Send 
SASE for returns. VICTORY BOOKS, P.O. Box 997, 
Columbus, Indiana 47202. 


Y2K PRODUCTS 


MRE’S (USGI) w/ heaters $70/12 + shipping 

MILLENNIUM BEAN MIXES 

One man month in a stackable bucket 
Choose Millennium Bean, Pea, Rice, Chili, 
or Minestrone. $40/60 servings 
3600 Calorie Food Bars $65/12 
MRE Chocolate Brownies $100/100 
MRE Wheat Snack Bread $60/80 
MRE Poundcakes $75/100 Assorted 


u t'i k'H 1 lm Lj»1 


PONDEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTILE 
6854 Highway 55 208-793-3121 
Horseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629 


1999 ADVERTISING DEADLINES 


ISSUE AD DEADLINE ON SALE DATE 

November 4 August 28 September 

December 2 September 26 October 



PROTECT YOUR GLOCK 


From DIRT DUST GRIT 
RAIN SNOW SNAGS el 
entering the hollow 
backstrap that is open 
ALL THE WAY to the 


pistol's internal action!! 

"THE PLUG” installs or 
removes in a second or 

MODELS 17-19-20-21-22-23-24-25-31-32-34-35 


Does NOT permanently alter pistol or interfere with magazine 
insertion or ejection. Improves the look & feel of the GLOCK. 

DEPT. APPROVED & CARRIED ON DUTY BY POLICE 
ACROSS THE U.S.A. ORDER NOW AT ONLY 

VISA. M/C, $ 5.00 plus SI.25 shpng/Hndlng 

AMEX DISC (foreign orders S10 cert. U.S.) 

call 570-669-7027 ( orders only ) Mon to Sat 9am-11pm EST 
Or mail check or money order to: 

O.W.L. ENTERPRISES, Box 146, Nesquehomng. PA 18240 


information services | i Cable TV Boxes 

Know who you are dealing with? 


Locate Telephone Number and 
Addresses, Identity Verification, 
Criminal Records Checks, Motor 
Vehicle Reports, Background 
Checks, Business Reports, Marriage 
and Death Records, More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 

P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-984-9012, Fax: 718-356-7256 


1 800 BEAT IRS. Free brochures from West Point, 
Airborne, Ranger, Infantry, Special Forces, Vietnam 
Vet, Trial Attorney. Order Tax Fraud & Evasion: 
The War Stories; from Vietnam Combat to the 
courtroom. Eliminate tax debts through bankruptcy. 
www.beatirs.com 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR- 75-year tradi- 
tion of quality book publishing, promotion, distribu¬ 
tion. “Author’s Guide to Subsidy Book Publishing" 
1-800-695-9599. 


Descramblers 


Absolutely the Lowest Prices! 

All Major Brands 

90-Day Money-back / 2-year Warranty 
Nobody Beats Our Prices Ever 
AAA Electronics • 1-888-929-8669 


SHOCKING PLANS! 190+ Publications. 
Impossible to find underground info! Hacking, 
revenge, moneymaking and lots more. Very unusu¬ 
al stuff! Free catalog. TIC P.O. Box 876SF, Hurst, 
Texas 76053. www.theinformationcenter.com 


MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - Paladin 
Press has been described as "The most dangerous 
press in America.” Millions of satisfied readers dis¬ 
agree. Outrageous and controversial books and 
videos on firearms, exotic weaponry, new identity, 
creative revenge, espionage and investigation, pri¬ 
vacy, personal freedom, action careers, and more! 
To order our 80-page catalog describing over 800 
titles, send $2.00 to: Paladin Press, Box 1307- 
8AQK, Boulder, CO 80306, (800) 392-2400, e-mail 
service@paladin-press.com. Visit our Web site at 
www.paladin-press.com. 
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IPRIVATEEYEI 


1945 N Canon St. i 
Sarto 84 
Carson City, MV 
89701 

Fas: 775.841.3679 




surveillance! 

COUNTERS URVEILLANCE 
Electronic Devices 


• Spy Pinhole Cameras $99 00 

• Wireless Video • Voice Changer 

r Micro Recorders •Bug and Phone 
Tap Detectors • Locksmithing 

• Phone Call Register • Shotgun Mies 
•Realtime 15 Hour Telephone 

Recording System $149 00 

* Vehicle Tracking System • And more... 

Catalog $5 00 
We will not be undersold 
www.spyoutlet.com 


SPY OUTLET 

P.O. Box 337, Buffalo NY 14226 
1716} 695-8660 / 691-3476 


ILLEGAL POLICE SURVEILLANCE- The ultimate 
book on how Big Brother spies on innocent citi¬ 
zens. Wiretaps and bugs-how they work, different 
types, photos, methods of concealment. 
Debugging equipment and ways to find surveil¬ 
lance devices including slave taps, spread spec¬ 
trum bugs, infrared and laser bugs, wired micro¬ 
phones and hidden video cameras. Details of gov¬ 
ernment black lists, NSA domestic spy operations 
and many other secrets your government doesn’t 
want you to know about! 81/2” x 11”, 152/p. Order 
from Comet Press, PO Box 31421, Dayton, OH 
45437-0421. Only $24.95 plus $4.00 shipping in 
the U.S. 

■ FIFTEENBLONDE, BEAUTIFUL~ at war with 
the Bolsheviks - historical novel by Bert Byfield - 
$12 postpaid FREE Information - Caravela Books 
S093,134 Goodburlet Road, Henrietta, NY 14467, 
http://users.aol.com/caravela99 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assassi- 
nation conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, manu¬ 
scripts, photographs, books. Catalog: $3.00. COL¬ 
LECTOR’S ARCHIVES: Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec. H9W 5T6 CANADA 

✓ SOLDIER OF FOIWUM IuTsSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian only. 
$5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $3 for first 
issue and $1.00 each after for Priority Mail. SOF 
Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 
80303-1340. WWW.SOFMAG.COM 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILITARY 
MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, Tactics, 
NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. IIPD/ACCP, Box 1237, 
Alpine, TX 79830 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


SOFTWARE- Start your own distribution business- 
computerized LIE DETECCTOR using vocal stress 
recognition. Includes 5 programs/promo-kit. 
Millions spent on advertising. LARGE MARGINS 
only $399. Call 661-257-8000 


Have a life of intrigue, 
excitement, adventure! 
Learn from the REAL 
experts: 

Investigation • Surveillance • Skiptracing 
Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Brochure! United States Academy 

Call Or Write of Private Investigation 

(310)657-6333 11 Beverly Hills, CA/90213 




COLLECTORS 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITAR1A COLLECTORS. 

Regimental insignia and accessories of elite 
Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops; Royal 
Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 45-page illus¬ 
trated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH REGALIA 
IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 37, Palm 
Harbor, FL 34682. 

MILITARY COLLECTIBLES CATALOG 1900 TO 
PRESENT, LEE-JACKSON MILITARIA, PO. Box 
8663, San Jose, CA 95155. Call 408-295-1136 or 
fax 408-288-6350 (mailing charges: foreign $8.00, 
domestic $5.00) credit cards accepted, U. S. 
Militaria wanted! LJMILITARY@AOL.COM 

■ Did this get your attention? It’s a “Dingbat.” So 
are ✓ and #. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 

VIETNAM WAR INSIGNIA, Uniforms, Books, 
Blades and Field Gear. Check my website and shop 
24 hours a day, everyday. All items guaranteed. 
www.brooksmiiitaria.com 

• SOLDIER OF FORTUNF BACK ISSUES ARE 

available. Most years/issues still in stock. Only $5 
each includes domestic S&H. Write, fax or e-mail 


U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND 


Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ, AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead¬ 
ing - lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 


VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 

“On The World Wide Web” 

www.spytechagency.com 
“On The Sunset Strip” 
8519-8521 W. Sunset Bfvd. 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 
- Web Site Features - 
PI Agency • PI Academy * Spy Shop 
Online over 2500 investigation - surveillance 
countermeasure products, books & videos!! 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

FAMILY RECREATION 

Publications • Videos 

$3 for details: 

LIFESTYLES-SF 
Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 

(IMPORTED ITALIAN PROP GUNS] 

Looks, Feels , & Fires Like The Real Thing! [ 


No Permit Required • Fires Blank 22 cal. (6mm blanks) 

Shipped 
FREE in 
Continental 
USA 


Visit Out Web Site: 
http://www.maxsell.com 
SECURE ONLINE ORDERING 


3 Pc. CHIEF SPECIAL Complete $49.00 


"CHIEF" + HOLSTER + 100 ROUNDS AMMO I 

No PO Boxes) Check, M.O., MasterCard, Visa, Discover, Amexl 


MAXSELL CORP • P.O. BOX 23021 *Jl UIID/H 33307 *:(954)5M-l«0l 
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Italian Cane Corso Mastiffs 

Rare antique working dogs from Italy that 
date back over 2000 years to the Roman 
Molosus (the baddest war, and fighting dog, of 
all time). The Corso is the only coursing hunt¬ 
ing mastiff in existence today. With lightning 
speed, agility, and a willingness to ^ 
defend family and property with 
their life, this is the ^ 

ultimate working and jmm 
companion dog. Worldwide Mr 
shipping, calls welcomed W 
for info and pictures. 6 y^^^M 

Call 870-773-4117 ft W W 

or 870-774-0853 or I I 

e-mail dlholmes1(a)excite.com JB 1L 


WORLD'S LARGEST 
SURPLUS MARKET 

for used military vehicles: _ 

jeeps, tanks, HMMWVs, J i i ^ 
military trucks, more. ip|||||||||Sb 
100 s of ads, tech tips, gg PjS 
how-to, articles, event ipy SBS ig 
listings, much more! * 

MILITARY (&) VEHICLES 


1 year (six BIG 100+ page issues) 
USA $18, Canada $28, (Sample $5) 
12-L2 Indianhead, Morristown, NJ 07960 


U.S. - M7 Bayonet 
w/U.S. M8A1 Scabbard 

• Mfg. BckhonhSoiingeo 


KIESLEFTS ^ 

3300 industrial Pkwy 
Jeffersonville, IN 47130 


$39 00/+$5 '°° S&H 

AMEX, Discover, MC, Visa 

0 1-888-543-7537 


to request a comprehensive list. SOF Back 
Issues, 5735 Arapahoe, Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 
80303. Fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail:barbara@ sof- 
mag.com. NOW! Order online at WWW.SOF- 
MA6.COM 


EMPLOYMENT 


$/ OFFSHORE EMPLOYMENT: Good Pay! 
Adventure! Skilled, Unskilled jobs are available 
worldwide with Drilling and Maritime contractors. 
Informative report lists employers and contacts plus 
"Getting Started”. $15.00 postpaid, Check or M.O. 
to VADEN, P.O. Box 2551, Dunnellon, FL 34432 

EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY!- Assemble 
Products At Home. Call Toll Free, 1-800-467-5566 
Ext. 6823 


FINANCIAL 


MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the Government 
Finance your business idea. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. We have the answers! Call Toll Free: 
1-800-226-3601, Extension BF7770. 
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PHOTO I.D. CARDS 

Birth Certificates 
High School Diplomas 
College Degrees 
Trade School Diplomas 
Martial Arts Certificates 
Investigator, Security Certificates 
Marriage, Divorce Certificates 
Much More! 

Call Now! FREE BROCHURE! 
1-702-471-4444 
M.P.C. 



DRIVER'S LICENSE 


SUSPENDED?^"™ 

LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A LEGAL 
DRIVER S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. 
NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OFYOUR 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED 
FOR SOME VERY REVEAIING INFORMATION' 
QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. S9 
P.O. BOX 192. LINCOLN PARK.MICHIGAN 48146 


SURVIVAL 

TECH 


DO IT YOURSELF 
FOOD STORAGE 

• MYLAR BAGS 

• BAG SEALERS 

• OXYGEN ABSORBERS 

• DESSICANT BAGS 


• BAYGEN • STARLIGHT 
• ALCO-BRITE • AQUA RAIN 


www.survival-tech.com 

1 - 800 - 445 - 3453 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH REGI/WENTAL 
INSIGNIA & ACCESSORIES ETC 


• SAS • PARA • ROYAL MARINES 

• RAF » GUARDS • BLACK WATCH ETC 



45 PAGE ILLUSTRATED IMPORT CATALOG $6.00 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6, P.O. Box 37 
Palm Harbor, FL 34682 



FREE CONSPIRACY JOURNAL. What the gov¬ 
ernment doesn’t want you to know. New World 
Order. Time Travel. UFO’s. Y2K. Invisibility. 1-800- 
700-4024. www.members.tripod.com/uforeview 

FREE SURVIVING GLOBAL SLAVERY, a 160 

page book, a $13.95 value plus a 64 page color 
catalog FREE! Send $3.00 for shipping to Delta 
Press, Dept SF22, Box 1625, ElDorado, AR 
71731-1625 

FREE CRIMINAL USE OF FALSE ID, a 49 page 
book. An $11.95 value plus a FREE 64 page 
color catalog! Send $3.00 for shipping to Desert 
Publications, Dept SF23, Box 1751, ElDorado, 
AR, 71731 

FREE BLACK BOOK OF REVENGE, a 112 

page book. A $13.95 value plus a FREE 48 page 
color catalog! Send $3.00 for shipping to 
Firequest, Dept SF24, Box 315, ElDorado, AR, 
71731-0315 


r FS BOOK COMPANY 1 

P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT SF 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! 

How to Get Anyth lug on Anybody 1 . 

The Whole Spy Catalog*..$45 

Divorce Tactics for ....$£0 

The Anarchist Cookbook... 

Get Even: Complete Book of Pfrty Tricks$25 
Homemade Guns & Homemade Ammo...$l 5 
The Poor Man’s James Bond #1*, or#2 T ..$30 
Ragnar’s Book of Homemade Weapons*. $25 
Shadowing and Surveillance VIVMIIIIBHHIIHH $17 
Privacy, How to Got It, Haw to Enfay It.... $18 

Secrete Of a Super Hacker-...- - -$20 

Counterfeit I.D. Made Easy. ■ii!i#vvPMvim-vaiRm $18 
The Rip-off Book.. .$15 New IB In America...$17 
The OiHJaws Bible..$20 The Paper Trip I.$i7 
Reborn in The U.S.A..$16 Armed Delense.$l!7 
Ditching Your Debts...$15 I.D. By Mail.... $25 
How to Buy Land Cheap.$i 5 Silent Dealh $17 
WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG EDUCATION BOOKS 
MANY CENSORED TITLES WE CANTLfSTf 

FAX 1-916-771 -4201 FS Catalog.$2 

Adults Only! CA Res. Add 7.75% 
Air Mail Delivery Add $3 Per Book (USA), 
Canada Add $5, Europe Add $10, Per Book. 
^DOUBLE THE SHIPPING ON THIS TITLE. 
All Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 
$3 Pro. Fee On Credit Card Orders. 
Credit Card Orders 1-800-635-8883 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 
http://www.fsbookco.com 
SERVING YOU SINCE 1985 


WtfSi j|- F 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
BACK ISSUES 
NEW! View detailed list of back 
issues and order on-line at 

W1VW.SOFMAG.COM 


INVESTIGATION 


WORLDWIDE LOCATORS reveal how anyone can 
legally determine the name and identity behind any 
telephone number, anywhere! Cellular/Beeper/800/ 
Listed/Unlisted/Non-Publish ed/Private). 
Confidential. Affordable. Results Guaranteed! 
$10.00 to PhoneTech, PO Box 7503 Talleyville, DE 
19803, http//www.phonetech.com 


mm 


BAYONETS 


COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 
Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more. Huge dis¬ 
counts! Free list. KNIVES PLUS MAIL ORDER, 
(800) 687-6202 


MILITARY EVENTS, 

AIR SHOWS & REUNIONS 


# Attention Military, Veterans: SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE will run a 30-word notice here for one 
month, half price, for any legitimate reunion, mili¬ 
tary base open-house, air show, battle re-enact¬ 
ment, firepower demonstration or similar military 
event. Non-commercial events only; standard rate 
applies to for-profit events. WWW.SOFMAG.COM 


DYSARTS WOLF KENNEL 


MacKENZIE VALLEY 
TIMBERWOLVES 


Vz wolf - Vz shep. cubs 
bred for protection, or 
% and up cubs. Have 
a true friend... own a 
wolf-shepherd. 

Brochure with 20 
photos -- $5.00 

CHARLES DYSART, JR 
BOX 597 Henrietta, NC 28076 

(828) 657-6220 (828) 657-9273 



Reserve your 
exhibit space now! 
SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE 
CONVENTION/EXPO 
22-26 September 1999 
Cashman Field, Las Vegas 
New location! 
Acres of parking! 
Contact Matt Flaherty, 
303-449-3750, ext. 302 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ALTERNATIVE USA ID- Confidential consulting 
service. Enjoy new personal freedom, privacy, cred¬ 
it, employment. Results guaranteed. 1-800-775- 
0712, ext. 5609 24 hours. 

SALE: Male Power Pack. Creates/builds muscle, 
strength, stamina, endurance. Elevate Testosterone 
level 200%. Enhances virility—Instant recovery. 
Safe. 1-800-878-8844 

COMPUTER SECURITY AND THE HAC^KER: 

How they do It. How you can stop them. All fully 
explained with easy, how-to examples. You get 
more than 600 megabytes of the very latest, secu¬ 
rity breaching, computer programs that you can use 
to test your system. NT, WIN9X, UNIX, Novell, 
Internet, E-mail, packet grabbers, sniffers, pass¬ 
word crackers and much more. Master the informa¬ 
tion on this CDROM to get your CSC Certification. 
Send $59.00 (Includes S&H) to: Results Technical, 
P.O. Box 332, Benicia, CA 94510 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Over 100 different programs avail¬ 
able. Free recorded message: (707) 448-3210. 
(8KW5) 

WANT ALTERNATE USA ID? Privacy, protection, 
peace of mind for only $1898.00. Now call Charles 
M. Gordon, 704-348-1528, 24 hours a day. Strictly 
confidential consulting services. Don’t call until you 
are ready with available funds. 

MINE, GRENADE & FIREARMS POSTERS: 50+ 

set; single posters and poster books available. 
Securesearch, Inc., 3500 Pharmacy, U-4, Toronto, 
ON., Canada Ml W 2T6. (1-416) 492-5349, Fax: (1- 
416) 492-3656 

INTERNET SECRETS: Learn to take control of 
another computer over the internet! 1-900-407- 
2020 ext. 7164. $2.99 per minute. Must be 18 years, 
serv-u 619-645-8434http://members.aol.com/ 
WarSurplus/asoldiershu mor.html. 
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Be a DETEC 

Explore a secret world! Fascinating 
new career.Experience a new 

adventure every day. 

Dynamic home study course. 

Diploma, Badge. State approved. 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER KiT 

I-800-742-9007 w.301 

DETECTIVE TRAINING Bo« 909«$an Juan Capo, CA 92593 



■ IS i ■ 


FREE COLOR CATALOG 

2500+ Military Designs 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 


1 HONORS 

by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 

P.O.Box 547SF, Pern, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 


LYME DISEASE treatment endorsed by The 
National Foundation for Alternative Medicine. 
Antibiotics don’t work. We pioneered chemical detox 
treatments. BMP Resources, Inc. New Orleans- 
Cosumel (504) 522-6599. www.bmpresources.com 

50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, Travel, 
Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell, Anyplace! 7700 
Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 (refundable). 
MONARCH, Box 42003-203F, Phoenix, AZ 85080 


mmm 


Y2K SURVIVAL FOOD! So delicious, use every¬ 
day or save... Moisture/Bug proof. Long shelf. 
Available now—no back orders! 1-800-878-8844 


■ Y2K FOOD. Be prepared with our variety of 
delicious shelf-stable entrees. 

www.tastyfood4Y2K.com, 1-800-281-9755 

BE PREPARED! SOLAR/DYNAMO am/fm radio- 
never needs batteries. Only $39.98 plus $4.00 S/H to 
Red Dot Co. P.O. Box 3, Woodacre, CA, 94973. Credit 
card orders ph(415)488-0800, fax(415)488-1938 

STORM SHELTERS: Storage-Tornado- 

Preparedness. Lightweight, durable polymer. 
Made in Indiana, (website) psyber.com/biz/thehive, 
(e-mail) thehive@JPS.net For information call: 530- 
272-4574. 


REAL ESTATE 


OLD RANCH - WEST TEXAS: 20 acres-$75 
month, 50 acres-$125 month, 100 acres-$225 
month. No down. Maps & photos. No credit check. 
Owner (800) 766-5199. 

REMOTE ALASKA SURVIVALIST/Militia Head- 
quarters and Training Camp. Surrounded by lake 
and public land - http: //www.AlaskaMall.com/ 
Viapan - FAX 1-907-583-2162 


REMAILING SERVICES 


COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL MAIL RECEIV¬ 
ING/FORWARDING, street address in Income Tax 
Free Florida. Remails, Fax receiving/sending. 
Wilton Manors Postal 52 W. Oakland Park Blvd., 
Suite SOF, Wilton Manors, FL, 33311-2520 


SURPLUS 


GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your area! Must 
sell: Cars, trucks, computers, more! Great deals! 
Call Now Toll Free: 1-800-601-2212, ext. SP7770. 


TRSSCOM COUNTRY 



20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Video Available" 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 
210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000 



13983 Industry Avenue 
Becker, MN 55308 
PHONE 1-612-261-5600 
FAX 1-612-261-5599 
www.dpmsinc.com 
e-mail: dpmsinc@aol.com 
Business Hours: 

M-F 8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Central Time 


PANTHER ~ BULL CLASSIC 


PARTS, KITS 


CABLE DESCRAMBLER 
KIT — $14.95 

See all the premium and 
pay-per-view channels. 

Why pay hundreds more? 
800 - 752-1389 


Built to last 

Spring 
Inventory 
Sale 




SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 

* Americo's #1 Arch-Type Manufacturer 25X34 * 30X46 

* 20 Year Warranty akvcl mviu 

* Easy Financing Available hOAJO * 50A 110 

* Easy Do-It-Yourself Construction 

’ F, “ 16 P03e Brothure STEcLlilaSTER, 


cditSt' 1 800 526-1 no 


LOST DOCUMENTS REPLACED 


SEND $2.00 for 8-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS / CERTIFICATES / MEDALS 
UNIVERSITY / COLLEGE / HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 

443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 



INTERNATIONAL BODYGUARD ASSOCIATION- 

Basic & Specialist Bodyguard Courses held world¬ 
wide! Las Vegas 22-26 Nov.1999. Contact I.B.A. 
North America (West) 8003 Argyll Rd. Edmonton 
Ab. Canada T6C 4A9, Toll Free 1-877-461-5700. 
Website: www.qlm.it/iba/ Email: iba@compus- 
mart.ab.ca 

ADVANCED-HARDCORE TRAINING- Increase 
your Speed-Power-Stamina. Send $12.00 to 
Extreme Power, PO Box 1370, Pearl City, HI, 
96782, www.issatrainer.com/greg-juliano 

MARITIME SECURITY and Executive Protection, 
Technical Surveillance, Counter-Intelligence, 
Career Development, Armorers Courses/Training. 
Call Enterprising Securities (770) 723-0773 or 
www.enterprisingsecurities.com 

20TH ANNIVERSARY SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
CONVENTION, 22-26 September 1999, featuring 
new activities and events. See ad on page 39. 



FREEDOM LOVERS. Learn how to legally reduce 
business/personal and capital gains taxes. Become 
lien, levy and judgement proof while earning spec¬ 
tacular income immediately. 24 hour message. 1- 
800-576-2285. 

■ Did this get your attention? It’s a “Dingbat ” So 
are ✓ and 0. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 

WANTED- Executive Protection Professionals. 

International Networking for contacts and employ¬ 
ment. Send $20.00 for infopak to: BASECA, P.O. 
Box 646, Essex Fells, N.J. 07021, 

BOUNTY HUNTERS-SKIP TRACERS WANTED, 

100K plus annually. Training, networking, national 
association, www.bountyhunt.com Details 210- 
690-7790. 


CABLE T.V. 

DESCRAMBLERS 

AMU TEST CHIPS 


All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 
1-year warranty. 


JCB ELECTRONICS 

1 - 800 - 579-3285 


WEBSITES 


FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your Website 
or Internet URL + 10 words right here. This is a 
great way to get out the word on your site! 

OFFSHORE JOBS! Skilled and Unskilled. Now 
Hiring www.angelfire.com/biz3/offshorejobs 

SURPLUS/SURVIVAL: Low Prices - Free 
Shipping, www.GorillaGear.com 

✓ GOOD TO GO- Helping Prepare the Unprepared. 
Are you ready? www.GOOD-2-GO.com 

NIGHT VISION BINOCULARS- Russian made. No 
artificial light source needed! www.1minimall.com 

MILITARY & POLICE PATCHES - Sales and man- 
ufacturing, official items at SFSPatches. 
WE B> http:www.aad1 .com/sfs 

Y2K: WATER FILTERS, BARRELS, Pumps, Grain 
Mills, Organic Grains. 1-800-705-3479. 
www.wheatandgrain.com 

BERT BYFIELD novels, current events, politics- 
check out Caravela Books http://users.aol.com/car- 
avela99 
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Kosovo: A Pyrrhic Victory 


W" "W" ait a military minute. We 
% / spend 4 billion bucks, risk 

m/ %/ our Green Berets’ and jet 

T ▼ jockeys’ lives, and the Ruskies 
do an end run and march into Kosovo 
before us? 

They get the parades, flowers and cheers 
that were beamed by television around the 
world — and we pick up the tab. 

This just doesn’t add up. But come to 
think of it, nothing in the “war that wasn’t 
a war” makes much sense. 

Let’s review the deal. President Clinton 
does a peace dance with indicted war 
criminal Slobodan Milosevic, a guy he 
called Hitler, in which Milosevic stays the 
main man. Kosovo still belongs to him. 

Serb soldiers, the ones who drove out the 
refugees, will be at the border welcoming 
them back home. 

Humm? Things have changed since 
President Truman; when Hitler put a bullet 
in his brain rather than face Harry’s stern 
music. If he’d played war under Clinton 
rules, he’d have been allowed to give Ike 
the keys to Berlin while the Nazi army 
passed in review and then quietly retired 
to a sunny dictator-friendly South 
American state. 

Had I submitted an outline of how the 
operation went down as a proposal to a 
book editor, I’d have gotten the Big R — 
rejection — with a note saying “We don’t 
do air power humor” or “ Catch 22’s 
already been written” or “Sorry, your imagination’s in overdrive. 
No military operation could have been this bad.” 

But that won’t be the spin coming out of the White House and 
the Pentagon until Hillary grabs the headlines by kicking off her 
pre-2008 presidential election campaign with her go at the Senate. 

The veteran Clinton spin team — which flimflammed Monica 
into a stalker, Paula into trailer-park trash, and labeled Bill’s wom¬ 
anizing and the selling of secrets to China as dirty tricks by right- 
wing extremists — will ram a hype hose down the nation’s throat 
and turn the water all the way up. 

“The war that wasn’t a war” will be spun into a great victory, a 
combination of our Revolutionary War, V-J Day and Desert Storm. 

But when our flyers and soldiers and sailors start leaking to the 
press, you’ll see a triumph it was not. The conflict was not only 
badly bungled, it was the military mismatch of history. 

It was like a wrestling match between Little Orphan Annie and 
Jesse Ventura — the little redheaded kid being Serbia and Jesse 
being a muscle-bound NATO. 

Annie weighed in with a fourth-rate 1960s army, backed by 10 


million people from a primarily agricultur¬ 
al state the size of Ohio whose economy 
pumps out less dough than Coney Island 
on a rainy day. Jesse hit the scales with the 
most powerful military machine in the his¬ 
tory of the world, 800 million supporters 
hailing from 19 mostly rich industrialized 
countries. 

After 78 rounds, Annie is still standing 
and singing “Tomorrow! Tomorrow! I love 
ya tomorrow!” while Jesse, who has had to 
spend too much energy preventing his 19 
supporters from stabbing him in the back, 
never got in a decisive hit. 

When Serbia left Kosovo, its forces 
going out looked as good as NATO’s mili¬ 
tary machine did coming in. The bombed 
and blasted Serb Army vehicles and sol¬ 
diers were parade-ground sharp. Their 
trucks and tanks were clean and well- 
maintained, and their soldiers’ gear, uni¬ 
forms and haircuts looked ready for a 
tough first sergeant’s inspection. No one 
looked battle-rattled or had that vacant 
1,000-yard stare that comes from a few too 
many nearby hits. 

After all those bombs and missiles and 
all of NATO’s glowing reports about battle 
damage inflicted on the non-white-flag- 
waving Serbian Army, 11 MiG fighters 
rose from an air base in Kosovo on the day 
the peace deal was. final. They wagged 
their perfect, unruffled wings and headed 
north. After such a pummeling, how could 
11 jet fighters, almost more than Great Britain used in the war, 
remain unscathed? 

Eventually, the analysts will tell us the final score. But one thing 
for sure is that the Cold War is back and Russia again has a bunch 
of missiles pointed our way. 

Their politicians say they didn’t authorize the stealth maneuver 
to parade in Kosovo, which means the generals — the guys who 
control the nuclear-tipped missiles — are really in charge. 

Sleep well. Enjoy the “victory” while it lasts. 


Http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth’s home page. 

Copyright 1998 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth’s best-selling book, Hazardous Duty , has topped 
90,000 copies in worldwide sales. ^ 



Col. David Hackworth, (Ret.) also writes a 
syndicated weekly column titled “Defending 
America“Hack” doesn’t pull any punches 
and many liberal rags won’t carry his writ¬ 
ing. If your local paper falls into that cate¬ 
gory, call the editor and let him know you’d 
like to see u Defending America” on the Op- 
Ed page. It’s syndicated by King Features, 
235 E. 45 th St.. New York, NY 10017. 
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Recently, the American Red Cross and the U.S. Government 
recommended storing food and water before January 1, 2000. 

Which led us to one conclusion. 


It’s amazing how smart our customers are. 


Shop our entire selection ON THE WEB @ 

www.watertanks.com 


Or call toll free for our FREE Spring 1999 Catalog: 

1-888-742-6275 


water barrels • water storage • water treatment • food storage • food sys¬ 
tems • fuel storage • largest selection of alternative energy products / solar 
& wind-up • emergency supplies • gas masks • Deep Well Pumps • water fil¬ 
ters • candle lanterns • herbal first aid & medicine • grinders • ozone machines 
• distillers • tool kits • stoves • wood-fired water heaters • generators 

Ask us about the our "exclusive" manual deep well pump for depths up to 300 feet. 
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COMMANDER XU A 
POWER ALARM 

Large 42mm Size / Solid Stainless 
Steel case & Band / Power Alarm / 

Rotating E6B Flight Computer Bezel / 

Speed Tachymetre / Elapsed Time / 

Screw-in Crown & Back / Full Glow 
Tritium Hands / Date Window / Water 
Resistant to 330 Feet / Hardened 
Mineral Lens / 1 /20th, Lap, Partial & 

Split Second Timing / Five Year Limited. 
International Warranty / Same Day 
Shipping / 30 Day money back 
Guarantee 


$500 Value Now 0n9y $249 plus $9.95 S&H 
Credit Card Orders Call: 1-800-544-4365 

Ask for Operator 142 


SEE CHASE-DURER WATCHES AT: CALIFORNIA , Bakersfield CARRIAGE FINE ILRY1661) 322-2246 Burbank TIMEPIECES (§8) 559-9557 

Chino WATCHES PLUS (909) 591-4930 Costa Mesa JOSTMAR (714),966-2661 Granada Hills BOYADJ1AN (818) 831-0753 Hermosa Beach SEYMOUR JLRS b 

(310) 379-5401 La Jolla C,J. CHARLES (619) 454-5390 Los Angeles .DAVINCI (213) 6808863 Monterey GASPER (831) 375-5332 Redondo Beach FINLEY'S , £ 

(310) 791-3052 Rolling Hills MEDAWAR'S (310) 544-0052 San Diego LONDON GATE (619) 270-6565 Taraana DARVA (818) 8814653 Toluca Lake 

GENERALES &GENERAIES (818) 763-9768 Torrance DELTIME (310) 370-8463 Yorba Linda DAVID HAYMAN (714) 996-9033 COLORADO Beaver Creek 

JEWELS BY SHILPI (970) 748-0441 Denver RIGHT TIME (303) 691-2521 Ft. Collins VINTAGE WATCH (888) 561 TIME CONNECTICUT Stamford PETER SUCHY „ 

(203) 3270024 FLORIDA Clearwater BIJOUX (813) 796.1263 / ZOLTAN (727) 5364478 Cocoa Beach BEACH JLRS (407) 783-3756 Orlando BRITTANY 1 

/ HILTON WALT DISNEY (407) 827-6106 Palm Harbor SUTTON PLACE (813) 7710205 St Petersburg GOLDEN SAILS (813) 381 1414 Tampa ALDO BRIONI (813) 

253-2288 KING JLRS (813) 287-2599 Vero Beach DUBOSE & SONS (561) 770-9160 ike Fores! CLOCKWORKS {847} 234 7272) kANSAS Garden 

City LINENBERGER (316) 27(62779 MISSOURI Liberty POLISHED EDGE (826) 781 636 Las Vegas BERGER & SONS (702) 737-71 I 

MERCHANT (702) 383-8333 NEW YORK Jackson Heights IOYERIA (718) 478-8518 Rome ENGELBERT'S (315, 337-3100 Staten Island BANDS' 3) 983- 

?6 NEW JERSEY Pt. Pleasant GOLD f EVER (732) 892-3535 South River GRECO (732) 254-6161 Westwood WATCH OUT (201) 358-1806 &JRT> 

^ CAROLINA Asheville GALYEAN (828) 274-9014 Salisbury DEE'S JLRS [704) 63(67110 OHIO Cleveland PRINCETON (216)295-0855 Montgomery JAMES 
'FRED (513) 793-0133 OREGON Portland GARY SWANK (503) 288-7273 PENNSYLVANIA Allentown SALOMON (610) 433451 i Butler GOIDEN DREAMS 
(774) 2824653 Kennett Square pC'VFJIFS (610) 444-4525 Philadelphia D'ANTONIO & KLEIN (215) 592-8956 Wayne PRINS & VOLKRARDT (610) 687-8840 
VIRGINIA McLean DIAMOND OEAT.ONS (71)3) 883 18 18 WASHINGTON Marysville WAGNER (360) 653-8200 Spokane WATCH WORLD (509) 482-0743 
AND AT OTHER SEiECfEt FINE JEWELERS NATIONWIDE 


CHASE-DURER PMB 1402-142 270 No. Canon Drive Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
1-800-544-4365/310-550-7280/Fax: 310-550-0830 • www.CHASE-DURER.com 
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